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joycd,baptiom witli water canrot lie of any service.
For sîmtilar reasons tlaey do not ohscrve the sacra-
ment of the supper. Thea rensons arc in them-
selves cxtremely trivial, fur even a religion purcly
spiritual may, in the case of such a creature as mian
-a bcing conîpouanded botht of soul and body, of
spirit andl matter,-very properly admit of nia-
terial atjuncts. Tiaus aitgl prayer isan excr-
cise purely spirituial, the frame of mind may bc
praanutedl by the attitude of the suppliant, and the
place wht Ye lie pey crans is do Vns r>aise is
an ex*erciesa purely spiritual, but who docs not feel
that the frame of mind mnay bce assisted by that mol-
ody of the voica, and those hiallowed poetic breatia-
ings in which wve are accustomeal ta adore the
Creator. In like manner baptisi is an outward
anaterial sign of an inward spiritual grace, a sign
inii tself appropriate and impressive, and none but
the wldest vieinnary could seck or wish to reject
it on the plea that it is inadmissible in a spir-
itual religrion. Blut we anay tako this occasion
for remarking that this error of the Quakers
bias arisen freai a principlo wliich huaslieeu a fertile
source of error in the church of Christ--an un-
dervaluing of God'e written word. This seet
prefers what tlhey call tiacir internai light ta what
Cod lias rcvealed in the scriptures ; and it cannot
lie deemed wonderful that the light wvhicli is in
thera should sometimes prove darkness. Arenot tho
words of the institution peremptory ? WVhy taniper
with theml ? wouldl scarcely have adverteil ta this
peculiarity in the Quaker practice lied it tnet pre.
venteil me front nsserting generally tliat ai! christian
churche-q bave deemedtlie ordinance ofba'ptisni per-
petualand ohligatory. flutindeed this single cxcep-
tion,to whicli we have tlinuglit it praper ta advertis
un recent andl adhiereal ta by sa salli a division ar
the christian family, that; it is laardlly necessary, on
accotant af it, ta lianit the assertion that all brandh-
es of the christian cliurch in aIl agoq, bave with
one consent regarded baptisi as essential, toi the
christian profession. Andi this general consentijs
rnnnifestly folindeal on the waords of the institution.
itGo ye thiereflire andi, teacli ail nations, baptizing
themt in the naine ar the Father, and of the Son,
andl ofthe Hloly Gliost :teaching them ta observe
all things whatsoever 1 bave commanlea ynu
and, lI 1m with voua ahvway, ewn tante the end or
the worldL" The commandl is ca-extensive with
the promise.

3. Its nature andl design. To eluicidate this it
iay bie taseful ta advert ta the history of tiais rite ;
for it waa net Pecuhiar to tie Christian systein. It
existeil long anteceaient ta it, andl tander vcry dif
ferent forais of religion and even of làeatlienisai.
The washing, witla water indecal, seems to bc ait

ombleai suggestedl by nature itelI, expressive cf a
purpose to abstein froin thoso moral pollutions
wlucli may have licen contracte&l Accordingly
%we faaad tliat tiiose wlin were initieteal inta the mys-
tories or certain fansa cf heeathenisli superstition,
bathiedbefcoro their initiation inea particular stream,
%Yi' ore tlaey werc supposeil ta Ieave ail their previ-
ous errora andl defflement, and front whieh thoy
entereal firmly inta tie blier cf new opinions andl
the participation of sacred rites. Thisbaptising ai
proselytes was commnon alsa among the Jews, al.
thoughl it was nat enjuined in any part af their law.
They borrowed it fromn nature or fromn those typi.
cal washings or baptisms af sacreal utensil. by
whicha they were cleanseal and agein made fit for sa.
crcd use. Thus when a Gentile sought ta becarne
a disciple af Mass, ha receiveal the initiatary rite
of baptisn-tie sprinkling or dipping cf water-
by which lie %vas embile..tt';adly purgeal front his
former errors andl sins, andl made a public profes-
sion thet ho ahould enter upon a new course of bc-
lici and conduet. la coniormîty witlithis prevail-
ing, practice, John preached tic baptisi cf repen-
tance-tat ie, he performeal the rite upan those
tvho confcssed thoir sins, and as a plealge andl
symibol cf their determination hencefortli ta forzake
theai. WVhen aur Lard tierefore instituteil the
ordinence cf baptisa nd incorporeteal it with the
rituail cf Jais dispensation, it wves, tliat it xight an-
swer a simuler intent ta that in which it had bel ore
been cmployeil. It was tic outwazal badge of thase
'.vho rceived it that they liad become his.disciples,
haa entercal lais churcli, andl woe lienceforti ta
ta hoe instructed by lais dactrines, andl ta bie guideal
by lais precepte. Mohn in tiecearly age cf the
ciurcha this rite was administereal ta a convert ta
the chnistien faith, hac was net requireal ta give his
assent ta a long andl elaborate confessian ar fhith.
iIf thou believcst that Jeans is the Christ," seys an
evangelist, itlaoumnayestbebaptised." On hie pro.
fessing inita in this simple truth tic initintary rite
was edministerai ta hiim, ho became a niember cf
tiec durci ai Christ, anal was admitted ta a froc
*participation ai those privileges by which ho mig lit
aftervards ettaiaî ta the fuîl perfection cf the dhie-
tian character. The nature andl design cf bap-
tisa therciora je ta dennte tie bap...ed perscn's
*sencration frein all oatier forme of religion ta tie
gospel,froa all othier niasterata, Christ, analahis ad.
mission ta that spiritual kingilom of rightcausnes
ana peace whlicla Christ came ta establisha among
mien. Andl hence with admirable propriety andl

*compreliensivenese, it ie defineal in aur shorter
cateehisai. "B1aptistai ea sacramentwhereintlic

* 'vsling with wcter, in tic naiecf tac Father andl
ofa thc Sai), andl of tlae IIaly Glioat, doth eignify


