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limecs trials, indced. Botany, however, %vis a deligbit,
for she loved flowers almnobt as înutcb as she laved lier
teacher, bier uncle Leoliald. Every day. loci, besides the
lessons, a chapter of the Bible %vas read ta lier, and on
Sundiys she could never go to steel) iii curcb, but
niust listen vcry careftitty ta the sermon, and renieniber
the text and the ebief points ta tell lier goverticss. So
this quiet, happy, bealthy cbildbood %vent oit, and she
knew little of the Court tifé tilt îlie had lier first (ise f
il in the shape of a childreni's hall given by the K ing, in
bonaur of the child-queen of Portugal, D onna Mlaria.
Donna Mlaria was a handsonie child, grandlv drcsý.edl,
but flot nearly as graccfnil and attractive as the little
Elnglish Plrincss,. Not long after tbis, Victoria 'vent ti)
her first drawing-roorn. where she stood hy Qucen
Adelaide anîd watcbed the people eagerly, little knowing
%vith baîw nîuch greater interest they %vere gazintg at lier.
But the 1rinccss' wise inother diti not think ilt was good
for bier little datiglîter ta have too much galery, for fear
of turning bier bead. So instead, she look bier owîî de-
lightful excursions, sonehinies in the Royal yacht to the
Isle af %Vight, or somectimies tbirolugl quaint aid English
villages. And ail the time Victoria was becoining iviser
and aider. Shle studied mlany tbings whichi înost girls
at that lime were flot e\pected ta iearn, such as History,

i .tin, and tbe British Constitution. but modern ian-
guages and painting wcre not overlookced, and the litie
Princess sang very sweetly. D)ancinîg and riding werŽ
bier delights, and she %vas very skilftil vith bier lowv.

In spite of Victoria's sweet disposition and j>ieabing
manners, she liad a wîill of lier own. Oîîe day, wben
she ivas tired of practising, lier iusie-teacher said ta
bier-" Tbcire's no royal road iii art ; on)>' by miuch prac-
lice cari vou become jnietrss of the piano." Qviick as
thought the girl locked the instrument, put the key in
hier pocket, and exclinîied-" Nowv you sec there îs a
royal %way of bccomning 'mristress of the piano.'

Up ta this lime Victoria did not know the great
future wvhich %vas %vaiting for lier. Sbe must have feit
that she ivas in saie wvay different froni other cbildren,
for in their play tbey always %vaited for bier ta suggesv the
garnes, and neyer objccted ta anytbing sbe proposed.
She must have tioticed, too, how people stared at her.
but pcrbaps siîe thouglit al] this vias hecanise slc ivab a
"Royal Highness," or that it %vas mecant for bier comi-

panions ratier than, for lierself. At last the tinie canic.
wlien sbe wvas about twelve, that bier friends tbouglit il
'vise ta tell ber tbe trutb. So hier teacbcr put a genCiea-
logical table into a history she wvas reading, and wvhen
the Princess found il she exclaied-" Why, 1 neyer
saw tbat Ihefore.'

"It %vas net thoughi necessary yaU ShOluld Sec it,"
rcplied the govcrtiess.

Tbc Princess lookcd al the papier, and tlien said,
tboughflly-" I ain neare- Ille throne than 1 stupPosed.'
After a minute she addled-- " It is a great responsi-
bility. 1 l'mnderstand now why you urged mie sa muclî
ta learn, even l..aiin. 1 will be good.'" This, great lnews
did flot miake Victoria at ail prond and l)oastfui, but onlly
a little more thoughtful.

Even whien the Princess %vas seveliteen years 01(1 she
was stîli under bier inothcr's dictatian. At a great hiall
given in bier bionatîr by tbe Mlayar af Burghicy, she %vas
allowcd ta stay only ta open the hall with Lord Exeter.
and aftcr that anc dance, sent ta bced, ta rest for the ne.\t
day.

111 1836 Victoria fîrst mct bier cousin Albert, ivho
spent thire weeks at Kecnsington with bier niother and
lierself. There the young people rodle, %waked. and
chatted vogether, and then, pcrhaps, began thie loveC that
was ta make bath tlbeir lives so brighv.

On May 24t11, 1837, tbe Princcss Victoria came af age,

atnd the day wvas celebratcd as a holiday ail aver Eng-
land, %vitb serenades, speeches, and a great Stave mal
iii hanour of Enigland's future Qucen, nioiv nearer the
vbrone ihali any anc: iboîîgt. Earlv on the marning of

-lune 2fid there %vas a great clatnour at the gates af Ken-
sington Palace, and after nîuch dclay the Archibi.shlop af
('anterliury and the Lard Chamîberlain %vcrc adiucd(.

and demainded to speak ta the l'rincess ''an1 ver>' imi-
piortanît businless.', 'l'hey were told that -the Princess
%va- iii sucli a sweet steelp slîc cotîld îlot lie distîirlbed."
Tl'eiî the Archbishap exclainied- ' %Vù are Coile ont
business af State ta the Queen, and even bier steel) must
give way." Th'lis tinmc tbere %vas nio remomîstrance, aîîd a
mioment Iater Victoria, iii night.gown and sbawl, bier
br)raWn hair tuibling over lier shaulders, appeared iu the
daorway, ta bear lierself for the first limne called the
Qtîeen af 1England. How modest and (lignif'ied sbe %vas
in tis very trying situation !Her first %vords as Qucen
vvere- " I beg y-our Grace ta pray for nie ," and bier
tirsv act %vas ta wvrite a letter of syni)athy ta bier avunt.
Queen Adeaiide, which you bave ai] probably becard.

IVitil this cari>' inarning suninons bier childhood
ended, and lier wvomanhooid Ibegani- tlat voianlîood
w'bicli lias sbown ta the Engîislî people the rneaning of
gaod gao'ernmieit, ard ta the: %vrld ilîat truc Qtieen-
liiîcss is.

'Thlis uîîwortby% tebtimainy, by a1 faithiul admirer, is laid
-it tbe feet af lier MaI-jesty, by anc wh'o lias the lbanotir
of celebraving lier oivi birtbdav ain the now august and
historie 24 tb ai MNay.

OUR OW' W'RI'T'ES.

l.N O \OT., May 15, 1S91.

DzEÂR PôosT- BÀ&G,-l tbiik you are quite righit in your remarIas
coîîcerning native writers. 1 hiiive îîoticed that whcn a writer,
or lu fact any onie, wisbes tw perfcct hinîself above tlîe usuali mark,

i t la flot the Canadian puîblic whio give hiin support and helf, but
thc otlier side of the Iiie. 1 know threc personal frieîîds w 1o art
totally bast to canada in thmis 1vay.

The YOUNG CASADl.%v; iS thICrefOrC a Step iii the direction af
ceckiiîg titis contiîiual loss, by suplyiiîg a home mîarke*t, and a
gond one too, for aur own wiitprN and artists.

\Visinlg you ail alcceis.

My D>-.Ai SIi,-l tiik 1 îiay in aIl fairiness appa ta our
tlîree maavîs camer ta lîrovc tbat aur CANAÂDIAN writers and
artists have beeu but wvaiiing for aîî outlet in their owii country.
'Théo surprise Expre-Ssed in reply to, our cheques have a azd Bide ist
wvell as a pleasilig one to liq. p A.

A N'ICE LETT2EIU.

NA NX 1 i 0, B. C.

Dzàn% PowT BÀG,-Yoià amx sn kiîîd ta clildreit, and doîî't eem
to get tireil answering al] theu letv*Lrs tbey write you, s0 1 tîionglit

1 wnnîld tell you about iiiysehf. I love flowers very nch ; 1 aliwsy.,
iîehp rny moter atttnd vo lier plants. We have sorne pretti'
gerailqxui iu a bay %viidow, sud 1 bave a vegcvable gardeiî whîich
1 inade muyself. 1 can't fiud as uîany %vildlowmr up ilere as xuy
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