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HOME AND FARM.

This depattment of Tur: Critic is devoted exclusively to the intereats of the Farmers
iathe Maritime Provinces, Contributions upun_Agricultural topies, or that in any way
rlate to Farm life, are condlally fuvited,
Grange meetings will be promptly fuserted. Farmers' wives and danghters should make
1Lis Seumment fn Tur Cmneamedium for the exchange of ideas an such matters aa
wore directly affect them

—

Ax Isponrant Marrer.—Si,—Permit me through your columue to
all tho attention of tho powers that-bo to the importavce that exists for
improving our breeds of horses in this province. Thexe, 1 regrot to say,
pave beon much noglected in lato years, und tho animals now raised, with
wmo few oxceptions, are a poor woedy stock, searcely suitable for our
towo market, to ssy nothing of outzido markets. Tho importanco of
juproving our breeds of horses was nover moro appirent that it is at
present. The English Government aro desirous of procuring & number of
suitable horses for remounts and artillery purposes, nud they have nuthorized
Col. Goldie, tho Stall Adjutant Genersl, to purchaso a large number in tho
Dominion, but I am ufraid that the Colonel will not find nearly so many
suitsblo horses in this province, as ho would havo dono had the stock heen
kept up to what it was some years ago. ‘Thore was a time in the history of
this province when cur farmers had a chance to hreed from first-class
thoroughbrods, and then Nova Scotian horso flesh was of a higher typo than
pow. Traces of this good astock can be found even to-day, but it has been
greatly degenersted, by being crossed and recrossed until wo have nothing
but weedy stock not oven suitable for the plough. If this state of things
is to bo remedied, the province should at once purchaso several thorough-
rd English stallions, sound in every particular, of larze bone and
wubstanco, mot less than mxteon hands tigh, and with an undoubted
pedigree, such a8 would ho 1ccogmized by our horse-bresders. ‘Tho
province should lllguwlso 1mport seversl Norinan Porcheron aud English shiro
meres. By crossing theso breeds with the thoroughbreds, the produce
would be horses suitable to the neods of tho army ; their speed, endurance,
weight and bone, would in fact Lo sufficient for all purposes; and our
farmers would find that in such salabla stock they could make a handroma
pnofit.  Wero the thoroughbseds to which I have alluded imported this
summer, wo should he placed upon an equal fooling with our sister
provinces in competing for a trade which promises to greatly develope in
coming years. Already New Brunswick, fully alive to the need of improv-
ing her horse stock, and realizing tnat both in England and on the
continent there oxists a good market for first-class animals, has imported
several stock horses of the classes referred to.

If our Nova Scotian Government will take the initiative in this matter, it
will deserve tho gratitude of all those who aro interested in seeing our stuck
improved. I trust you will send a copy of your paper containing this letter
to Mr. Fielding, and also to tho legislative Committes on Asricultura, so
that the gjuestivn of improving our stock may bho brought definitely before
the Legisluturo during its present session. 1n conclusion I wonld like to
all the attention of thesa geutlemen to the Frouch law with respect to
butse-brealing. In France all vwuers of stallions aro obliged to havo a
Guverument License, aud a velerinary surgeon is appointed as an inspector
in every district.  This offectually prevents breeders Leing imposed upon
by owners of uusound apitals, and the result is that the Fronch stock nas
been greatly improved, and is considered e¢qual to tho best that is 10 be found
oa tho continent. 1 trust that the burden of woik imposed upon the
goverament and legislature will not be so groat as to provent their giving
this matter attention during tho presont session. If wo allow tho yoars to
dip by, New Brunswick aud Princo Edward Island will take advantago of
the trade, and Nova Scotia v.ill get a reputation for not having horses
witablo for the market, in which caso it will take her many vears to ovor-
come tho prejudico thus established. Yours, :

Honsexax.

lurpoveMENT oF Stock.—Many farmers complain that they cannot
sfford to purchasu first-class stock ; Lut if they would only try and improve
tkeir breed from those which they own, they would, in a few years, instead
of owning scrub cattle, have a herd of really excollent grades. Farmers
should tuink twico boforv selling their best calves to tho butcher. It is all
very well to imagine that you can replaco these for less money by purchasing
{rom your neighbors, but this is a mistake ; butchors, a3 a rule, understand
therr business, und thoy are quick to huy up calves in good condition, and
thw in bargaining for the lesn ill.conditioned young animal. Henco, s
large percentage of the calves that aro kept for raisiug are those which have
been unsalable ; and these, when grown, are comparatively infarior ani-
wls. You muy not be able to purchaso thoroughbred stock, but you ean
take advantage of thoso owned by the county, and keeping over only the
uost prowising-louking calves, you can improve your stock at a compara-
tively small outlay. A Colchestor farmer, who is fully alive to the value of
good stock, writes that ho is surprised that so fow farmors recognize the
impottanco of raising ouly good animals. He says a poor steor or a poor
beifer will cost s much to feed, and require quite as much looking after as
eil-bred animals, which would be much more profitable to raiso ; and
egrets that so many of our farmers are tewpted by what they consider a

offer to sell their best calves. Tho cheapest aud most suro way for a
umer without large capital to improve his hord, is first to breed from the
!, and second, to carefully select those calves which he intonds to raise.

When a crop, whethier of grain, hay or animals, has been made, it is
8 worsl possiblo policy to sell it injudiciously. Marketing the produce is
If tho battle. A farmer should use as much judguent on this point as

Newsy notea of Farmers' gatherings or

Eaqos siourp Br Sotp BY WErOnT.—Any ono visiting the country pro-
duco markets in Halifax muat be surprised at the number of oggs which are
offered for anle at this season of the yoar. Tho hundreds, yes, thousands of
dozens which oro sold overy wack, are hought up readily ; and the city
housekeopora, who, during the severity of the wintor, have had to depend
upon the supply of oggs laid down in tho autumn, or who have hiad to pay
fancy prices for eggs which had the name of being *¢ frosh,” although thoy
oftentimos proved not to be a0, are thankful to ho ablo to again buy genuine
fresh oggs nt modetate prices.  Another thing that strikes ono in visiting
theso markets is, that eggs aro still sold by the dozen at tho market price,
without any regard whatover to their siz2  One city dealer has mado a new
departuro by selling his egas at so much per pound ; this is the true method
upon which egzgs should bo bought and sold. It is just to both buyer and
sollor ; add wove it to becomo a goneral prictico, thise who havo takon the
trouble to raiso good breeds of fowls would reap a fair roward. As it now
is ono doson ogus laid by the ordinary native hens fotch the same prico as
an equal number of exgs laid by a thoroughbrad Brunah or a Leghorn hen.
‘[his i3 not as it ehould he,

Never cut down a treo in a field that is to bo cultivated, but dig arouad
it and cut off the roots, whon it will fall over acd the stump cian be
removed at once. A stump in afiold or garden js as bad as a rock and
harder to dig out, but if taken out with the treo the job is not a diflicult one.

‘The farmer's wifo has to do a greater variety of things than most people
who work for hire. Thero is no word comprohensive enough to cover all
her occupations. 1f the woman devotes her life to beautifying the domestic
cirele, giving up her tasto for out-doot pursuits, sho should at lvast have the
wages of appreciation The farmer's iife is the natuml life, while others
aro artificial.—AMiss Emily A Brunnell at South British Farmers' Club,

A fair estinate will certainly mako twenty milos a day the aceruge of @
furmer's walking. Up about dsybrosk, the farmer goes to the barn, todders
his cattle and spends an hour moving to and fro and returns for brokfaat,
having walked at least threo miles before this duty is porformed. If he goes
to tho field and ploughs until noon aud gots over half a acre with a 7-inch
furrow on a 10.acro field, he covers ten miles; then walks home half a mile
to tho barn, then to the house, making in all near or quite eleven miles ;
repeating this in the afternoon, and fuddering and doing up chores uatil
sundown, he completes twenty-five to thirty miles in a full day's work.

It said that tho celebrated Bakowell, who has doue much to advance the
agricultural interests of Bogland, ouce advised the young farmers to
“gpare N0 paing to know what thay are doing”” This may bo accomplished
by nssociating with other farmors, and learning their mothods, their successes
and failures.  Many new idcas can be obtained by a friendly interchange of
thought. Success in agriculiure domands a fair knowledze of all the real
improvaments in hn<bandry, of labor-saving machinery, the proparation of
soils, of manures and their applicativn, but when the knowledge is
obtiined, the judicious use of it is impirtant. Much can be obtined by
associating with other farmers, aud by observation, aud much by the reading
and study of agricultural literature. The firner who hopes for success
without keoping up with the times, will bo likely to discover an important
mistake.

Tho idea that overy farmer or farm opsrative can successfully use farm
implemeuts and machinery is a serious mistake. If a machine is properly
set for work, tho greatest bungler may perhaps for a time rn it suwcessfully,
but it is far bettor that tho operator of a machine understand all its parts,
their rolutive importance and dependouce, so that ho can watch every move-
ment and avoid breakage or injury. A valushle michine muy be seriously
injured by breakage of some part that a skilled eye would hive avoided by
seasonable attention. Let labor be reasonably skilled.

Columbia, Conn. Wit H. YeoMaxns.

Thero is one pretty sure irdex to good farming, and that consists of tho
condition of tho farm from year to year, hy way of comparison. Brcause a
farm is producing large crops is uot of itsolf sn evideuce of goed farming ;
some peculiar modes may be adopted that will, by a robbing of the soil for
A time, appear to be profitable, but which in the end prove otherwise.
Muany farms aro put through a sort of skinning process, which renders them
poorer year by year. Auy systein which wall rub the farm is bad farming,
and should be abandoned.

Farmers must look for their profits in reduced cost rather than higher
prices.

ADVICE TO MOTHERS. —Are you disturbed at night and Lroken of your rest by & sick
child suffering and crying with pain of Cutting Teeth? If20 send at once and get a bottle
of ** Mrs. Winalow's Soothing Syrup,” for Children Teething. Its value is incalculable

It will rellevo the poor little sufferer imn.ediately. Depend upon it, mothers; there is no
mistake about it It cures Dyncutery and Diarrheea, regulates the Stomach and Bowels,
cures Wind Colic, softens tha Gums, reduces Inflammation, and gives tone and energy to
the whale aystem. ** Mt Winslow's Soathing Syrup’ for children teethiug is pleamant to
the taste and ia the prescription of one of the nldest and best female physicians and nurses
in the United States, and i« for sale by all druggists throughout the warld  Prce twenty.
five ceats & bottle. Be sure and ask for ** Mas WiNstow's SooTHIXG STRUP,” and take

no other kind,
A CARD

To all who are suffering froin tLe errors and indiscretions of youth, nervous weaknens,
early decay, loas of manhnod, etc,, I willsend a recipe that will cure you, FREE OF

¥ other,

CHARGE. Tbis great rewedy was discoversd by a misionary in South Americs. Send
& self-addresesed envelope to the Rxv, Josxrn T, 1xuax, Station D, New York OV,



