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ovcrwlelmliingly Freesoil, as the forermnner of the
Repulblicanl party was then called; the Whigs had
hardly g.thtered theinselves together since the defeat
of General Scott for the presidency; the Democrats,
thouîgl dominant in Stite and Nation, and faitlfuil
to slaverv at every election, did not greatly outnum-
lier anong us the zealots called Comneouîters, who
would not vote at all under a constitution recognizing
the right of men to own men. Our paper vas Free-
soil, and its held uns large anong that vast majority
of the people who believed tiat slavery would finally
perslh if iept out of the territories, and confined to
the old Slave States. \V'th the renoval of the press
to the couintr.seat there was a hope that this field
could he widened, tili every Freesoil voter bcame a
siierber. It diil not fall out so; even of those who
sulbscribed mit the ardor of their political sympathies,
nany never paid; but our list was nevertheless hand.
somîely incrca-ed, and numinbercd fifteen or sixteen
hunîdred. i do flot know ho . it nay be now, but
then niost country papers iad a list of four or five
luindred sulsciibers; a few iad a thlousand, a very
few twelve hundred, and these were fairly decimînated
by delinîquents. We were so flown with hope that I
renenher there was serions talk of risking the loss
of the delinquents on our list by exacting payment
in advance: but the mcasure was thonght too hold,
and we compronised by denanding two dollars a
vear for the paper, and taking a dollar and a half if
paid in advance. Twenty-five ycars later mny brother,
who had followed my fatler in the business, discov-
ered that a nan who never meant to pay for bis
paier would as lief owe two dollars a year for it as
any less sumi, and lie at last risked the loss of the
deliinqiuents l'y relui ing advanice payient: it was an
leroic venture, but it was perlaps tinie to imake it.

'lhe people of ithe county were mlostly farmiers,
and of tiese nearly all were dairvien. The few
manufactures were on a snall scale, except perlhaps
tIhe naking of oars, whici we're slipped ail over the
world fiom tlte Ileait of the prineval forests densely
wooding tins reg '. Tle portable stean saw-mills
dropped down on the boiiers of the woods have long
since eaten thieir way through and tirough theni, and
devoi ed every stick of tiiber in mîost places, and
lrulnk up the water.courses that the woods lad once

kept full; but at that time lialf the land was in the
shadow of tiiose inghty poplars and hickories, ehus
and chestnts, ashes and hemllocks: and tle mecadows
tiat pastured the herds of red cattle wer dotted
with stumips as thick as liarvest stubble. Now there
are not even stuîmnps: tihe woods are gone, and the
water-courses are torrents in spring, and beds of dry
day in sumer. The neadows thniselves bave
v.muished, for it has been found that the strong yellow
soil wi!l produce more in grain than in milk. There

is more mioney in the iands of the farners there,
though thcre is still so little that by the city scale
it would sceen coimically little, pathetically little; but
forty years ago there vas so niuch less than flifty
dollars seldoin passed througi a farier's hands in a
year. Paynent was made in kind rather than in
coin, and every sort of farmn produce was legal tender
at the printing.office. Wood was welcoie in any
quantity, for the huge box-stove consuned it with
inappeasable voracity, and then did not heat the wide
low roon whiclh vas at once editorial-room, coin-
posimg-rooi, and press-room. Perlhaps this was not
so nuch the fault of the stove as of the building; in
that cold lake-shore country the people dwelt in
wooden structures alinost as thin and flinsy as tents;
and often in the first winter of our sojourn, the type
froze solid vithl the water wlich the compositor put
on it wlhein lie wished to distribute his case; lthe
inking rollers had to be thawed before they could be
used on the press, and if the current of the editor's
soul lad not been the inost genial that ever flowed
in this rougih world, it mnust hlave been congeaIed at
its source. 'lhe cases of type had to he placed very
iear the windows so as to get ail the light there
vas, and they got ail the cold too. Fromt tinie to

time the compiositor's fingers becamle so stiff that
blowing on tien would lot avail; ie passed the time
in excursions hetween his stand and the stove ; in
very cold weather, he practised the device of warminîg
his whole case of types by the fire, and when it lost
leat, wariming it again. 'l'le mîan at the press.wheel
was tien the enviable man; those who landled the
chill damp sheets of paper were no more fortunate
thtan the compositors.

The first floor of our office-huilding vas used by
a sash and blind factory; there was a imîacihine-shiop
soiewlere in it, and a mîîill for sawing out shingles;
and it was better fitted to the exercise of these robust
industries thtan to the requirenents of our more deli-
cate craft. Later, we lad a more comnfortable place,
in a new wooden "husiness block," and for several
years before i left it, ti office was doiniciled in an
old dwelling.onsc, whici we bougit, and which we
used without mnucl change. It coutld never have
been a very luxurious dwelling, and mîîy associations
with it are of a wintry cold, scarcely less polar titan
we were inured ho elsewhere. lI fact the cliiate of
that region is rougi and tierce; and the lake winds
have a malice slarper tihan the saltest gales of the
North Shore of Massachusetts. I know that there
were lovely suiimers and lovelier autumns in mny
time there, fuil of sunsets of a strange, wild, mîielan-
choly splendor, I suppose fromt somîe atnospieric
influence of the lake; but I think chielly of the winters,
so awful to us after the mild seasons of southern
Ohio; the frosts of ten and twenty below; the village


