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EDITORIAL NOTES.

There is no doubt that the United States have emerged from the Samoan
Couference with flying colors, and that Germany has had to content herself
with the prospect of much less predominance on the islands than she
claimed. But the treaty guarantees an autonymous administration under the
powt control of Germany and the United States, Great Britain acting as
arbitrator in any difference which may arise, and it is now feared in some
quatters that the unreasoning prejudice against England of the senatorial
tail-twisters and fire caters may lead to the rejection of the treaty by that
powerful and decidedly mischievous body.

We had the pleasuro of atiending, last Friday evening, the exposition of
M. Ingres and Herr Bober, at the Orpheus Hall, of tho system of instruction
in French and German of the Berlitz School. We have not the space to go
in10 the details of this admirabie method, and it must suffice to say that 1t
must be a very stupid person who would not, in the twenty lessons which
conslitute a course, carry away an extended colloquial knowledge of either
language. The school is now opened in room No. 15 of the Queen Build-
ing, Hollis Strect.  The course of twenty lessons will be cheap at $10 to
all desirous of availing themselves of it. The lessons will be twice a week,
aad we wish these gentlemen every success.

In apswer 10 a request to prominent men in the United States and Car
ada for an opinion on the Irish situation, the following was clicited trom
Cardinal Gibbons :—* As far as my opportunities cnable me to judge, it is
the general sentiment of our thoughtful American people that the treatment
of political prisuners in Ireland has been harsh andsevere, and in that view
I am compelled to concur. But I hope this subject is but a passing episode
to be soon forgotten, or at least condoned, in view of the blessings of Home
Rulo anc the privileges of autonomy in domestic affairs which are within your
grasp. I trust that the fricndly relations between England and Ireland will
Increase every day, and the long, unnatural and disastrous conflict will give
place o an honorable emulation in the field of commerco and industry, such
2s happily exists among the States of our Federal Union.”  If all Home
Raulers were actuated by similar straightforward, and at the same time mod-
trate, sentiments, instead of the dictates of unreasoning violence, they would
add immensely to the moral force of the agitation, and to the number and
respectability of their sympathisers,
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We regret to learn (if the Antigonish Caske! is correct) that the anti-
Jesuit agitation has been started in Pictou County. It is laudably charac-
teristic of Halifax, and, as we believe, of Nova Scotia generally, that the
members of the Gifferent denominations live together side by side in amity
and in the exercise of good works. ¢ Unfortunately” says the Caskel, * there
are men in Canada, as there are in all countries, who believe in agitation
for its own sake.  We find among them the men who rosr again t the Jes-
vits in Ontario, the ultra-national fanatics of (Juebec, and a few here and
there who pose as third.party prohibitionists.  ‘They cannot content them-
selves with acting as ordinary citizens.  If they did they would lose the
notoriety and self aggrandisoment which coustitute the sole aim of their
activity.” We are above all things Protestant, but wo recognize the truth of
the Cuslket's remarks, and consider that nothing can be in worse taste and
judgment than any attempt to raise issues of race and religion in tho hith-
orto tolerant atmosphore of Nova Scotia.  The agitation is oue fraught with

mischief, and Ontario has much to answer for in having raised 1t and persis-
ted n it.

In an article on the completion of the twenty-second year of the national
life of Canada, the (Albert) Japle Leaf, after justly describing the career of
Canada since Confederation as ** brilliant,” and alluding to the failure of
the many evil prophe-ies of those who strenuously opposed the Union, con-
tinues as follows :—* The great success which bay rasulted from the union
of the different British provinces on the North Araerican Continent should
serve as a lesson for the public men of the Maritime Provinces. What we
who live down by the sea want is maritime union. When New Bruns-
wicl, Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island are united politically, having
a capnal centrally sitnated, and a representation reduced to one half its
present proportions, we shall be in a position to take our proper place in
the Union.  Maritime union 1s only 2 question of time, but the carlier it is
brought about the better it will be for 21l concerncd. There is a grand
opportunity here for politicians who may wisk to obtain a niche in the
temple of fame to acquire the desired object by agitating and bringing to a
successful issue so desirable a resait.”  Abiut eighteen months ago we advo-
cated Maritime union in Thu Crite  The subject does not at present seem
to have attracted public attention or discussion, but we are glad to give

further prominence to the views of our contemporary in which we entirely
agrec.

Amongst the other hygienic fads and fanaticisms daily dinned into our
e-rs, we are inclined 10 tifink that a great deal of nonsense is being writien
sbout cigarettes. We do not care about eigarettes ourselves, and very rarely
smoke onc, so we arc quite unprejudiced. We should imagine, unless
smo .cd to great excess, that they are too light smoking to be nearly so hurt-
ful as some of the doctors are said to pronounce them. Excess will no
doubt tell in cigarettes as in every other form of indulgence. Butthe insis-
tency of the hygienic alarmists seems to have captured the impressible
American mind as found in Michigan (do they not call themselves Michi-
ganders ?) and, with their wsual precipitancy, they inconunently rush into
legistation, and the House of Representatives pas es in red-hot haste an act
prohibiting ¢ the manufacture, sale, keeping for sale or giving away of any
cigarettes cr imitations thereof” It is not easy to imagine exactly what
an “ imitation” of a cigarette might be. It scems to us that the original is
of so mild a potency that an * imitation” must be absolutely innocuous.
Qur expericnce, however, is we confess limited, and wo do not desire to
question too closcly the wisdom of the American Solons whose range of leg-
islative capability ranges from the storn decrees of tail-twisting and foreign

labor, to the prohibition of tall hats in California, and the festivo cigarette
in Michigan,




