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The Comutercinl certainly: enjoys a very much
largeer circulation amang the business community
of the vast repion lying between Lake Superior
and the Pacific Coast, than any other paper in Can-
ada, daily or weckly., By a’thorough system of
personal “solicitation, carricd out annually, this
jourrnal has been placed upon the desks of the
majority of business men in.the distritt desiznated
above, including Northwest Ontario, the Provinces
of Mamtoba and British Coluinhia, and the Turris
tories of Assiniboia, Alberta and Saskatchewan.
The Conumnercial also reachies the leading wholesale,
comsnission, manufacturing and financtal houses of
Eastern Canadz,
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H[}'DSO.\" BAY ROUTE

Thosé who advocate the opening of
the Hudson Bay route might point an
argument from the fact that Arch-
angel. or. the White Sean, in northern
Russia, is a eity of 20,000 inhabitants,
situated in a jatitude corresponding
withh Chesterficld Inlet, on the north-
ern part of Hudson Bay, but with o
more severe winter to contend with.
Vessels to reactt it have -to round
Nortf: Cape, several hundred miles
nearer the Tole. Yet, while its zeu-
son of navigation is les; than hra:
months, the Jatest returns at hand re-
rort 471 vessels as arnving in asin.
gle year, and its cupmerce as excced-
ing §6,000,000 anuunlly. .

ROUTES TO THE YURON

The Territorial government is likew
Iy to make a move to open the Edmon.
ton route to the Yukon. This is a
very lmportamnt matter for the Terrl-
toriee. It would bo of immense value
to the farmers and producers of the
territories, as well as to the business
community, to hare an inland route
to Yukon .opened up., Peopnle who
come thiz way will buy their supplies
here to a large extent, while a large
portion of the supdlies taken in via
tho water routes will come from the
United States. The pecple of the
terrltorles are most deeply interested
in -this matter, and the government
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of the Torritories is no doubt acting
wisely in golng adliead at once 10 open
the route, without waltlng for the
Dominton government or other outside
Influences. It Is a onpse In whicl) delay
might cause sexious loss, ;

PILGRIMAGE TO WASHING-
TON.

It' is to be hoped tho visit of the
Canadian ministers to Waghington
will be productive of good results,
in securing an amicable understanding
on several questions cuusing Irritae
tion between the two countrles, While
1t Is understood that the seal confer.
ence §s tho Immedlato cause of the
visit to Washington, it is zumored
that there may be a discussion of sev.
eral questions of International inter-
est, Canadians are desirous of cul-
tivating the most friendly relations
shlp between the two countrles, White
preserving reasonable  patlence and
dignity when confronted by the ad.
verse legislation concerning this couna
try, adopted by the United States,
we should at the sampe time show when
opportunity oceurs, that we wish to
Hve on friendly and intimate business
terms with our neighbocs,

The seal question has beon perhaps
the principal cause of irritation -
tween the wwo oountrles of late
yeaxrs, The United States has forced
this question at times in a harsh ang
unfrlendly manner, and bhas been un-
reasonably slow in making the amend
tonorable widch {t was called upon
to do ab a result of the Paris con,
ference, Though @ long time has
clapsad slnce that conlferenge, the Can,.
aftlinns who had their property unlaws,
fully szized and confiseated, have not
yet received any compensation,

Looxing at the matier from o Wusi-
ness point of view, we cannot ¢ee how
the sealing question can be mixed up
with other questions in & general set-
tlement. Each question should be
consideréd on  it8  merit and
settlod  on  that basls, Canady,
shonl? not he asked tc forego awuy
vight in relation to sealing, Su re-
turn Jor any trade concession on the
part of the United States. The bal-
anee of trade betwreen ‘the two coun.
tries Las always been in favor of the
United States, and the latter country
will gain as much if not more than
this country, by any movement in the
Girection of reciprocity.

If an amicable undcrstand ng can. be
arrived at upon the sealing question,
1t will be & matter fur coagratulation,
There are also other matters, such as
‘tha adien labor question, the Atlantle
fisteries, the fmportant matter of
freer trade relatiousihiy, and several
ninor issucs, all of whick should be
euslly capable of amicable adjustment,
if approaciied in a friendly and busi-
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nesslike gpirit from bLoth eldes. The
Ilea of lumping these issues all togoth-
cr, as  reported from  Washington,
however, does not seem like a business
way of settlement. If each suestion
could bo constdered upon tts mertt and
gottled  separately, - it would geom
more like a business way of golng

. abous the matter.

WINNIPEG WATERWORKS

An adljourned speclal meeting of tho
Yinnipeg Board of Trade was held on
Tuecsdaly afternoon, to discuss the
waterworks question. A motion was
carried to the effect that the work
should be constructed amnd afterwards
operated by a commission, to Le ap.
poluted by the city council.. A metlon

_to tho effect that the wcommigsion

should bz appointed by the judges,
from a numbter nominated by the counn
<ll, was defeated. It was further de.
clded “that the question of the coity
taking over any portion of the exigt-
Ing works, and also whether construc-
tion of the works bo by contrakt or
doy labor be left to the commission
for decision,

On Tuesday ovening a special session
of the city cowreil wap held to con.
sider mainly the waterwocks ques-
tion, The countcl deslded thoy would
blace: their standing ou the questions
befcre the electors and alter o brief
discussion the following was agreed
tof: . . .
Shall the city purchase any of the
Dresent ccmpany’s property ? ‘Yea.

Shall o commisslon manage the
walerworks departient ?  Yes,

Shail the work be done by contract ?
No.

Shalli the work bo douke by day
labor? Yes, ' o

The question will bo voted wpon on
Nuvember 24, when tlie electors will
have the opportunity of voting upon
the main question of establishing a
system of waterworks, as well as upon
other questions such as tbe manage-
ment of the work by a commisslon,
whether it shall be done by contract
or day labor, and whether the city
should purchase any portion of tho ex-
Isting system, In discussing the ques-
tioit as to whether or not the. city
should purchase amy portion of the
existlug system, The Commercial said
that it- was o miatter for experts to
decide.  The valjue of tho present Syse
tem will probably bo almost dnstroyed: :
by the coustruvtion of a; new system
by the city. From a business point of
view the unumecessury destruction of
property would be unwise M@ could
not but result injuriously tolthSwcity,
I{ any part of the present systom can
be used to advantage by the city,
and ¢an be cbtained on reasoniable
torms, it shimld undoubtedly be ac-
Quired. Thisis simply good business
economy, L



