
liâtc 311minq Qtanabian

town of Montmigny, 'tvas then the pastoral parish of
Si. Thomnas ; imagination ca1ti yct tend it, throlugl thc
enechaniting prtn of ycars, its rosiest tilnts. 'was, ini
veritY, -a hlotbed Of political agitationi il' 1837-.8, th'ouglb
tny Scotch grandparent, inaccessible to surrounding (lis.
affection, nevcr swcrvcd an inch front bis allegiance to
bis sovereigni. Not even the fierce, gushing speeches
of lais cstecîned friend and trustcd iedical a(lviser,
D)r. E. Il. T'aché, the village f-Escuilap1ioIs and înloving
spirit of the place, :oui(i prevail agaitîst the decip-rootcdl
loyalty of n1y aîgcd relative and protector, D)aniel
à-le>hersan, J.1Il. A United Emnpire Loyalist, hie iîad hid
adieu to l>blidciphia, and went ini cxile in 1 783
settled and prospered in Canada; and dicd at St. Thomas
ini 1840, aIt thc ripe Igc Of 87 eas throuIgh his long,
bianicess carcer, traie to the tcachings of bais yoanger
<lays."

Il Kitidly cat I recail the wild incetings of ils younig
nien, the inflaniniatory tddresses of its self-eluct.dl leaders
it this niomientous crisis iii Canadian liistorv. But (11s-
Ioyalty wvas nmore titan once rcbukced. Methiinks 1 »sce
the genial, portly L.aird of the Seigniorial Marlor, WViIli.nî
Ratîdal P'atton, bustling round-eagcr to throv oil 'on
the troulile(l waters-ai spIldid type of the sturdy Briton,
-as well as ant enterprising cxporter of Canadianl timiber,
admired even by lais French Cinadian celsitaires and
retiniers, nluough occasionaliy there cropî)ed out, ta nuy
regret, ira his discourse, a dasli of franco-phobia, liard for
aie to fargive, iii spite of ruy partiaiity towards bim."

IlHad lie îîot bcn ta nie a tricd, a revered frietud, evcr
sincc iny inost tender ),cars ? 1)id lie flot tllov aie-
and hov I prixed tic privilcgc-to roanu thecded
througli luis woods aîid j)lantations, to scn cvcry rock,
evcry trec, i quest of hirds' nests, wluich, however, 1 was
not ta disturb. Tfli owner liniseif of a large aviary and
lover of song birds, baU lie tuot tauglit aie the flrst jes-
sons in ornithlogy-a study whichli as so agreeably fille
s0 many spare lîours itu aftcr lfe ? "

IlLater on, on nîy admiission.. as a Barrister, to the
Quebcc Bar, ha(l lie liat entrusted Ie with bis lucrative
seigniorial I)usitiess--tie rccov'cry of tic arrears of scig-
nioriai rents ? "

IDid 1 not, at ail tintes, nîcet witlu a cor(dial wvelconîe
at thc hospitabie board of the Manar-aniong lus five
luandsonic, nalt» boys-aas n io% cut dowvn by the
scythle of the destroyer to one single representative P"

ICommnodore, forgive nie for rendering this tardy
tribute ta iii>' dear old friend-so suddenly, sa iiourn-
futl>', snatched away front a truc.hecarted wife and discon-
solate faniily, on the i 9tli Auigust, 1853."

I fancv 1 cati stili catch a glinipse-as lie burries past
nuy hiappy luone-a long wvhite bouse, withi green blinds,
hid anion- Linubardy poplars, anîidst a plait orchard
and flower garden, dear to a heloved sister-of Baron
jacques Oliva, the St. Thiomîas Nimirod par excellence. I
sec protruding front the motuth of lus ga:ne-ag a Canada
groose (alarde), shot hy biina at l)upuis Point, and wvhichi
luis insel)arable sporting canipaniorn lus Newfoundlind
dog, IlGaispc"-siv.tii out for and rutrieved in tUic basin
af St. Thomas.

" Wlîy do you style hini Ikaroti ? " asked 'Mac: of the
Iles.

"lIt ivas a solibriquet, bestowed on liinîi on account of
lus grandiloquent style of sîueaking and îîoîpous deport-
niet?,.

"T'lhescene changes, but let me continue: Here caties,
crect,1 with a jaunty iiliitary swagger, a formier Lieutenatt
of the Catiadian Voltigeurs, iii the .Anicrical %var of
18 12-brave Doctor Taché."1

"Little does lie dreani, in 1837-%vhen discinting with
such vigour on tue niisrule af England and her dead car
ta colonial grievances-that the tume ivili cone, Mvien a

beltcd kniglit, lie %will, :îs Sir le. 1>. Taiché, be honourcd
witlî the rani, of A\ide.Ie-Caiiup to the Qticen."

id Dr1 'lclié, during tie evetitfui year of z837,
was a daily attenîdanit on his agedi patient-I tnay
add, luis respected friciîd, Daniel Ncl>hîeron, jny grand-
fatber; riglit wJ~l cati 1 still recaîl, after inore titan a
itaif centttry, tiie dialogue exclianged betwecn the phy-
sician aîid lus patienit, on a nietiiorable inîcidenît ')f tlîe
insurrection."

"lTiditîgs of the death of lerioic Dr. Clietier, at St. Eus-
tache, liad just reaclhed lis. A versioni, match exaggcra ted,
was the utfvcrsai thenie of coninent-Chenier, nuortally
watded, liad fallen ta the grotund. His reniainin;'
strengthi ciablc( hit to raise hilluself 0ont:n ktîee, atidà,
thaugn wvakd~ith painu, lue succeeded in takilîg aima
,and shot down an Englisli trooper, whlen a thrust front a1
British biyortet etîdcd bais carcer. Tradition says a
Britisli corp)oral--otit of revenige-tore aut and eat his
lieart ; but this is otie of tue nuany hegcîuds to which
Cluetîier's death gave risc."

"'lic I)octor, as usual, nuade lus iirofessional tiorning
cail ta bis octigeli.riau patient. I'a1insn rtiaches having
becti (iscusse(l, 'Mr. Mellherson eniquired about the iews
ofthe day, %%-len l).'1ahé ith flasluing cyes, sprang front
lais seat, anid aller succitîctly relatitug the particulars of
the disastrous engagement at St. Etistache, added in
17reici-" lle Dr. C/,enier, Af. .lcPlherson, est mort
commne un heros de fancie/ine Greece! " (Dr. Ciietier dieU
likec a licro of ancient (Crecce>. To wvhich Mr. AMcPher-
son eiiii)liaiticallyrc ie"

"No, no! Jioctor! Clienier ivas a rcbci-a rebel tu
bis king and country ! "

"lTle good l)octor ias beside hitniscf %with excitenient.
AIl this 1 lucard aîîd saw witb ni\ own cars and eyes."

IlCommîuodore, the aid U.. E. Loyalist Of t1783, for ail
that, neyer ceased ta esteeni lais trusted îîhysician and
friend Of 1837."

Il Hcre lue contes, the plucky Voltigeur oflicer of 1812,
%valking arnu-iti-arin, past the grand parish churcli, with
bis friend ai tieighiboîtr notary, jean Chiarles Letour-
lieau, the nlenîbe)tr for the comuty-to wvboni hie will
siîortiy stîcceed ; bath arc liturv~iîg to greet the irrepres-
sible, cloquent agitator-rcbel, perhiaps, soute ivili say-
Louis joseph P>apineau, as lie dirives past in lais soit.
cushuiotîcd carniage (tio railroads iii those (Ifys) to Kauî-
ouraska, stopping a minuute to receive a %velconic at AIr.
MNercier's village schîool, wvbere 1 was tiien the biggest
boy of the chass."

Il There goes, i11 lis black cassock, tue %çortluy parish
pricst, Rev'd Curé lieaubicn-still iii the lieyday of bis
usefuticess ! How nuany muore fanuihiar faces of the
period cotld 1 recaîl?"

"lThose werc, doubtless, Nlr. Oldbuck, living -and
stirring actors ii iliat period of the excitiîîg dranua of
1837, relicarsed rit St. 'luouias," observedi the Conîxno-
dore; "but, as onuce a sportsman and still a lover of the
featiuered race, bas flot the autiior of Les oiseaux du
Canada sanie spccially reiembered souvenir of bird-
lufe-saine nueniioralîle partie de chasse, ta tell about in
connectiatu %çith suacl a fainous resort for gante, as the
ba/itres af St. T1homîas wcere iii olden tinhcsil"

IRiglut iveli, Commodore," rctorted J. 0., Ilcotild 1
gratiiy your wvisli, and describe sonie sparting episodes of
tbe past; for, bc it rcnieîulercd, tluere %vere several
nighuty luuiters ta lic fbond, cadi Septetuiber, ensconced

aoi the reedy shiores of tlue Biiisseau de la Cai//e, on the
w:ttcei for ducks or snipc, or luunting for grouse on the
%vooded lîciglîns ai the moututains ta the south. One
bird niemuîary, 1 tluimk, Nvili neyer vanish front mny
renuenbrance:-

A Dity DitEÀM."
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