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ried out Paul's advico in that rcspect, and has cordially hatod
avery other scct.  Gontleness and sweotness of temper win our
admiration ; but wo look in vain for an oxhibition of theso virtues
by tho bievoes of the Bible, Jesus cursing the fig {vco bLecauso it
bad no fruit at tho wrong timo of year, his overturning tho tables
of tho monoy changers in tho templo, his cursing tho Jows, calling
them fools and hypocrites, aro examples of the sweetnees of tem-
per of tho most gentlo character porliayed in the Bible, The
claim that Christian morality is higher and botter than the mor-
ality of tho rest of mankind is utterly unfounded. Mornlity
doos not depend upon, nor is it an outgrowth of religion, but is
the accumulated oxperience of the human raca, through all the
ages, of what iz most conducive to the security and happiness of
mankind. Placo men who are entirely ignorant of any religion
apart from tho rest of tho world and in & fow generatiens experi-
enco weuld teach them, not what to believe, but what to do to at-
tain tho greatost amount of happiness. They migat, and prob-
ably would, invent somo religious thec.ies, but morality would
precedo their roligion as morality has preceded all religions. We
would be more surprised and shocked to hear that any of our
leaders of modern Infidelity woro either tesching or practicing im-
morality than to hear that the brightest star of tho Christisn
churches had “ fallen.”

If thero is any truth in Christianity Judas Iscariot has been tha
most badly used person in history. Without him how could the
Christian ¢ plan of salvation” havo been carried out? Ho was
necessary to, and a part of, that plan. In fact, Pilate, Christ's
accusers, false witnesses, and tho whole court, as well as the rab-
ble multitude who cried out # Crucify him,” were necessary for
tho carrying out of that god-like (1) scheme to savo the human
raco from tho vengeanco of their own creator. Salvation zould
not have been possible without them, any more than without
Christ. If Christ was forotold, so wero his betrayer, his accusers,
and his executioners. We do not know by what kind of theo-
logical jugglery Christians can defend in a deity what in man
would bo considered despicable, mean, and cowardly. If any man ,
no mattor how powerful, should compol men to become his agents
or instruments to carry out his schemes and then not only cast
them asido, but punish thom for being made his instruments, ho
would deservo and receive the exccration and contompt of all
right thinking persons. Instead of abuse, Judas should reccivo
honor at the hands of Christians. Without him and his associates
thero could havo been no “lamb who was slain for us,” no cross,
no ‘“ saviour,” no “salvation.” If there is any truth in {ho Chris-
tian religion Christians should hold the namo of Judas Iseariot in
tho most profound vencration and respect.

Wo ask our well-meaning Christian friends who are uncero-
moniously abolishing hell, Are you not making a mistako in this
matter? If there is no hell and no devil vvhat need is thero for an
atonemnent? Without your “precions atonement” what need is
thoro for your churches, your mini.ters, and your missionaries?
Aro you not worso off without your bell and your dovil than was
tho dovout old lady who exclaimed:  “If you take the devil away
from mo you rob me of half my religion.” Does it not take all
your need for Christienity away? Should you not rather than try
to abolish hell, say, s tho Western convert did, that you % thank
your God that you kave a hell in your church? Without it you
may bave a religion, but not Christianity.” What need for a “(lod”

to bo butchored, for a ¢ Saviour,” if thero was nothing to dio for,
nothing to bo “saved” from? Reconsidor your decision, Bros.
Furrar and Beechor, or else givo up your suporstition called Chris-
tinnity and acknowledgoe that you know nothing about the futuve,
If your vocation bo to teach the people, teach them to love justico,
truth, and honesty ; teach them how to live bero in this world,
how to extract tho good and avoid and rcject the ovil, which is to
be found sido by sido averywherein the world.

EDITORIAL NOTES AND NOTICES.

Rov. T. W. Handford. of this city, has been delivering a courso
of sormons in his church, the Congregational, aguinst Infidelity and
Atheism. We listened to his sermon on the latter subject, and on
tho following Sunday wo answeved nim from the piatform in
Albort Hall to a larger audienco than could be packed into his
church. Wo undorstand that during his first sermon Mr. Hand-
ford brought to the notice of his hearers aa articlo in the Jous-
NAL, written by one of our contributors, as an ovidenco that In-
fidels wero ignorant of the Bitle. The articlo in question appears
to nttribute to Christ what is said to have been uttercd by his
disciples regarding “selling the ointment and giving tho monoy to
the poor.” The advice given scemed to tho writer of the article to
be botter than tho answer given. It scems, howover, that our
Rev. friend could not sce through tho joke. Wo will try and
give him an easior ono next time.

Wo have completed an arrangement with (ho propriators of the
Spiritual Offering which onables us to offer that valuable maga-
zino and the JourNAL for one yesr for tho small sum of two
dollars, Tho Spiritual Qffering is one of tho leading Spiritual
publications in the United States, and has ablo contributors.
Remit two dollars to us, and both papers will be promptly for-
warded. Seo advertisemont on lest page.

Wo have received tho fivst numbor of tho Positive Thinker,
published by Tho Now York Liboral Publishing Company, and
edited by G. L. Honderson and H. B. Brown, It iz dovoted to
constructive Frecthought, and its mottos are, #To destroy, you
must replace,” “To do tho good, know the true.” It is ably
edited, and is o valuablo additioa to the Liberal publications of the
United States. Subseription prico, $1,50 a year.

Any of our readors who want to procurs the celebrated work
¢ Fruits of Philosophy ” for publishing which Mrs. Anuio Besant
and Charles Bradlaugh were prosecuted in Evglund, or the « Priest
in Absolution,” which raised such a storm of indignation in the
Houso of Lords, should scnd the srice to Frank Rivers, 28 School
St., Boston, Mass. Mr. Rivers is a well-known publisher and is
thoroughly relinble. Seo advertiscment.

Wo havo racoived tho prospectus of the Physiologist, soon to bo
published by the physiological socioty of Now York, and edited by
Dr. Sara B. Chase. If it rodooms its promises it will bs a velu-
able publication. Tts first mumber will contain articles by Walter
R. Bartlott M. D.: Elizabeth Oakes Smith, Sara B. Chaso ; M. D.;
E. G. Cook, M. D.; S. H. Preston, and others,

Wo receive an occasional nuraber of the Duluth Tridusne, which
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