
THE CIRITIO.

THIE TOSS 0F A BALL.
CHAPTER 1.

"Esther," began MIr. Sweetapple, and paused beuitatively.
"Ycs, Silas ?" re8ponded bis sister, pausing likewise, but interrogatively.

Silis Sweetapple was a small mnan ; rotund, dspper, and habitec. in
brown. His ciothes were cut in bygone Quaker fashion ; bis surroundings
ietrsyed the samne bias ai opinion. The handsornely-lurnishod raom

indictied wcalth dominated in expenditure by severe tasir. Evcry article
therein was solid in quility, sombre af color> c xcepting one abject, Miss
Sweetapple.

She was a littie waman, sali, round and cuebiony ; spparently lacking
anigularities af either forai or character. Uer short, plurnp figure was
arraycd in garments of bluieh grey; and the laids ai a snowy neckercbief
crossed upon ber breset were caught togetller Ly a small but v'aluablc
broocb, the centre of which, carnposed of a curved lock ai grcy hair-her
dead fathera-fastcned by a tiny diamond star, was bardered by pearis af
na great size, but af fi.twless shape and color.

1 ad ane object. 1 mistake, itiere were twa aibers,
A cbina basket hesped with York and Lancaster, mass and cluster

roses; and a kot ai bluIc r.bbon tassed carelessly upon the seating ai a
massive chair, wherewith it appeare-d as congruau8 as a tuft af tbistiedown
lapon a mistiff's coat.

Anything more anornalous ta Quaker proclivities than tbat coquettisb
kuot ai hlue ribbon 'twere bard ta find. But il, vas redolent ai ils owner.

Indeed tbe three individuals composing the lianker's houseboid repre-
sented ilirce distinct gradations ai opinion : Miss Sweetapplc ciinging
tensciously ta ihe eustonis and tenets ai the community wherein she had
beeu bain and brcd; bier brother, wbilc repndiuîîog bath, finding himself
continually trarnrnelled by early habit and assaciation ; and swcet, wilful
Clemency, bis only cbild, wba unbesitatingiy avowed bur anîipathy tu
everybbing spportairing ta tlie seci, excepting ber b.-loved Aunt Esther.

She vas coning naw down the garden tbrough the sunshine in lier
higb rcd-beeled alhces and quaini bunched dress ai blo-Z, patcrned avez
with roses, and laoped bere and tbere by azure bows. Possibly it was bbe
sight ai ber approaching figure ibat bridged the pause in bier eiders'
conversation.

IlThee badat sorncwbai ta ccommunicate. Dotb the mattcr cancern the
child V' Mlisa Sweetapple enquired, ber eyes following the father's ta wherc
Clemency halbed, slender as tbe flower, and as pure, beaide a bail white
lily, whase caaiice averflowed witb golden liglit.

Il es, verîiy datti il, and ihat nenrly," replied ber braîber, re'apdng, as
wus bis vont whcn euirred, or carnest, imb Quaker diction. IlEsther, my
daugbter, ie besangbt afime in marriage."

By whom ? Frank Hallis ?"
"Nay, that were stale news," laughed the chber. Ile la=c that a

atanding disb presented regularly once a monîb, and as regularly relused ?"
Il Ctenicy might do worse," reîurnel 'Miss Sweeîappie decidedly.

14Frank is à good lad, and bis father is a man ai substance
44But Algernon Ducketi is more than wcalthy-be is rich."
IlAlgernon Duckett 1"'
Missj Sweetappie laid ber knitting upon ber knee, and surveyed bier

brot'icz in surprise.
,- Vci-;y, Estlier," lie remarked testily, Iltby discernent muet lie limited

if thon i-st not sec whitber this saung mans attentians tended."
Il-ay, 1 marvel not at Clemency's attracting any man," returned Miss

Sweetappie, gcntly. Il %Vat creates my wunder ia ihat tbou alizuld'st
seriausly consider an ciller tendered from such a quarter."

4But wlierefore? WVhsi knowcst thon tu Ibis youtb's diicredit 1"
aakcd the di-concerted fatber.

,,Naught tangible. Ils address is gaod-his speech pleasant," replied
his sister musingly. IlStill, thon. knawest, SUlas, woman'e instinct ait
probcth ihp.i wliereunta man's beavier ieason cannai pierce. flýsides,"
Mlisa Sweeiapplc enquired, flinginig the question witb auddcn dircn.s
Ilwhat knoovet thon ai these Duckctts?7 Who arc thcy 1 Wbencihr
farnily, brecding, or position 1',

"The poascssors of Coîswald ievel sbouid lie somewhai, Esther 1"~
"Truly ; yct pales ait sever 1 should be ' and ' arc.' And mnaybe,

Cotswald Revel, mmcnd and foreaken liy its uigbtfui awners, was more
honorable in its desolatian than under bbe domnination of these mushroom
tenants, wbo, -bc growil of a night, mayr alsa in a nigbt, perchance,
deparl."

"lAnyway thev '-eep ilie place in beautiful order."
"Exceptir& tlac wcst wing. Whercfore," coxnmented Mliss Swectappic

with reflecied cmpliasiq, Il slauld ils doora lia b;xrrcd, ils windows darlcencd,
a.nd access ta the laurel garden wailcd across ? Alto, what mean these
lying rurnora ai sbadowy figures, corp3e-candlcs, and strange, unearîbly
uoises "

14Yokels' gossip, an.d aid wive fables. Esther, art ilion in tby
dlotage ?",

"«.Nao yct, Sulas," replîed bis aeder caily. IlThat charge, meeeernetb,
applied best ta îhee. Greed ai goid is tlia vice ai age; and thou appearest
inclioied ta scl cren ihy daughier ta the hîgîcat biddcr.'

IGold bonicsty acquîred sa a god thîng-ae none knowcib bette:than
îbyzelf," vas the banl:er's heated retort.

41Vérily. Yct it bcbaldetb a prudent man to test ils source ce
tamptring witb the strcitm," vas Miss Swcîapple'n dry Tespofise.

4Nevortimeicas, Ibis suitar dcmnands bonorable cansidcralion."
IlAssurcdly. Vet would bni courtcsy suffice did bisi acceptauce rest

witb ui. 'Wiilion acquaint Clcmency yul ibis malter ?"

Il I doubt my rigbt of withbolding it (rom lier," said lMr. Sweetapple
uncertainly. "Thou would'at, not counsel any such procceding, wouid'st
tbou, Esther ?

IlNay, I counsel naugbî,'l repiied M.iss Swcetapple, folding bier knitting
logether, and rising train lier sent. I have utiored rny testimony, and nowr
thee vwili act sccording to thy lights. The cbild is thine own. Her
disposai is thy charge. I can but pray that Divine wisdorn may guide
thec bath."l

As the door closed upon bie sister Mr. Sweetappie turned, leant hie
elbow upon the higb mntiîeshelf, and reriewed the circumstances which
had culniinated in Ibis cliniix.

To say that bis heart was set upon this proffled alliance for bis daughter
were an exaggeration. That hie fervcntly wished hie niight bonestly desire
it was a trulli. The combined charms af personai beauty, and future
wealth ta bc ituherited in double portion frorm falher and tiunt, natura]Jy
attractud unnurnbcted aiuitors ta pretty, wilfui Clemency. the bankrr's only
child. Amungst these tbree stoad proinnent : Frark Hollis, with wbom
ahe had played, laughed and coquetted (rom bibyhood, and %who precipitated'
bimself and his posseaaiona-rnostly proap ective -be fore ber with whimsicai
persisiency upon tvcry pussible oppcrtunity ; Raîf Aidtn, a Iatwyer of
repute -lîke hierseli a recustani from Qaaker tenets-grave, scholarly, self-
possessed, wboso woaing was as etaid as 1"rank's was impulsive, and wvhose
love was infinitely deeper ; and Algernon Duckett.

St. Mlildred's wss an ancient catbedral city girded by the Stour, a clear,
il sormewhat, narrow, river eunning a long aud plicid c3urac b!fore %videuing
into the estuary that j uined it ta the eca. The community of St. Mildred's
waA dignified, jirasperous and conservative. Around and within it dwelt
famies of pedigree, culture and pobition, ytt noue bore a name more
bonorcd, a lineage less etained, than that of lilas Sweetappie. blen
trusted him. mInt bis bande, as inta thase of bis ancestors for several,
generations, flowed the wealtb of the district. B-it nev>r bad client opencd
an accounit with so l.rge a deposit as had Algernon Duckett.

A distant contemplation of Clernency had primariiy attracted this
snitor'a regard. Speedily compassing an introduction ta bier fatber, b eu
ingrattated himself, personally and financially, thai t Sweetapple cndorsed
his (rankly outspoken request by promising that 2%iss Sweetapple ind
Clcmency shouid take an early opporîunity of paying their res3pects ta bi&
moviher and his one younig sistor.

From one of the long white roads xeacbing outward from St. Mildredaa
branched, aome five miles beyoni the city, a devious, tangled country lane.
To the right af this, going northward, stood a large, ivy-caàL-d mansion,
iow set in a wood-embowered boiiow. It bad b:longed ta a family oven
older thau its antiquated foun3ations, and Who clung ta its m-iuldering
wails long after empty coffers precluded their repair. At last it was
wrested froru their grip, and tbey went forth neyer ta return. People Who
had known and lovcd the old house in ius picturea que decay mourned ita
impending demolition by incunoclastic progress; but at the eleventI' bout
an enîerprising tenant offéred bim@elf and saved it for a season.

Wbo lie was, or wbence he camne, nobody knew. The cbaugaetranspired
sa suddenly that 2.lmosi simultancou«ly with the lettiog of the deserted
mansion vans af furnituro and otber properlies arrived, and the new tenante
etablished î..z:rselvra in th.. portion of the building needing Icast repair.

Gratitude and curiosity impellcd a shoal af caliers almost before the
new-comets could bce suppo3cd fairiy setîled-avanees reccived with a
cool indifférence that, by precinding intinlacy, graduaily reduccd ai social
intercourse to periodical intercbanges of [crmai entertainmeoiet.

MINr. J)uckett, senior, %vas flot often visible ai home, and seldorn went
abroad. lic was a tal], muscular man, with he-ivy feature.4, and a keen,
w3ndering gaze, supposititiously addicted ta abstruse scholastic researcb.
Wbencc tbis belief originated vras uncertain. Prabibly ils primary b2sis
was a peculiar awcd respcet wberewith bis wifc, a timid, reacrved litile
wornar., witb shrinking maunrs, and a careworn, cven sc-nrcd expression ai
countenancc, slluded to ber bueba.d's Ilstudy,"' a gloomy, thickly-pannelled
room in the rear of tbe mansion, the anc windo-x of wbicb looked on ta a
wczdy court, (rom wvbich nccess was abtaincd ta the disused west wing
upon whose rc-tutation Miss Sweetapple had cast such strong opprobrium.

From ibis cbamber vîi.-rors werc rigorously oxciuded; aibeit, Borne
advcniuruus spirits had aîttrnptcd invasion of ils privacy. The most ptr-
asicnî mcio;.y gained a glirnpse of book-lined walls and a strip of grey sky
above a bal dsrkencd rrinduw-nuîerial fram wbich fact or faucy could
evclvc hle. litre, bowcvcr, Mr. Duckett was generally inirured,
invariably relurning îviiîhcr, even (romn formai gatherings, as soon as dinner
was cndcd, and rcmaining there aiten far on into the night.

But *.bc son went ovcrywherc-iras wclcarned evcrywliere. Recently,
leo, a daugbîtcr, baving finisbed a continental education, bad rcturned
bomne, and fostercd with ze.st tbose social amenities wbarcirom hcer parents
shrank.

She brought a whiff of frcsh vigor int the mouldering aId bouse ; an
inconvenient impettîs, judging by tho repression whercwitb il, vas opposed,
even Algernon vetaiog invitations. ta school-iricnds, ne bis faîber did
lengtbeî:ed visita frorn anyonc.

But Ililda Duckeit could bc az- persistent as lier e1derit, with, morceri
a vcerent irnpetuosity Carrying cverything boforo it like a Match wind.
She rcbelled nt the restrictcd, coopcd up life des-gned for ber, and rcsolved
upon cmancipating bc-self and clcctrifying the neighborhaod liy giving a
ball upon ber approacbing birtbday. Sho isvept away objections, laughed
dia protestations, and surmounted difficultics wUbh a daritg courage
warthy of a better cause, until bier brighi effronter actuahly enlistod an
admiting ca2djutor in bier brother. Then lIild's noul rejajic-d, for she
knew berseli triurnphant.

I amn a fool and you a gicater for thus pcrsu;,ding nma to &ive way tg


