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Fllhe SSunday SSchcol.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
LESSON XXXVI.

S} zors xscars rromsopos. | Gef xix.
GoLnkN ‘TRX?.—* Remember Lot's wife.”—Luke
xvit, 32,
HOMK STUDIES,

M. Gen. xix, 12-28,..Escape from Sadom,

Tu. Luke xvii. 20.37..Remember Lot's Wife,

W. 2 Pet, i. 1-9......Ensample to the Ungadly.

Th, Judget-7........Vengeance of Eternal Fire.
‘o Ps, xci, 1-20..,....The Godly Safe,

S, Muark vi, 1.12....A Sadder Punishment,

Sab. Ps. cvin 31-43....A Frutful Land to Barrenness.

HELPS TO STUBY,

In our last lesson we found that two of Abraham’s
heavenly guests, an leaving hins, went toward Sodom.  Ace
cordingly in the begiamn,? of this mneteenth chapter we are
told that **there cav.c tw) angels to sadom at even,” and
that they were met hy Lot, who ** sat in the gate,” with of-
fers of hospitality, wh <l after considerabile pressure they
accepted.

If any evidence were wanjing of the gross wickedness of
the inhabatants of the oy, it was abundantly furmshed by
the conduct of the mob that gatheied around Lots dwelling
in the night with evil intent towards the strangers. Lot
found himself powerless to pratect them 3 and the weetched
Sodomites, mad with nagoverned lust, and brutalized by in-
dulgence in ndescribably abowinalle sensuality, wece anly
restrained whei miraculously smitten with blindness by the
angels, so that ** they weacied themselves to find the doar.”

Here our present lesson begins. It may Le divided as
follows : (1} T¥e Warning, (2) Z4e Escape (3} Zhe Destrae-
twn of the Cities, (g) Lel's IWife.

1. s WarNina.—-Vers. 12-14. The angels now de-
clared the purpose of their visit, viz., the destruction of the

tace, and tohi Lot to collect his children and connections
in order that they might escape. This behest he endea.
vaured to ohey, but he had bheen silent all too loag, and
when at last his voice was rised in warning he seemed
a&s one that mocked unto his sons in law. The
Hebiecw word translated married is sometimes used to mean
detrothal, nnd may possibly bear only that sease 1 this
place; if the word is correctly rendered, then Lot had other
daughters hesides the two saved, and these {with their chil-
dren if they had any) all perished. :

Instead of a place (Sodom) put a condition (the state of
sin in which all are by nature) and the warning to escape
has an application to all who have not already donie so.  In
otder to get Away from this condition aund from the everlast.
ing misery which way at any moment beconie the unalterable
doom of those who retuain in it, we must be conzerted—that
is, believing in the Lord Jesus Christ as our own Saviour
and finding our justification in the atonement which He has
made, we must yield to the strivings of Gad'’s Spirit and
turn (vero, 1 turn) (rom sin unto holiness. ‘Those who are
themselves converted will try 10 arouse athers, especially
those who are near and dear to them, and they are encour-
aged to persevere in their efforts—Hast thou here any
besides? Read the first chapter of Bunyan's *‘ Palgnm’s
Progress.”

II. Tue Escare.—Vars, 15-22. Lot had much to leave
—property, luxarious life, neighbours, acquaintances, per-
baps children—and he lingered, ANl these he must relin.
quish, and that very speedily, or perish with them, buat stitl
he lingeted 3 and it was only by the exercise of a merciful
violence that the angels placed him and his wife and daugh
ters outside the city walls in time.

So 1t is sometimes with the halfawakened staner s ke is
Joath to leave his old life, his old habits and associations—
things that by long use have become nxtweal to him—his
camal heart pleads for respite,  !ie sees no need of such a
suddenand violent change,  Thereis titne #nough he thiuks.
He purposes to break off his old courses gradually. He re-
solves to get away fram his burning dwelling by and by, at
his leisure. What the Word of God, all through, says to
such a person is just what the angels said to Lot : Escape
for thy life ; look not behind thee ; nesther stay thou
in all the plain; escape to the mountain lest thou be
consumed.

Ok, not so, my Lord. “We wish to be saved, but
we do not wish to be saved too much, We will follow
Christ,.hut we will.do so at an exceedingly respectful dis-
tance. There is great danger of being 100 holy. People
will call us saints and mock us. Let us have moderation in
all things—some prayer meetings and some ball-room fes-
tivities, Let us keep as far away from heaven as possible;
itis vety good 1o have such a place to go to aft.c death,
rather than go to hell ; ‘but while we are in Tarkey rc must
do as the Tutks dot  If we must leave Sodom let us not
be driven.beyond Zoar at the farthest.  As. for this or that
woﬂdly practice to which we are addicted, it may be a sia,
but1s it not a little one 2”  Sach lauguage as this would
be frequently heard in our day i€ speech always agreed with
conduct,. . If we are Abraham’s spiritual sced we would
need to have some Letter way of proving our desc:nt than
by exhibiting such a close resemblance to Abraham's nephew;
and if we content ourselves with Lot's standard of piety we
must expect to undergo Lot’s course of discipline. He was
chased ‘ from Sodom by fite and brimstone 3 he afterwards

no urging 10 make lum climb the once dreaded mountain,
ated we are left to infer {for he is spoken of in Scripture as
a “nghtcous man "'} that when he had only a cave to livein
and probably but a few goats to sustain him, he at last gave
himeelf unteservedly to God.

L Ttk DRSTRUCTION oF THE CiTigs.—Vers. 23-25.
Regarding the mode in which the four cities, Sodom, Gom-
orral, Adwmah and Zeboim, were destrayed, the ** West.
minster Teacher ™ says: **‘The words should be taken quite
literally.  Brimstone and fite, that is to say, burniag bt
stone, fell from the sky.  Seme suppose that it was a storm
of lightuing : but lightning is never called fire and iim.
stone.  Some suggest a sublenianean eruption 3 but it is sail
here that Jehovah ‘rained ' the conswming fire * from
Jehovah ont of heaven,'  Others say that the bitumen with
which the soil was charged was set on fire and explded.
But the language used excludes that thonght.  Besides, the
idea of tuiracle is not shut out by supposiug that the
fosces of nature were used in thus act of Gend. The fact that
the tersible conflageation took place at a time previously
designated 3 that it was delayed till Lot had escaped ; that
Zoar was prescrved - -all shew the direct act and vengeance
of God, Lven so the usc of water in the flovd and in the
overthrow of Pharaoh in the Red Sea, does not weaken in
one jut or tittle the propes definition of a miracle.”

‘This instance of the divine wrath against sin is referred to
in many passages hoth of the Old and New Testaments. See
Deut, xxix, 23 5 Isaiah xiii. 195 Lam, iv. 6§ Amos. iv, 113
2 Pet. ii. G,

Thrice in the gospels is the Saviour’s solema warning re-
corded to the cffect that it shall be more toleral e for Sodom
and Gomosrah in the judgment than for the cities that saw
His mighty works and repented not (Matn xi. 24 ; Mark
vi, 115 Luke x 12). x\ml the warning applics with cumu-
Jative force 1o the cities and towns of modera times, for the
evidences of Chiistianity ate always increasing.

IV. Lor's Wirk.—~Ver. 26, Hex name and lineage are
unwnown. Whether Lot brought her with him from Ur of
the Chaldees or found ber in Sodom is not stated.  Nothing
s recorded of her but her conduct on this occasion and her
sad end.  The angels’ ondes to Lot and his family was
** Look not behind thee,” This order she disobeyed and
she became a pillar of salt. She was outside the walls
of the doomed city, well on her way actoss the plain; a

vlace of safety was in sight ; but her heart yearned after her

ousehiold gods, whatever they might have been, and she
looked back toward the city that contained them. She was
almost saved, but she pedshed after all.  Alwost saved
means Jost.  And this 1s the reason why the loving Saviour,
in descibnng the nature of His kingdom, the nrcessity of an
unreserved self-surrender on the part of those who would
eater it, and the danger of half-heartedness, has left us the
words of our Golden Text, Remember Lot's wife.

IS SECOND CilOICE.

““Hester ! exclaimed Aunt Susan, ceasing her rocking
and kaitting, and sitting upright, ‘‘Do you know what your
husband will do when you are dead 2"

¢ What do you mean 2 was the startled reply.

* He will go and marry the sweetest-tempered gitl he can
find.”

“ O, auntie ! Hester began.

“ Don't interrupt me till T have finished,” said Aunt Su-
san, leaning back and taking up her knitting, ¢ She may
not be as pretty as you are, but she will be good natured.
She may noi be as bright as you are, but she will be gaod
natured.  She may not be as good a housckeeper as youare,
 fact I think she will not, but she will be good natured.
She may not even love lumas well as you do, but she will
be more good natured.”

¢ Why, auntie "—

“That isn't all,” continued Aunt Susan. *‘Every day
you live you are making your husband wmore and more in
love with that good-natured woman who may ke your
place some day, After Mr. and Mis. {{avsison left you the
other evening the only rewark made about them was, *She
is a sweet woman.'"!

¢ Ah, auntie V—

““That isn't a'}," composedly resunied Auat Susan.  *“To-.
day your husband was half across the kitchen floor bringing
youthe. first ripe peaches, and all you did was to look up
and say, *There, Will, just see your muddy tracks on my
clean floor. 1 won't have my clean floor all tracked up.®
Some men would have thrown the peaches out of the win-
dow. Onc day you screwed up your face when he kissed
you because his moustache was damp, and said, ‘I never
want you to kiss me again.' When hie empties anything you
tell him not to spill it, when he lifts anything you tell him
not to break it.  From morning till night your sharp voice
is heard complaining and fhult-finding. And Jaqt winter,
when you weie so sick, you scolded him for allowing the
pump to frecze, and tock ne notice when he said, ‘I was so
anajous about you that [ could not think of the pump.'™

* 4 Bat, auntie '— T,

¢ Hearken, child,  The strangest, wmost intellectual man
of them all cares more for 2 woman'’s tenderness than for
anything else w this worid, and without this the cleverest
woman and the most perfect homseheeper is sure o luse her
husband’s aflection in time. There may be a few more men
like your Wi}, as gentle, and loving, and chivalrous, as for-
petful of self, and sv satisfied with loving that theis affection
will die a long,, swugpling death ; but, in most cases it takes
but a few years of fretfulness and fault-finding to turn a hus-
band’s love into irritated indifference.”

“ Well auntie "'~

—_—

fled {rom his chosen Zoar in terror for his life, and needed

“Yes,swell ! You are not dead yet, and that sweet-tem-

e
pered woman has not f'c! been fouad 5. 50 you have time tu
become so serene and sweet that your husband can never
imagine that there is a better tempered woman in exise
tences” —Advocate and Guardian,

CUMBERED ABOUT JIUCH SERVING.
Christ never asks of us such busy labour
L As feaves no time for resting at 11is feet
The waning attitude of expectation
f{c ofttines counts a service most complete,

te sometimes «ants onr ear —oue wapt attention,
o dhat He some sweetest sccret may impart ;
fis always in the time of deepest silence
That heant finds deepest felifowship with heart.

We sometinies wonder why ous Lord doth place us
. Within a sphere so nanaw, so obscure,
"That nothing we call 1ork can find an entrance ;
‘Fhere's only roowm to suffer~to endure !

Well, God luves patience ! Souls that dwell in stillness,
Doing the little things, or resting puite,

May just as perfectly fulfil their mission,
Be just as useful in the Father's sight,

As thiey who gmﬁplc with some giant evil,
Clearing a path that every eye may see !

Gur Saviour cares for cheerful acquiescence,
Rather than for a busy mimstry.

And yet He does love service, where 'tis given
By geateful love that clothes itself in deed ;

But work that’s done beneath the scourge of duty,
He sure to such He gives but litde heed.

Then seek to please Him, whatsoe'er He bids thee !
Whether to do—~to suffer—to lie still ?

"Twill matter little by what path He led us,
If in it all we sought to do His will.

—Christian at Work. .

WORK AND PLAY.

And then remember, my son, you have to work,  Whother
you handle a pick or a pen, a wheetbarrow or a set of books,
digging ditches or editing a newspaper, tinging an auction.
bell or writing funny 1hings, you must work. 1f you will
look around you, you will see that the men who are most
able to work are the men who work the hardest,  Don’t be
afraid of killing yowself with overwark, son. It is beyond
your power to do that, Men cannot work so hard as” that
on the sunny side of thinty. They die sometimes, but it's
because they quit at 6 pam., and don't go home until 2 a.m,
It’s the interval that kalls, my son, The work pives you an
appetite (or your meals, it lends solidity to your slumber, n
gives you perfect and gracefl appreciaton of a heliday.
There are young men who do not work, my son ; young
men who make a liviug by sucking the end of a cane, whose
entite mental development 1s insufficient to (2l them which
side of a postage stamp to lick ; youug men who can tie a
necktie in eleven different knots and never lay a wrinkle
it ; who can spend more money 1 a day than you can earn
in a month, but who will go to the sheriff's office to buy a
postal caid, and apply at the office of the strect commis.
sivner for 3 marnage heense.  But the world is nut proud
of them, son. 1t daes not know their name, evena Nobody
hkes them, nobody hates them; the great, busy world
doesn't even know they are there.  Things will go on just
as well withaut them. ~So find out what you want to be and
do this: take off yonr coat and make a dust in the world.
The buster you are the less deviltry you will be apt to get
1010, the sweeter wall be your sleeqr, the brghter and happier
your hohdays, and the better saustied wiall the world be with
(You—Burlington LHawkeye,

As flows the river cal and deep,
In silence toward the sed,?

So floweth ever, and ceascih’mever,
The love of God to me. *é’g

\What peace He bnngeth 1o my hean,
Decp as the soundliess sea,
How sweetly singeth the soul that clin

geth,
My loving Lord, 10 Thee. :

A MORE glorious victory cannot be gained over an-
othcr man than this, that when the njuty begins on
his part, for the kindness to begin on ours,

THE tumble man, though surrounded with the
scorn and reproach of the world, is sull in peace, for
the stability of his peace resteth not upon the world,
but upon God.

Births, Farriages and Deaths,

$DIED.

On Tuesday, 17th August, at his residence, Maitland
street, Taronto, Mr. Henry Hewlett, in the 73¢d year of his
age.  He hore a Jong ilinés§*with quiet, submissive faith,
and his ¢nd was peace, *




