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promise of ingathering is yearly brightening, but the laborers are few; and
with the abundance of Christian workersin the home lands, surely hundreds or
even thousands might be found to hasten on the evangelization of this empire
by their personal effort and consecration.

Passing now to the intellectual requirements of China, we rejoice to record
the progress of missionary education in the East during recent years; but are
admonished by the fact that purely secular instruction so largely tinges the
educational movements both of Christian and heathen governments; and in
fact we hear a loud call to the Christian Church to supply in larger numbers
Christian educationalists for China. The intellectual renaissance of the empire
is just commencing, there is an incipient cry for western culture; and the re-
sponse which the Christian Church may make to thiscry will, to no inconsider.
able extent, decide the course which the education of the country will take in
the future.

‘With Christian men in the chairs of the colleges of China, what may we
not expect from so powerful an auxiliary in the evangelization of the empire?
University men may find here at no distant period some of the most influen-
tial posts in the mission field; and we would earnestly invite all such Christian
co-workers to weigh over with all seriousness the question whether they may
not more effectively serve their generation in China than in the home langs,

But besides the intellectual need of the country, there is also the chronic
and often dire necessity of physical distress. The masses of the people are
poor. Physical suffering meets us at every turn. Medical science is almost
unknown. Charitable institutions, though established both by the government
and by private effort, fail to compass the need of the masses. Flood and
famine slay their thousands; and yet the wealth of the world is in Christian
hands, and might by judicious distribution both save the lives of thousands
yearly and give completer expression to the Life we preach. On behalf of
these destitute masses, therefore, we earnestly plead with the men of wealth
in the home churches that they will consider the claims of these suffering ones,
and not only by their gifts and prayers will largely aid the reinforcement of
the noble staff of medical missionaries already in the field, but will give them-
selves in larger numbers to benevolent enter})rises abroad. Theblind, theaged,
the orﬁhzm and the destitute mutely plead for Christian compassion, and the
Lord Himelf has said, ‘‘Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of these my brethren,
even these least, ye did it unto me.”

‘Weappeal,then, to our lay brethrenin the home churches, to men of sterling
piety, and of strong common sense, that they would lay to heart the needs of
this vast empire—its spiritual destitution, ite stunted education, its physical
distress, and that they would solemnly ask themselves whether for the greater
glory of God they are not called to meet this pressing need, and to devote them-
selves, their service and their wealth to this missionary enterprise in China.
We would offer to them a most hearty welcome to our ranks, and would as-
sure them that, whether they come out as ordained or as lay workers, this
welcome will be equally cordial; and in conclusion, we would earnestly pray
that this appeal may be brought home to the hearts of many by the power
of the Divine Spirit. (Signed) J. L. NEVIUS, Chair

Davip HILL, } hairmen,

III.—AN APPEAL FROM MORE THAN TWO HUNDRED LADIES,
MEMBERS OF THE CONFERENCE.
To the Christian Women of the British Empire, the United States, Germany
and all other Protestant Countries—Greeting:

We, the women of the Missionary Conference now assembled in Shanghai,
come to you, our sisters in Christ, with an urgent appeal in behalf of the one
hundred millions of women and children of China who * sit in darkness andin
the shadow of death.”

The work of women in China has been prosecuted at the oldest stations for
about fifty years, at first chiefly by the wives of missionaries, but in later years
single ladies have largely augmented this working force. There arce now ladies
engaged in educational, medical and evangelistic work in China. Much has
been done by them, many lives have been uplifted from the degradation of
idolatry and sin, many sad- hearts comforted, many darkened minds enlight-
ened, and much solid good effected. But our hearts are burdened to-day with
Jove and pity for the millions of women around us, our sisters for whom Christ
died, still unreached by the sound of the gospel.




