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with prayerfutlly faithfully and -loviiigly,
in order to bring hlmi to a right state of
iiiid and lieart.- Wilful negleot of this
very' preciotns mntias of grace, andi of the
Saviour'n dying coininand, is stirely evi-
(lence of a very loiv spiritual condition.

In reference to religion in the faînily,
your coniimittee find lst, that

FA.4ILY WORSHIP'

is very generally observed Ini one congre-
gation of nearly one liundred fainilies, al
but three are in the habit of gathering

nirigand ovenincy around the dornestic
4 & early ail " are reported to have faniily
worship. Soine of the Preshyterios report
very considerabie improvenient iu this re-
spect dîiring the year. One BRys, 1'it is
inuch botter observed and on a wider scale
than it used to bc. "

Une Pi'esbytery reporte a congrogation
of over 200 fanilies lu which 84 family
altara were erectod within the year, and
atiother stili in which 20 such altars wore
rearod.

These cases are cheering, b~ut iaa, they
are exceptional. We cannot shuto(ur eyes
to the fact, that a large nui-aber of fanilies
in a majority of our congregations are stili
liviiig li absolute negleot of fanuily prayer.
There is much work for sessions to do in
this matter. In the language of our re-
port, too iruch diligence cannot ho uscd
in pointing out the blessings to be socured
by the people and diligent use of this or-
dinance, and the ourse which muet reat
upon th'.ise who despise or negleot it.

THE SHORTER CATECHISM,

is stili used in the homes of our.people;
but your conimittee fear that the goodi old
custon of conimitting to memory and re-
citing this admirable summary of divine
truth, on the Sabbath evening, around the
fireside, is not as prevalent as it was in
years gone by. This la k> be deeply de-
plored. Sessions should take rteps to have
this customs revived, where it has faflen in-
to abeyance, and stimulated where it.stili
exista. Ite universal adoption 'would turu
every home into a theoloical achool, with
the parents aà profesr, the children as
students, and the Shorter Catechiani, aa
the toit book. With such theologica in-
stitutions in opération. twelve monthe in
the yoar. all over the Iand, there would
nover ho a dearth of Godly atudents in our
collego at Vine Hill, of devoted and nue-
cesaul miniaters in our pulpits, of intelli-

gent and pions nxet' zad wotnen iii our
pows, uer of inissionaries for hotui home
and foreign fields.

lhe catechisiu is taug,,ht iii most if flot
aIl our Sabbath Sehools. This la well, but
the instruction givon lu the Sabbatli
Sohool cati nover maz< the childron of ur
cliurch as fainiliar tvith tliis pricoloss little
book as they ouglit to bo. Sunli iinstruc-
tion must be supplemented by home in-
struction, in order to ho of any permanent
value to the comiug genoration.

Concerniiig the
OBSERVA'NCE OF THE SABBATH,

althoughi thero is more or less coniplaint
nmade hy aIl theo Preshytories and nmany
sessions, still there la rnuch ground for
thankfulness that the Lord's day is so well
kept ln these provinces.

Tho ctmplaits como chiofly fron towns
and cities, and from places situated along
railway linos.

In the country districts, especia]ly,
whero the ineans of giace are regularly
and frequeutly kopt up, the day of rost is
very well ohserved.

The tendency liowever is to Iaxness in
this matter, and the preseut genaration is
certainly flot as strict iu their observance
of the Sabbath as their fathers were. This
tendency muet. ho faithfully gu>o'ded
against. The Sabbath is a bulwark of
divine construction which it is ail iimnport-
aut k> preserve intact in these days of ex-
cessive dovotion to material int-.rests. If
this God built breast work to piety and
godlinesa ho removed or even lowered, the
inconiing tideo f worldliness wîll carry ail
true religion before it.

Tho Sabbath should ho omiphatically
a family day. lIs holy pause, sifords an
opportunity for parents aud.children, who
are cfton nocesaarily saparated during the
other six days of the week, to spcnd the
hallowed hours togother in the Sanctuary
and iu the home, and if the sacred oppor-
tunities afforded byj the Sabbath ho im-
proved by the fainily, the spiritual influ-
ence oxerted on parents and children,
muet ho of incalculable value in its bearing
on the temporal aud eternal intoeresa of
both.
COMumITIo TEE SORIPTURES TO MEMORY.

it does net appear that the acriptures
ame meznorized in the homesof Our people
to any great extent. A few parents, no
doubt do their dutý in utoring the minds
of their children with the word of God,


