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The Presbyteria
whole psalter could bc preserved by refusaI to mecet this
request. Everytliing shotild be donc that wvill assist in
perpetuating the use of ie majestic and devotional
psalnis uistally suni; in tire Cliurch. If xi considerabla
îiunber or congregatioîîs should prefer selections of its
psalins rnostly loved aîid suîîg ha placet] %ith tunas for
coiîvenience ri tie first portion of tire Hymnal part of
tia book of praisa it wvould bc most unvise to deny
tirent. Sometlîing may bc said ont rataining the whole
ps-alter as a legacy from the historic past of Presbyter-
ianisin \V oughit to be wvilling to do %vhatf is reason-
able to sireserve tire lîistoric continuisty of tlîe Clîurclî
Event sentiment may be wvortIiy ot'preserJation if' it lias
its roroês in tire life of the Churcli of carlier times. But
thera is amotlier potant influence at work, 'ltue %vorld
moves and %ve must imove witlî it." Tire Presbytariaîî
Church lias found that out more than once. Site bas
been compelled to break with the lîistoric past in allow-
ing the introductionî of organs andJ iii the use of hynins
ini divine service. Hcwv the question of the use of tire
whole psalter, or salactions wvill end wve of course do not
know. But %ve should secure to congregations such
reasonable liberty to use one or the otlier iii the service
of praisa to Alrnighty Goc>, and wve aarnestly hiope the
day will neyer corne in the history of the Presbytes-Jan
Clitircli tli-ît ivili sec the psalnîis disused in public service.

CII(RCH PRA VER MEETING

A Profitable 'Service.
One of the proîninsent pastors in Chica , whose

prayer meeting is famsous tbrougliout the country, pro
posed the folloin topic for a recent Wednesday even
ing gatbering:1 *Wlî1at sort of a nîidwveek mecti.îg do you
geL ' he most good out of ? He urged his people to conie
prepared to say riglit out wvhat miglit le in their hearts.
Perhaps five lîundred persans %vere prescrit. After parts
of two or tbree stirring hymns had been sung, led by tlîe
pastor, the wvhole congrepation urited in repeating the
Lord*s Prayer. Folloving another Iîymn came the
reading, responsively, of the evening's lesson fromn the
Scriptures. Tien the pastor stated again the subject
of the meeting, told hyIt îd been selected-in order
that he might know what meetings are tire hest for tire
average Christian-then named santie of the subjects
wvbicli, during his pastorate, liad been considered: xi
series of meetings on explanation of the Apostles' Creed,
four meetings on tire four P's, the prayers, promises,
precepts, prohibitions, af the BibAle, nicetings at which
some special tapic intreduced by a Ipecial text af Scrip.
turc liad been discuîssad, mîeetings in answcr ta the
questions, Whiat do the Scriptures say about regenera-
tion, repentance, faitlî, sanctification ? etc., meetings ini
wvlich the clauses cif tire Lord's Prayer liad been ex-
plained, tUiQ objact always lîaving bean ta introduce as
much variety as possible and io have no twa nmeetings
cxact!y alike.

Sanie meetings, tlierefore, liad been alnmost ivliolly
devoted ta prayer, atliers ta conference, in atliers tire
pastor had taken up nearly ail tlîe time, in still otiers
lie hiad said alirnst îîothing. Following tlîis statenient
cama singing, tlien the brethiren beean ta speak. One
said those meetings w~ere hast for lîîm in wvliclî lie gat
the most instructian. He could carry away nîast fromt
tiese meetings. Another said lie camne ta tliese mîeet-
ings wceary and %wanted rest. He thotu-lît tliose meetings
were best iii whicli a Scripture subject wvas discussed
aîîd sortie special Chîristian expericîlce ivas brouglît out.
Another baid ail were good. He could lîardly say
whicli were best. Ha would nat like ta mîiss aîîy of tîeni.
Anotîjer, a prominent business man, said tlîat laelîad
long ago made up his mid that if any meeting during
the wvcek miust be nîissed it would be one on Stinday,
rather than the prayer meeting, tlîat ta linii wvas tire
greatest source of Christian strengtlî. Anotîxer fournI
Iîiniscîf run doivn by Wèdnesday, neading refreshment,
an impulse, a pusli ta tdlke liiîn alorte ta Sunday, so
lie always came to the Wednesday evefning meeting, and
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found what lic %VaS bCUukimîg. iIiUtlC'r gOt Most out Of thre
singmng, n~hiclî in thette iiiiittiiiga 1levly, frequent and
%Veil sustinied. A litst tèpCilier tîtouglît tire good lie
rcceived depended mo itiO tire tipirîtual condition in
whiclieh came Co the ilieutisng".

After rhiese and îimil.is' atit""tisct lind heen mnade
wvith great proiilptiio4s, witlî nat ietitîarks, explanatory
and supplemental, tlîrowîî lis by thec pîîstoi, who stood
wvhite thre brcthron %voio tiiponlcitiî, iboveral prayers %Wure
offered, then th iz wetig wîuî irouglit to a close b)y
%vari 'and glowving %vordîî by tho, p~astor, ~who aîînoune.d
that the ncxt meeting wvotild lie a sort of miem-orial
meeting for several txcollit %voni wlîo hiad rc.ently
been renioved froin tue clîurclî hy death, and thien they
wvould have a puslî mee--tingi in neccordatîce with the bug-
gestion made iii ono of tire tostimondes which hiad bees.
given.

Froin first to last thero wariî siot a mîomnent %vithout
interest. Everybody wîwq on tire alcrt to licar cvcry
word. Prayerî wce tendtir, tîticf, earnest Ttîe- hymns
were chosen with rare Mklilty. 'l'le atinosphere wvas
a spiritual oîîe. In gulng îîway frontî the churcli
one could îlot liclp sayin)g, "A churcli whica bas a
prayer meeting likie tis ciuiot fail to bc a power.- Yet
such a meeting cars onily ho îinitained as a resuit of
constant thouglit andi propalration on tire part of the
I)astor and lus Ieadiîîg popluî.

To have surlh a iotiîig in %voith ail it rasts. Indeed
a church without a iniflwoelc meceting in wvhich
Clîristians are refrerîlîcd and aipiritually invigorated is
no church at ail. In anotlier clitirclî, large and strong,
foreinost in cvery good %vorlc,1 tia pra yer meetings are
places for tire discussion of inaftters whichi concern flot
only the wvelfare of the clitîrclî but tlîe public wvelfare.
Here suci topics as, %Vital (Io parents ove those who
teach their children in ltr Stitdnly Sciool ? What
impression bans tire World'îi leair muade uipon you, and
thouglhts suggested lyý the Stundaiy'to scrmans are con-
sidercd, and awy vt llre n rft h he
purpose in l;orin those îîîectiîigs lias been to caîl
attentioni to the paramiotnt impor'tance of the midwcek
meeting. As one pastor rnLys, put tha prayer meeting
flrst in your though t, tIîo S îundny iliglît service second
and last of ail the servFco oit Stîiclay morning, then the
church wvill taIre care of itgolf. lits churchi doas, and
without any nced of rcîiorting to strange and startling
topics for treatnient or îinîouîîciîg any ncwv departures
in theology or proposing to iliorten his (liscourse to
fifteen minutes.

Any church %vlhose nîomilberîdîii carcs more for the
gospel than for crowds, for trutil tlhan sensation, fur
character titan emiotion, %vill find iii the long run thiat
this plan of sticking to tlic gospel %vill brin g more
people inta the church, and tilitice tirent wort h more
Mi'len they have entered it, iliati inuy other wvhic.h the
ingenuity of mn may invont.

Pondcr the lessors for ta meeting, so as to drawv
out ai parsonal application.

Read thorouglîly hicru anîd therc to secure sorte
striking incident to relato, os, it verse to repent.

Actively seek to brlng otharii to Ilaur meeting."
Yield yourself to tho directing and puifying ivork of

tire Holy Spirit.
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B3e pronîptly and Iuaipily oit Jîund.
Yearn to be a blcimlng to (itlcr.i, îlot bimiply to get

sortie good yourself,
Participate as a ariy aira' uiobilc, aIlvays hopefuliy.
Use tic front .sears 'lTherc q ai blessing in getting

near ta tic speaker and tlic contre of the meeting.
Neyer speak nt Iengtli ; liriefly i% better.
Incline your soul to hoîî plrsîxr and pr.îise, so as to

hionotîr God and ass t tho I 'ner.
Only let your heart bc lîoiie.4t iii ail you say and do.
Notice Uie stranigor, tu tîwîv mieinber, and those

wvho feel lass nt hromie, hy proviîling tirent with a seat,
Bible and hynîn.book iii tlic meeting, and by introduc-
ing tliami aftar tire ilaaotlng.-Lxchaiigc.


