
MISSIONS AMONG THE MORMONS. [o.

to gospel beliof and a decent practice. To the ends of the earthi mes.
sengers of truth were dispatchied, but none to these benighted thousands,
resident. in the mid,,t of the Republie. Thîis strange and cuilpable
negleet was, no doubt, in part because thcir home-was a terr-a iîznofiia,
remote and inaccessible across the plains and bellind the mounitimlq
and so the situation ivas not fuUly appreciated. But, besides, thie tie..
ocracy wvas known to be omnipotent, unscrupulous, and deterrniined te
niaintain itself at ail hazards, and hience to make assault was to ilnder-
take, a w'ork certain to cost lîardest endurance to body and spirit, if lot
also serious peril to life. But at length, a strange combinatien of fà-
vorable circumstances, such as thie permanent presence of United ýL-jtcs,
troops in. flic suhurbs of Sait Lake, the opening- of mines in thie mounlt-
ains round about the Mormon "lZion,"Jý with. tho consequent inifluix of
Gentile popula.tion, constituted a peremptory cail to open a, cainp)aigyi
agaînst Satan's seat.

Since 1847 the hierarchy had made the most of its unmnatchled oppeor-
tunity to strengthien and enlarge itself on every side. I1indreý3 of
emissaries-ardent, zealous, and overflowving ivith the wisdoni of tile
serpent-had. beeuu sent to Europe, Africa, Inidia, China, and tice islnds
of the sea, and so skillf ully had they wvrouglit tliat couverts ivere crewd-
ingr Up the Platte aîîd througli Southi Pass 'Lt the rate of 5,000 and
upwards a year. To receive these recruits xuumerous colonies iwcre
planlted here and there over a space equal to ndarly a tentli of tie nia-
tional area. Brighiam Younug wvas an autocrat tiien at thec summit of
his power, arrog.,itincr to himse]f autlîority and inspiration eveil greiter
than any possessed by Moses, Isaiahi, or Paul, ýauîd withi noue dariing or
even desiring to dispute bis dlaim, thoughl it extended to ail busillcss
and political affairs, as well as to the entire realm of religion. Thlis
"prophiet'" niod was supreme aw the ?Federal Goverinment te thie

contrary notwitlîstanding. To oppose himi was to nuakec social iiid
finiancial rin certain, wvas even to face death. Tilose w'erc the days
of speech in the Tabernacle inceredib*iy foul and profanle, and wliein
atrocious crimes were countenanced, and condoned, if not even coni-
manded by the churchi. No deed was too barbarous or too bloedy. if
thouglît needed to punishi rebels and apostates. A -,eritaible reigui of
terror, no mean imitation of the JacoDbin original, ivas just cloinlg. Ih
was under such conditions, and ivhile our civil strife was at its hieight,
that a soiitary Chîristian uiister,. the pioncer, thalik Godl, of a lest,

descended Emigration Cafbon, and IL&jupeared upion the scenie. Sonie
sliit preparation liad beel nmade for his comingr, and a few expectant
friende wvere ready to give cordial greeting. A Literary Association
lîad been formed a few moifths before, flic first attempt at intelleetual
improvement the Territory bail ever seen. And it wvas t1irouigh an ur-
gent appeal from this source, as well as from Gen. Connior in comm.lud
at Fort Douglass, an Irislinman and ai Catholir, and yet warmly enCOUr-
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