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MAY 10. PJIILLIÂINS ii:
Golden 2'ext, Phil. 2: 5.

%~ RIS epistie was written at Rome to theChurcli at Phillippi founded by Paul,
Tiniothy, and Sulas in 'the second missîonary
jgurney, Acte 16: 12-40. V. 5. 2'his mmd-

a*ul doce not hold himself up as au exarnple
but Christ. Nor does lie say that we m-ust do
juist "as Christ did, which is impossible, but ive
should regard Him as our model and seek to, be
animated with Hie espirit. V. 6. In the formnof
God-Heb. 1: 3. Uavingt*de essential attri-
butes of God. S. Cat. 6. Thou-ght it -not rob-
bery-beeause it belonged to, Him already as the
second person in the Trinity, 1 Jno. 5: 7. V. 7.
0f no reputation-literally, (e emptied Himsecf-"
of the externat manifestations of the Godhead-
not of its essence. 2book upon Him-implies that
R1e voluntarily veiled Uis glory, John 10: 18.
The form of a servant-contrasted with the
form, of God. V. 8. la fas7ion-in outward
appearance and speech. Humbledi HinmseVf-
assurncd not oniy a lower nature, but a lowly
position in that nature-a nman 0f sorrowve and
acquaiated with grief, .Aatt 8: 20. Obedient-
The highiest test of duty i8 to, obey, even at the
cost of Jife and by death most ignorninious. V.
9. W7ierefore-as the rcward of hie obedience,
teaching us that if we would hereaftor be exal-
ted -%ve, too, niust humble ourelves nov. A
,name-"1 The name." Jesus means Saviour,
Matt. h- 21. VT. 10. L'very knee-Isa. 45: 22,
23, signifying Ilie xniversal eovereignty, 1 Cor.
15: 25. Every tonqJue-every nation and lan-
guage. Lord-equivaient to "IJehovahi"-the
eternal, self-existent God. It is to, the glory oi
God to confoss that Josus is Lord, John 5 : 23.
Matt. 10: 40. V. 12. Wherefore-because we
have euch an illustration of honour and dglory
re8ulting from true huniility. Inrny absence-
Do not think that the work of grace cannot go
on without, Me. Worlc out your salvation-as
thougli al] depended on your own efforts. With
fear-est you fail short of its accomplishment.
V. 13. God wo,-keth-God and man are fellow-
workers in this great transaction, 2 Cor. 6: 1.
We cannot define the extent of free-will, but we
miust not.ignore it. Mon are not lost bocause
they are sinnere, but because they -%vili not be-
liev>e in God'à plan of salvation. The invitation
ie to ail, Isa. à&: 1; 11ev. 22:17. V. 14. àMur-mur-
ings-faut-lnding and contentions about trifles
destroy domestie hiappiness, dis courage chuldren,
disorder society, dishonour Ood, and are opposed
to the geis of Cliristianity, Rom. 12: 18.. VI
15. Blameless-as far as it is possible for sinfal
humnan nature to be so. Sons of God-1 Jno.
3 . 2, 3. Crooked-as opposed to an honest,
straightforward consistent course of life. S1ine
-Matt. 5: 16. V. 16. Holdingq forth--C bris-
tis ns are required both to, 7old fast and to hold
forih the truth-to attend to personal holiness
and to intereet othore in thc way of salvation.
The best kind of teaching is that of exaniple.

6-16. May 17. PHiLiPPIÂNs iv: 4-13.
1 1 Gold£sn Texi, Piil. 4. 9.

HiE Philippian Churcla was exposed to pov-
erty and persecution, and Paul exhot

thieni in this lotter to, patient endurance and re-
sigation to the wvill of God. V. 4. .Rejoice-
T e Christian ouglit to, be the happiest of men,
for in the severeat trials lie lias to encounter lie
can atwaye flnd somcething to, be thankfui for.
Rejoice in th:e Lord-(1) nejoice in the Lord
Jesue as your Saviour. (2) Me your joy be of
thnt kind that proceeds from like-mindedness to
Him-not a moere selfisli pleasure, but the jo of
having Huma for your friend, intercessor, and
guide. Alway-in ail circunistances, whether
of prosperity or adversity. V. 5. Moderation-
considerateness for others, not urging one'is own
rights to the uttermost .void running into ex-
tremes in anything. Be known-Let nothing
inconsistent *with moderatior' appear ln your
conduot towards others. 23/te.ord is at hand
-He will corne agaîn to, judge the world, and
render to, every man according to lis deeds, 2
Cor. 5 : 10. Let us therefore bie charitable in
our judgment of our fellow-men, Matt. 7: 1. V.
6. Careful for nothing-not in thc sense of be-
ing carelesse about every thing, but as in the R.V.

fIn nothing.be anxious," Matt. 6: 25. Carefut-
ness, as the word now means, is a duty incum.-
bent on ail, but Faut is speaking o *f fretting and
worryinc awhich perpiex and distract the mind
and dis onour God. Everytldng-It, le the
Chrietian's jiiege to carry everything to God
in prayer: liewill answer in the way best for
us, John 14: 13. If R1e does not remove trouble,
Hie wilI give strength to, bear it, Romi. 8, 37-39.
V. 7. ~l'he peace of God--coming from. God.
Four hearis-The, heart is thc citadel or trea-
sure-bouse, Matt. 12: 35; and mnuet be guarded,
Prov. 4: 23. It is also, the source of evil Jer.
17: 9, and muet be ctcansed and regutatect, Ps.
~51 : 10. 1 John 1:. 8, 9). Ph/rough ChrIst-fie
alone can bring truc peace into thc soul, Isa. 26:
12. V. 8 contains a summary of duties incuni-
bent on ail Christians, sec also Gal. 5: 22, 23,
and 2 Pet. 1 : 6, 7. r. 9. Lcarn froin this
statement that exaniple is more convincing than
precept.. V. 10. Paul finde good cause for re-
joicing in thc welt-doing of others: so, ehould
we. fie does not refer to, his own privations to,
complain of theni, but only to make grateful
mention of former kindnessee reccived from
those to, whom lic 18 now writing. 1 have learned
-by the teaching of the Hoty Spirit and the
example of hie Master, Hcb. 5: 8. Christian
contentment is not indifference to, the future,
but a conscious trust in God'e overralingprov.
dence, Rom. 8: 28. Vs. 12, 13. Iknow-i have
learncd by experience in thc school. of adversitv
as well as of prosperity that the only w% of
reaching truc contentnient is implicit fait hin
God. Through Christ-who enables me to do and
endure ail thinge by the aid of Hie Holy Spirit
-wvithout whonm we cau do nothing, John, 16:56.
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