purpose :—"*¢ An old maon, on his death-bed,
aid to his sons as they stood around him—
Iam porseseed, my dear clnldren, of a trea-
are of great value, which, as it is fit, must
aow be yuur” They dvew nearer. « Nay,”
wid the sick man, 1 have it not here in
my hands ; it is deposited somewhere in my
fioads : dig, and you will be sure to find.™
They followed Ins directions, though they
mistook his meaning. Treasure of gold
srsiler there was none; but, by means of
thi~ estraordinary culture, the land yielded|
-« the time of havvest such an abundant!
uop as buth rewarded them for their obedi-
ence to their parent, and, at the same time,
esphained the nature of his command,”

\nd now, adds this earnest and affee-
ponate preacher, in conclusion, I have thus
pleaveured with all possible plaivucss, to
s before jou the way of Lite Evetlusting.
[ escech you to consder these things calmly
wd trequently, tor they belong to your
aenal peace. Try to understand them and
toact upon them 5 have them hefore your
mnds cemtantly,  turning them over and
coor, that yow may sce how they hear on
v future destiny. And though you are yet
tut wwun g, and though you have many bright
eeeets before yon, these things, so far
‘o marring your happinese, will add new
i~ to every pleasure, awd open up for you
view worll of enjoyment. "There 1s nothing
dwmy or repulsive about them.  Ow the
outrary, it 15 they aloue that can dispel
dult and fear, that can cnable you to pass
brouch life in happiness, and that can fit
o when Jife 19 endedd, for cternal glory.
And, especially. my young friends, neglect
ot theee things in the day< of youth. ‘This
s yeur season for cowing the guod seed ;
w abundautly, that you may reap an
fandant barvest. Tt no wmeans be lost,
t) no oppurtunity miscinployed.  1n every-
bt you do, be earnest.  Late has no time
ttofling, and eternity, where all is real,
#t hand.  And let your earncstness be
o+ on confidence in God through Crist
atever men may do, your Maher, at
4, will not deceive you.  Trust Lim,
n—trust his avrangements, his provi-
o<, his promises, and your journey through
% shall be happy and your admission to
i when Jife is ended shall he certain,
lere them that leve me, and those who
2 me early shall find me.”

e A ¢ B~
Tte Nestorians: or the Lost Tribes.

Rirarr more than twenty years ago, the
zenesn Board of Missions, which hus shewn
“2eal in spreading the hight of the glor-
gospel among foreign nations, acting on
sizgestion of former labourers in Persia,

xon among the Nestomans, a branch of
*Chnstian Church so memorable m early
. Having accomphshed the object

tout Dr. Asahel Grant, a Medical practi-)|
i Viea, N, Y., to cstablish there 2,
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yeare, Shortly after his return, he wrote a
most interesting and nstructive account of
lus labours 10 that quarter of the world, enti-
tled # The Nestonane; or the Lost Tribes;
contmming  evidence of thewr dertity, an
account of their manners customs and cere-
wones, together with sketches of travel
Auncient Assyria, Armema, Media and Meso-
potamua, and 1llustrations of Scripture Prop-
heey,”  He states, in his preface, that without
any previously formed theory upon the subject,
the facts which, during his sojourn, came under
his observation so forced themselves upon his
attention, that 1t was impossible for lum to
avoud the conclusion, that the Nestorians were
wentical with the T'en Tribes, winch arc so
often spoken of as lost.

His work published n 1245 by the enter-

prising firm of Harper & Brothers, New York,
15 divided nto three parts.  Tu the first, the
reader 18 presented with a narrative of his
labours—or what may be called his Missionary
Journal.—which gives a vivid sketch of’ men
and manners in the east country, and s inter-
spersed with the dangers that beset his path,
and lus adventures nmong the lawless and
sangmnary tribes of the mountmins. In the
second, he proceeds to adduce many proofs,
from various sources, of the alleged identity.
And m the third part of his book, he intro-
duces, for the sake of discussing them, various
portions of the Book of Revelation relating to
his <ubject : and from the whole he concludes
that the evidence n favour of hig theory 1s
complete.
He states that he first proceeded to
Qoroomnah to mshe arrungements for the com-
mencement of the contemplated station among
the Nestorians i that Province, which com-
prises an amportaut part of Ancient Media,
and 1s situated in the north-western part of
the modern kingdem of Persia. It 1s seper-
ated by a lofty clain of snowy mountans,
frum Ancient Asssnia or Central Koordistan
on the west; whi e on the east the beautiful
lahe extends abo ot eighty nules m length snd
thirty i width. A plan of exuberant fertility
is enclosed betreeen the wountuns and the
lahe, comprising an area of about five hundred
square tmles, and bearing upon 1ts bosom no
less thun three hundred hamlets and villages.
Near the centre of this plain stands the
ancient city of Qoroomiah, contammng a popu-
lation of about twenty thousand souls, mostly
Malivmmedans, and enclosed by a fosse and
wall of nearly four tmles 1 circuit. At the
time Dr. Grant wrote his book, there were
twelve or fourteen free-schools in the villages
of the plain; a seminary aund girls’ boarding
school hins been cstablished on the Mission
prenises n the city ; and considerable portions
of the scriptures had been translated mnto the
vernacular language of the Nestonans ; winle
the staff of Missionaries amounted to three or
four. 1lis professional character secured the
favor of the governor and of the people gener-
ally. The sick, the lame, and the blind
gathered around by scores and hundreds, and
tis fame was soon sprcad abroad through
the surrounding country. The Nestorians, in
particular, welcomed the Missionaries with
the greatest kindness and affection.

In the month of Febrnary 1839, he received
‘instructions from the Board of Missions to
proceed into Mesopétamia, to form a station
among the Nestorians dwelling, as was sup-
posed, on the west of the central mountains
of Koordistan. By this means it was hoped

»the Doctor returncd to Bogton mn the

that a safe way of access might be found to

1840, after an absence in the East of six|the main body of 3tho Nestorian Christians, the
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independent tribes which have their abode n
the most difficult fastuesses of the Koordish
mout *aius in the Centre of Ancient Assyria.
He Iv 1 long regarded these mountam tribes
as the prmcipal field of their future labours
They comprised the mam body of the Nes
torian Church, and 1t was of the lughest
importance to bring them at orce under an
enlightened influence, betore they should
become alarmed by changes that were occur-
ring among their brethren of’ the plam.  But
the way of access to them appeared to be
hedged round by the sanguinary hoords, by
whom they arc surrounded, u%d who had
treacherously murdered Mr. Shuitz, the only
European who had attempted to reach the
Nestorian tribes. These fierce and Jawless
hordes inhabit the mountaimous country be-
tween Persia and Turkey, and are divided
nomimally between those two empires. A
part of them are nowads, hving i tents, and
part of them stationary tenants of villages;
but all are morc or less gien to predatory
habits.  Thewr relygion 13 professedly  the
faith of Islam.

After undergoing great hardsinps and being
exposed to many dangers. he at length
passed through the Kourdish terntory and
entered the country of the Independent Nes-
tonans. The folluming i1s an eloquent and
graphic shetch of the scene presented to lum
on reaching the summit of’ a wountain, over-
looking the region wlich he had travelled so
many weury footsteps to reach,  * The coun-
try of the independent Nestorians opened
before my enraptured vision, Lke a vast apin-
theatre of wild precipitous sountains, broken
with deep dark-looking defiles and narrow
glens, nto few of which the eye could pene
trate so far as to gain a distinct view of the
cheerful, smling willages which have long
been the secure abodes of the mamn body of
the Nestorian Church. Here was the howe
of a hundred thousand christiansg, around
whom the arm of Ommipotence had reared the
adamantime rai Jparts whose lotty, snow-cip-
ped sommits s emed to blend with the skies in
the distant herizon  Here, in this mumtion of
rocks, has God preceryed, as if for some great
end in the econumy of lus grace, a chosen
remnant of his ancient church, secure from
the beast and the false prophet, safe from the
flames of persecution ahd the clangour of war.
As 1 gazed and wondered, 1 seemed as of
stanting on Pisgal's top, and 1 could with a
full heart exclaim,

4 On the mountam 3 top appeannz,

1o the sacred herald stands
Welcopie news to Zson beariug
Zam lubg i hostele lands 1

Monrtmng capine
Gl hymself shall love thy gl

«1 retired,” he continues, ¢ {o o sequestered
pinnacle of rock, where 1 could feast iy
vision with the sublime spectacle, and pour
out my heartfelt grattude that 1 had been
brought at length, through many penls, to
behold a country from which emanated the
brightest bearns of hope for the long—bemght-
cd empire of Mohammedan delusion, by
whose millions of votaries { was surrounded on
every side. Aly thoughts went back to the
days when their Missionaries wore spread
abroad throughout the Last, and for more
than a thousand years continaed to plant and
sustain the standard of the Cross through the
remole and barbarous countries of Central
Asia, Tartary, Mongolia, and China: to the
time when, as tradition and lustory ahike testi-
fy, the gospel standard was rearcd in these

moantans by aposiles’ hands; for it was not



