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May 19th.] B.C. 603. [Dantiel ii: 36-45.

NEBUCHADNEZZAR'8 DREAM.

tGoLtsEN TExT :-Thtre is ca (l'oe in luve ot-a
SN TEBR N ATI10N AL L ESSO 0N S. jî-ecet ée'fcreîe. Verse 28.

May 12th.]1 B. C. 606. (Daniel 1: 6-17.
THE CAPTIV'ES IN BABYLON.

GOL)EN TFX.-"-i flood uîîîdcrdtciatlitiu hae ail
tiei theî cu u do u h e,îîîm is-s cxi :11..

HomE RFÀnINoS.-M. Ps. 13" .1-9. T. Isa. 64:
1-12. W. Ils. 79: 1-13. T1h. Pýs. 80: 7-19. F. Jer.
50: .33-46. S. Dan. 1 :1 21. S. l's. 111 : 1-10.

The oalktivity was tiot effectel tîli at once, but at
tbree distinct periotis. (1). ln the 4tlî yeîîrot Je-
hoiakiîn B.C. ht, sec 2 K. '24 : 1. (Z). lu th," ist
year oU J'ehoicbin, Ü3. C. ttJ;, sec 2 K. 24 :14. (.3).
Finally, in the .-.rd year of Z'edeki-îh B. C. 585, ,ce 2
K. ch. 2-5. D)aniel informas us tliat lie was, carrîed
off iii tîte first deliortiatic'i, v. b, fruin wthich tiine
the et.1 years of the Babs loîîibh c:îptiî ity is dated
It may ho inferred that Daniel vas of the sced
royal, andl that lho and bis thrce cuinpjanioîîs wuere
selected un titis accounit, 2s n-el as ftroma tlcir likely
appearance and aixperior inteiligunice-ab litof.W.igt..
csailed (14ildi! t ii, lia% i reaclied the age (if 13 or 14.
The changes matIe in their naîev. 7, signified
the service exipected lrozu ecri. Daniel, li.tia-
niab, Mishaul. and Ai. triah were theiicetortb

Aticncg;o. In tho saute wtiy Josep)h'sz mime %vas
changed by Pharaoh tu Zpn,îjeî,.,Gen. 41:
45. iManit- ivas dedîcateti tu 1.1 i., the hecathen
deity of Babylon . shi..! et. h ias naineel tîftr the
St-N: Ifc,;hacit answered tea the EAavîî. tir else

VF,-Ct.1rt& l '- , ' ,-cfet (if (l ie î 1
lio)if," 1.0 tlîe tire-God-to -boin the tht-ce childrcn
n-ere indecedlIiterally consigned avhen tht-y refuseel
to worship the golden image, ch. 3. 1. n-as custoîît-
ary at toc king's table to throw to part of the vianda
and avine upon the hearih a.-an oifcring te the go(,
this Daniel couid flot do without tîîcitiy giving his
sanction t0 idolatr-, hence his tirin "1iorpose" in v-.
S, that bic would adbere 1.0 bis simple î-cgc1.ble diet.
Like Moses. these ilebrears chose rather 1.u suifer
affliction with the peopîle of (iod than to enjey the
plea-sures of sin for a season. Hieb. Il : 25. Thore
as aprinciplo invoiveel. M1eizar, the chiicf butlor,

coaxed theui t.0 comply. "If you don't Cake nlour-
ishing food îînd xii.-titîlaiit.. your goed looks avili ho
apoileel, andl tce avilI ho blxtmed for it !" "Try us for
ton das on pulse and water," said the captives,'.and ave avili show von Clint the tise of avine îa un-
neceasar. v 19. ?Eh resultproveel Chat theywaore
right. : hey vere botter avîthot i Thne expori-
mentis aortb trying to-da7'by aIl >oung nien n-ho
avant Co bave ecar lîbads and steady nerves. "As
for Chose lour chiidreu, God gav-e theni knowhedge
and akîliin al larning andwaisdom"-oaîîciallyt1.
Daniol, understanding in visionb tend drea ras. ini
otîxor avords, 1,,i )heiCli. V-erse 151, 'They stood
before the Kiîag"-a common expression for an at-
titude of conacious intege-ity, Pt-uv. 22: 2i andl Luke
21: 36. Verso 21. Dainicl cuntinniee unto Chie 151.
year of King Cyrus: rcfcrcnce f0 ch. 1, : ) shows,
that ho lîved 1.0 the 3rà >car of Cyrus, eo that lie
witnessed tlic ihçle -.( -,nr.- .,f' ciiptivity, nnd

must liav-e beon ncarhy JO avhen hoe died.

LuRaN to have a purpose in hUeé, andl lie uîa 1.0 il.
Acquire as geese an education ns you can: it la sure
te0 provo useful seimo tiîne. Cultivate sobriety, and
self-control. If sinnors entice thee, consent not.

"Lare 10 ho a Daniel!",
Lare to stand alone !

Dare 1.0 have a ptîrpose firamn
Lare t.0 malto if. Lnown !"'

lIo.oeREADrxGS.-M. Dan. 2:1-13. T. Dan.2:14-
30. W. Dan. 2:31-49. Tb. Dan. 7:1-23. F. Ps.2.

Uneasy lies the head that wears a erown ! Xce-
buchadnezzar, at this time the greatest monarch on
earth, vas troubled vwit l dreadinil dreams. One ht
bad, stranger thau ail the rest. so alarming that he
cuid not sloop, su incohierent that lie could Lotj
r-cal il. lie sends for the niagicians and astrologeesç

ing. Ihey reî.ly "'tell us the dreana aud we wilI in.
ter tet it. Ncbucladîezzar was not to bo Irifled
wilh, nor imposed upon cither,-" tell me both the
dreiiîn :nd ieinterlîretation it,, i..lo ir
uneu u t lu hah be slain." 1!hey could flot dq t
and the du ree ivent forth that the wiae nien shuulà
bc slain. Dianiel and bis ýfellows with te rt--t, %.
13. Now fllows n sur prising exhibition of liresence
tîfLuitit, pjrudne 3anti neîiedge of huitzn.tta-e.
Dianiel cooly reîîlics. why is thie deece so hî'ty'
give us tixu.. and sec what wi- can do." The tune
M.1.s grantcd. Daiticl atil bis three frienda lirayed
together. the secret mas mnade known to tieni. and
they united in a aong (if thanksgiving to God,î v:n
Danîiel îs agaîn broughit before the Ring. He relats
the dretîim îrecisely as it vas, v. 31-35. Next le
gîves the iiiterpretation (S it. Thou (j Kiia, t-Ct a
KX"ii,i ,i Rîa,,e. &c., v. 37. Thi-s was n A it e-t.y
fliittery, fur Nebuch2tdnezz .r hîad reduced înaîz
p.ros ince,, besides Paiestine lIe 'nad almost un-
]iiuited doinmonîtf. though he did flot recogiiize CIa.
(yod liad given it hlmi. ai-s.crt flds h-ed of j: 'i.
v. 38. Mlark. iC vas onb th fh, -l of thîegreat iage
thatvas mi guld ;the rest of it wSs, of baser utetal,
and th, p itr, onî wbicll it restedl, wt-ro p'art uf irsn
anti part of clay. whîcl ceuld neyer unite or have
sirength. The vrhole thing nxeant this .4 "ItîbýLs
the greiat" is beatîtiful to look tît, but 11. bis ns:-
.hc elexuents of durability. Notice the differen:
materialsi/d ~ir' r, 1?ai-, Ir.n. The lirst repre-
sens the sî.ler.dour cif the Chaldeau monarchy as t
now is ; the second, !symbolizes the Moles azd
Persins ; the third, thenaonarchy ofAexanderhe
Great who boasted of universal emnpire and sit-bed
that there vert: nu more worlds t.0 conquer, Cte
toCtrth, the Roman Empire which in turn e-aine
"'the mîstrees of Che wvorld." The second parto <the
king's dreain came true #if years alterwnrds, la iii
overtlhrow.vof Babylon,during the reipnof 3elshazzv,
when Darius Chu Nfed*,an took the kingdom D:tn. 5
31. Thie I-qt ;îart oU 11.wass distinctly fulfilled. fa
Christ wn!s born when Roine at the height of iLs izlCtI
liad decreed chatail, t-o!r(-'-eild slhouid betaxed, L-ai
2. 1. Fni te deis ,f!thesc Aig, v. 44, i. e., be-ext
the last of Chose dnnstie shahl bavi- passed arraY-
Tht, 'fnc t-it on(ttf th, ileh. tittit<iii irithet iîanf.I, r.
45, bas a distinct reference to the JAIcssianic kin-

ouni -a sîpiritual kingdom. Chirist ns its inçi-nart-
wvas to have nostîccessçor. Isaitdfrt-,
v. 44. :Sec Ils. 14'S: 1 L A continually pregre.-siri
kingdora, 1 Cor. 15. 2'. Christ refcî-s to this wbe!
speakinir of the siono the builders set at ilu'gb*-
Matt. 21 : 43-44. So, in everycerise, "tho dreaxasRI
certain and tho interloretation sure,"e v. e.- Si-'buclîadnezzar ivas lione-st enougb to adit Ci -

Daniel htîd -'nit-ed the mystery, and chivaretf
enoCgihto proinotebhiin and his three friends to pia
of honour.

LrÂay froni va. 17-18 the efficacy of nifrd ferre:;
prayer: soe- also Matt. 18 : 19. that ail liomsn I-
stitutions are unstable and changeful, but that 1iI
kingdem of Christ shall endure for ever.


