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liko withi biit. " Thtis 1 kuowv is quito iucoinprolicnsibIo
ta somo excellent people.. ...

"I1 atn surprise(i, Dr. South, "said tho Bisbop, «"1tbat you
allow yeurself ta, indulgo se freely in wit whon yeu
preaeh." Il Ah," saici the ready ffivine, Il Your lordiebip
wvas nover teniptcd in that wvay ; God nover gave yaur
lordship wit.".

Any ono persan in the congregation cau set hinieîf to
insuit or worry tbe preacher, and unlese the disturber
promptly flnds bis match in the puipit the preacer is
humiliatod anci defoated.

Mr. Spurgeon has always been perfectiy appailing in
his readiness ta deai wvitii insolence iii the bouse of God.
The finest case on recoi clisj perhaps ono iii whicbi tlire
young fellowe camne in aud settled theinselves conspicu.
ously in the gaiiery %vith their hat8 ait. lu vain the ohi-
cil requested thein to uncover. 0f course Nlr. Spur-
geon's eye wvas soon upon them, and leading hie discourse
round ta, the respect ibich ail Obristians are bouud ta
show for the feelings of otbers. IlMy friende," ho said,
the oCher day 1 went into a Jewish synagogue, and I
naturally uncovered mnv hcad ; but on looking round 1
perceived that ai the rest wvore tbeir bats; and go not
wishing ta offend against wbat 1 supposed ta be tlieir
reverent practice, tbougb contrary to tuy own, 1 con-
formed ta Jowisbi use, and put on my bat. I wcilt noiv
ask those tlv-ee yoitg Jews up in the gallery to show the
saime deference ta aur Christian practice in the house of
God, as I wvas prepared to, show tbemn wlien I visited
their synagogue, and take off their hais." Hie would in-
deed bo a pedant and a prig who could refuse a sympa-
thetie emnile of approval, even in the sanctuary, ta a rebuke
so genial, go witty, and 8o just!,.......

WVhitfield, one hot summner'e day, was preaching on
the duties, yet diflicuities, of self-deniai, and the neces-
eity of entering by the narrow gate, whien ho perceived
the attenition of the people to ho wandering, and hoe sud.
deni" , t t off, and began trying ta catch a gnat that buzzed
pertinaciausly about hie face. IlYou think it quite easy
ta, enter the strait gate, and secuire saivation. Ohi ! juet
as easy as it je for me to catnh this gnat," (grasping at
the inseet again and again). Then, after a pause hoe
opened hie hand and said, solemnly. IlBut I have
rniseil it."

A cunning ehoice of texts bias aiways been a favorite
device with quaint preachers. 0f two rivai candidates
for a iecturesbip on trial, the one preached in the rnorn-
ing from the text, " Adant, where art thou?" Hie rivai
in the evening capped this with, IlLo, bore arn I," and
hie ready wit won him the lectureship.

Rowland Hili's text wlien ladies wore their top knois
ridicuiously high, has aimost hecome a matter of hietary,
"1top knet corne down! " i. e., "lLe~t bita that is on tbe
bouse TOP NOT corne down.'" But nothing but the ex-
ceedîng quaintuese of the preacher couid possibiy excuse
such a liberty with the sense and sound of the sacred
text.e .

But I amn forgetting that your space is lirnited.
Let me just add Mlr. Haweis' closing paragraph:

When I listen ta the stilted and artificial utterances
that I arn octasionaiiy condemned ta hear when 1 go eut
of tawn on Sunday, I arn often reminded of Oarrick'e
advice te, a young preacher, and I would it might ho
more often foliowcd.

"4My dear young friend, you know bow you ivouid feel
andl speak in a matter concerning a friend wl-o was in
imminent danger of bis life, and with wbat cuergotie
pathos of diction yen would enforce the observaLnce of
that whicb, you roaiiy thought wouid ho for hie profit.
You eould net think of playing the eratar, studying
your emp'hasîe, cadences, gestures; you would be youy-

self, and the iiiteresting nature of your subjcct inforining
your heart would furnieh yen with the mnost natural tono
of voice, tho iiiost fitting languago, and the xnost suitablo

geetuires. %Vhat you wvoul(i be thug in tho parier, bc in
the pulpit, and you xviii not fail te louec, ta affect and
to profit;."'

Nor could I find any botter words wherewith
ta close my remarks on life, spontaneity, wvit and
humor in the pulpit. "lBe yoîtrself," said the great
actor; only what cornes from the heart can ever
go to, the heart. It is far more what you arc
than wvhat, you say in the pulpit which affects
yoair hearers ; what a responsibility, 'what a
solenin funetion to impart yourself-you cannot
help it, you niust do it, if you are a preacher at
ail, and not a mere puppet. Wit, huinor, anec-
dote, everything has ta take a baek seat. Let
them ail alone ta corne or go, so, only you labor ta
bo what you seeni. In other wvords exchange
seW£-consciousness for sincerity. Be always re-
ceptive, alwvays aspiring, always acquiriilg, always
sympathizing, always working, always praying.
You need not fear ta poreachi if you do not dare
to deceive. In the pulpit above ail things,'
though yau shauld be a master of wit and humûor,
"le youi-self" or you are nothing.

IR.J. D.

Ctorvczponibence.

LETTER FROM MR. CURRIE.

CISAMBA, MKay, 1891.

DEAR SIR,-Some Of aur people seern ta be

afraid that I arn growing weary of well.doing, for
they complain tlîat 1l do not, write as often as I
was wont ta in t1ie past. In part they are right.

1 have nat written many letters of late; partly
because I could not; and partly because I thouglit
the abundance of what I wrote in the past ought
ta have beeti enaugh ta weary aven rny best friands.
1 send yau herewith the substance of my report
ta the mission for the past year. If you think
well to give it a place in the INDEPENDENT, it May
help rnany of aur people ta understand how my
tirna has been employed.

I seldom lose a number of the INDE PENDENTr,
and always read it with keen interest.

'Yours sincerely,
W. T. CuRRip,.


