
THFE COMM4ERCIAL-,

Ciipitol., This f act is beginning to bue ru-
cngnized by thoso nuost interested, and
durirrg tire next year mn uvei mnoro rapid
irroreaso to tire volume of trade is uxpect-
cd, thirr lias talion place duringl,8S2. It is
i:ot te bcn expeeted that castorn rvholesale
1 ouso3 Wiii retire fromn such a virhrable
field, simd thc illcreaso iii tire business
dne will Icave plenty o! scope for their
efforts, liesides taxirrg tiruse of tire local
houses te their utrnost, They -wiil find
kien conpetiticîr on the gronnd, however,
anid cornpetitiorr that ivili cornpei a good
mxarket for tire purcîrasers cf tire North-
Wvest. ____-

THE MANCHESTER CANAL.
Tire C/rader owriu f Decemr-

23rd, containa tire gist cf the blli now
Weor tire Irnperial Parlianient, asking
powerà for tire construction cf thc great
s-hip canal between tîrrt City an-? Liver-
pool. Tis sceone lias been tai -ked cf
for a quarter cf a century, and rvas by
many rankeU. as one cf tire great
dreaxus cf crazy engineers. It lias steadi-
ly gained favor, however, even among tire

Eglishmen 'cf the most corievtv
ideas, and tirere can ba little donlit but
tlre great wvork wvill lie commerrced and
courpletod before tire present generation
passes away,
Parlitimentary powers for suci an under-

tâling are not se easily olitained in Eng-
Iiirra, as in our Westorr. Herrnispirere, and
thre greatest and rnost stubioru figlit ivili
no doulit be te secure tire sarrction cf thre
House cf Coamons, and House o! Lords.
Unfortnnateiy tire existingriglits cf every
obstructive crank: iho opposes the seienie
wiIl meet witir an amount cf coasider-
ation before tire corrrmittce cf tire House
cf Commorîs, wii te the progressive
resident cf this w~resterun land rvouid seemn
unreasonabie. The work Nvill nre doulit
lie hri'irpered Nvith rnany conditi-ons, ýylrich
wvill.prove a great scource of anîroyance
te its proectors, and when pmr]iainreatary
pçiwavrs ate secured, it Nvould lie eiffleuit
toe -fr-cd ýSre in- a new country like our own,
,%vIs wvould beil upon tire scheme and
prophésy success te it finarrciauly. But
Entlishmen are accustonred to such oh,-
striretions, und thie enterprising portion
of thei are preprired te inect thora in. tire
most piIosôphical mariner; and treaf
theni only- os difeiisthat muàt lie

The figures connected 'w*,lr tis short
-tuii lÔkWùp pin -tlie7 ee cf westein

pioncer te a magnitude, tjuat ruakos luir
worrder if tire wholc affnnir is not a pions.
ant littie piece of roinrurce. The capital
cf tire Comnpany undertaking tire wcrk is
te bo six million pounds, or neariy crie-
tîrirà cf the no w inoerenused capital cf tIre
Cauradian Pacifie Raihvay Comrprany, ivio
are te bniid a railwriy froua tire Atlantic
te tire Pacifie seaboardls. 'Tie shrrres tee
are te bie only ten porrmds cadi, se tirat
tiuoy %vill lie Nvithn the purcînse power
cf the artizen classes. Sucir figures irr
corrnectiour rith tire constructionu of a
canal between two cities irr tire sanie
county, (amd couruties are ruot overiy large
in Eîrglancl) arc certairly asteurxiin te
tire residenut cf Westernr Arîrerica, but
tircy go te prnve tirat flritairr las stili the-
poiye-r and caterprise te accorruplisi linuge
undcrsakings iru tire imterests cf commuer-ce,
cf wlrich sie liras licou tire 4tuardirm and
piorreer iri bygý,one centuries.

There are maruy schireres spokeru cf r-e-
gardmrg a waterwavy lietîeen Manritoba
and the Atlaintic or Hucison's Blay shores,
moe- cf wviicli have probalily yet tak-on
defirrite or practical feraiu. Tire scirene
is practicalin mirany ways, and Nwould cor-
taunrly lie acc-)niplislied at a ranch base ex-
pense thuin the Manchester Canai. It is
by ne means likeiy that capital for suncb
an undertakiing Nvill lie plentiful emougi
in the Nortiu-vest for ycars te corne. It
is more than possible, lrewever, that lie-
fore tIre close of tire preserut century goods
ivili bie shipped liy arr ail water route be-
tween Wirnnipeg, the centre cf wiueat,and
Manchrester, the centre of cottori manuu-
factures. TIre niost imîprobable liurk ir
the cowinectiori is conrpleted, wiror the
canal frerru the River Mer-sey te Manip-
ter is corrstructed and in operation.

A BOARD) OF. TRADE.
Sueir an irr-titution as a Board of Tradc

seeras te lie indispensible ia a western.
City ,>r towur of nazdêrate- size, and the
formation o! one in a new teovn, is con-
sidered f. big step towards its comnnerciml
progress. The influience of sucli a board
shouid lie felt thrco%ut thtc City or
towu's 'wholu business s4htem, à, id its au-
tiens should lie frmned se as te put a
r.heck upoxi nny movement tirat woukd
injur~e the prospecta cf trade, wviilr it
shon1d 'le prej . xed te iend a .hclpimg Iéyrand
teo amy that would furtirer the ;,nterests c!
the saine.

There ar6«n*umeý~oùsiscs wlrerd
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the titie, Board of Trade, lias becîr sadly
rnis.applied, and rrnd13r that nirne sonie
vory qirostionable institutions have bue',
represcnted to tho people, as guanting
commuercial interesta lIn Chicago, for
instance, the Board of Trade is an inisti-
tution wlrich regulates3 a systoui of gam-
biing iirutie products of tie'country, and
in Milwarukee srnd othor citios tihe institu-
tions know~n as Boards of Trado, arc
very littie better than that of Chicago,
arnd there cornmittees settie aird arrange
disputes contiocted wviti purely ganibiing
tranrsactions, and not unfreqlucnt1y have
their dccisions doclared b>' state supronie
courts to lie wvithin the reach of crinia
law. Yet suclb institutions have, been
started Nvith the best intentions, aird if
proporiy guided, iiniglit have heen valu-
rable guardians of trade.

Winnipeg lias a Board of Trade, aurd it
is wcll te inake the friot known, as a rosi-
dent of rit least three xuonths iii tIre City,
and a close ixrquiry is necessary t, -dis-
cover the faut ; and as a residerît of Sanr
Francisco recently said 'while' visiting
here. it wvould require a sheriff's 'warrant
to flnd it. This institution cannotbe au-
cnsed of nisdirecting the trade affairs of
the City, as for rnontlhs it has.been a
pureiy ornarnental conceru, net a nicet-
ing of amy description hriving boom lreld
or action of any kind havirig been taken
on any trade matter, aithougli niirerous
subjects of grerit interest te tire City de;
mand its prompt -attention and action.
Even tire mnuiai meeting for the election
of oficers for the errsuing' yeur bas, been
forgotten, aithougir it shonld have taken
place a wveek . mgo. Such an institution
is certainly ruot fulilliing its mission, pird
cannot be said te guard, the trade inter-
ests of Winnipeg. A Board of Trade in*
this city should bie thoroughly ag,,gressive
in its Folicy, and its officers should lie
ever. watchful tu sec wvhero the influence
of the Bçard couid bce made te tell ini the
interests of tradt. *Wlrea the iiext
rinnual meeting takes place tirerefore (if
it ever does) it is te bru hoped that new
life will lie infnsed into it, and that
officers wili be selected, who xiI keep thé<
board tire nreving powver in all matters o!
coMmercial progress. Na City~ i the-'-
Sworld lias more ,iecossity -for -au active
Board, airdnsone offers.-a vider fiold,-*joe
th l abors cf one, titan Wiruxipeg., Therer
isp nlack cf energy aunong the.- business
meiofathecitj,, if guarded. by a weli or-
ganized anrd mnaged Board,


