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THE VOUNTEER RLVIEW:

J4NTARY 4

United States was dazzled by the brilliant
prozpect afforded of <ignalizing his admin-
wtration by  adding nearly half the North
American continent to his rule.

It 1s evident that if the States wero pro-

perly prepared and able toinflict % decisive
defeat on tho British North American Squad-
ron, avery material effect would bo produc:
ed on the stato of the belligerents on the
Suropean  continent—but although someo
steps had been taken to put the Naval forco
on a respectable footing and to render the
army offective, tho open opposition of the
peoplo of tue Eastern States rendered all
efforts futile—the war was unpopular with
the people—such being the ostensible mo-
tives for hostilitics--the relativo coudition
of the bolligerents emands attention.

With all the advantages of an unchecked
and unimpeded Naval admimstration without
the routine or jobbery which characterised
the Loglish Admiralty of the period, the
United Rtates Executive dealt directly with
the Contractor and had their ships built
under the immediate supervision of the
officers which were d.stined to risk their
lives and professional reputation in command
of them, it is no wonder if those vessels were
effective or where individual inventive abil-
ity had such ample scope, startling inno-
vations in Naval architecture and appliances
should have resulted.

As an instance of tho effect thus produced
the circumstances ~hich led to the construc:
tion of those socal ed Frigates which created
such a sensation during the war will be
interesting,

[nspired by feelings of hatred to England
and wishing to aid the cause of Revolution
in France the United States administration
in 17, pushed their complaints against
England to the verge of war. To meet such
a contingeney the President ordered the
construction of two 74 gun ships and one
44 gun Frigate, the former to measuro 1620
tons according to the Aserican method, but
nearly 1750 tons according to the English
mode, the difference appears to have been in
the manner by which the length between the

perpendiculars intended to allow for the rake
of stem or stern is taken—thus the length of
the keel for tonnage of the United States
Frigate President is taken according to the
first system at 143 feet; according to ihe
English it would be 146 feet 73 inches—the
first multiplication of the American system
would be the breadth across the frame or
moulded breadth usually called the breadth of
beam, but the first multiplier of the Brilish
is that breadth with double tho assumed
thickness of the plank on the bottom, which
thickness would be in vessels of this class
fiveinches—this is technically speaking called
the extreme Ureadth, the second multiplier of
each is the respectice half breadths. The Amer-
ican divisor is 93, the British 94. Thus—

AMERICAN MLETIIOD.
145 x 43.6" = 6208 » 21’0 = 12
144418 tons,

TI0S = 95 =

BRITISHE MRETUOD.

146.7¢ x 44.4 = 6302 x 22.2 = 143044 +- 04 =
1533§§ tons.

As tho numbor and sizo of a ship’s guns or
tho naturo of Loer armament depends in a
vory great degree upon hor scantling, it will
bo casily undefstood that o British Trigato
of nominal cqual tonnage with a so éalled
United Sates ship was in roality considerably
over matched.

Owing to Mr, Jay's treaty all hostile de-
signs against England were laid aside, and
as the most oligible moans of rendering the
timbors prepared for the two screnfy-fours
usoful, it was resolved that although begun
as line.of battle ships they sbould be con-
verwed into frigates being morae useful as
cruisers and less cxpensive to roaintain.
This was to bo accomplished by contracting
the breadth of beam about three feet and a
half and discontinuing the lopside at the
clamps of the quarter deck and forecastle—
tho 44 gun frigate was to be rated as of 36
guns.

In tho spring of 1798, the cost of building
thosa two forty-four gun frigates and one of
thirty-six guns came to be submitted to
Congroess, an explanation of the excess of
cost over theoriginal estimates was required
—the Secrotary at War delivered the follow-
ing Report :—

** It appoars that the sirst Estimato rendered to
Cungress was for frigntes of the common size and
dimensions rated at 36 and 44 guns, and that the

approprintions for the armament were founded
on this Estimate, It also appears that when thetr

I size nnd dimenstons came to be maturely con-

stdered due reference belnyg had to the ships they
might have to contend with, it was deemed pro-
per so toalter their dimension without changlng
their rates as to extend their sphere of utility as
much as possible. It was expected from this al-
teration that they would possess in an cmminent
degree the advantage of satling—that separately
they would be superlor to any single YFuropean
frigate of the usual dimensions—that 1f assailed
Ly numbers they would be always able to lead
ahead that they would never be obliged togo into
action buton theirown terms—and that in heavy
weather they wouid ve capablicofengasing double

decked ships.”

Good sufficient and judicious reasons for
tho alterations, suggestive of a vigorous and
enlightened Naval administration—but these
Frigates were intended to mount in reality
62 guns—and the President moulded on
similar lines wanted only about five feet
beam to be a larger ship than the generality
of British 74 gun ships—her yards. were as
tquare and masts as stout and tbe thickness
of her topsides greater—measured at the
main deck portside it was 1 foot 8 inches,
while in apy British 74 of 1,800 tons it was
only 1 {oot 6 inches—atthe quarter deck
port side,of the latter the tiggkness is 1 foot 1
inch, of the formor 1 foot 5 incues,

The armament of those Frigates were in
proportion to their dimensions—the Presi-
dont had fifteen ports and a bridle of a side
on her main deck—cight of a side on the
quarter deck, and four of a side without
reckoning the chase port on the forecastie—
this gave the ship fifty four ports for broad-

sido guns, but thero woro means for mount-
ing sixty-two Yroadside guns. Instead of
hor gangways (or passngo from tho quarter
deck to tho forocastle) being four or five feet
in width thoy were ten feet—this was to allow
room for the carringo and slide of n 42
poundor carronade—to avoid the necessity
of uniting tho quarter deck and forecastio
barricades (bulwarks) and thus dostroying
the single.doocked appearance which for

purposes of deception it was neccessary to

maintain the stanchions for supporting the
hammock clothes ware of extraordinary
thickness and so arranged along the gang-
ways a8 to form ports for four guns on each
side, the breechings were to pass round the
iron stanchions: chocks were fitted to theso
gannvays to receive the carriages and the
guns could be us effectively mounted and
worked as any in tho ship—the waist still
remaining open as in any other vessel of her
nominal class. Experience eventually prov-
ed that the vessel worked better without the
gangway guns and it was docided to add two
carronades to the 54 she carried which was
effected by fitting the gnngway or entrance
port to receive a carronnde. The United
States frigate of 44 guns mounted 30 long
24 pounder guns on the main deck, 18 car-
ronades 42 pounders on the quarter deck,
and 6 carronades 42 pounders with 2long
24 pounders on the forecastle, total 56 guus.
The crew of an American 44 gun frigate was
475 men and boys distributed according to
rating as follows, viz: officers and petty ofti-
cers 8§0—able bodied seamen 180-—ordinary
scamen 145—marines 56, and boys §.

The dimensions of an English 44 gun

frigate belonging to the same nominal class
as the President (of which there wereten in
the British navy at the begining of the war)
would be of a burthen of 1374 tens—length
between perpendiculars for keel measure-
ment 143 feet by 42°.6” beam. Thus—
143 x 42.6 =6077 x 21.3=129136-+-{ 4=1374 tons
The guns of the American frigates wore
mounted on high carriages and the elevation
between decks allowed this beingover eight
feet, while those of the English vessels did
not exceed six feet. The advantages poss.
essed by tne former at long ranges is suffi-
ciently evident, and in the then state of
Naval tactics fully sufficient to turn the
tide of victory—-tho classes below that des-
cribed in the British Navy were inferior to
those in the American Navy in every respect.
The cause of defeat is thereforo not fer or
difficult to seek, nor would it he necessary
to detail or analyse it at al), if pcople would
not{ view national quarrels as matters of
personal concern and not refuse to recognise
the value of the powers and ability of the
enemy of their country.

The prolonged hostilities between Great
Britain and France coustituied the Unitad
States the great carrier of the commerce of
the latter power—as England insisted on
the “right of search,” i.e, that of visiting
every vessel encountered on the Ocean to



