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fuliv and well. In his address in the City
Mail en Tuenduy, a8 president of the * Na-

- tional Bible Society of Seotland,” his Grace
nllud=d to the desire which has been mani-
fested in certain quarters for a‘* united Chris-
tendom,” to be brought ubout by a union of
the English, the Roman Catholic, aml the
Greek Churches. ‘I'he Duke showed very
eoncinsively that “unicn withone setof men
ve'y often means wider separation from an.
other set of men,” and that the tendency, if
‘not the uim, of the movement so strenuvuply
advaeated by Dr. PUSEY, was to detach the
Anglican Chiurch from all other Protestant
hudies ; and thus, while promoting union iu
wne direction, to increase division and widea
-divergence iu another. He farther argued
that a * united ‘Christendom” meant ouly a
‘s preat aystem of priesthood—one system of
priesthond over the whole of Christendom ;”
und wouand up this branch of his subjzet by
declaring his belief * that not only is the
antagonism of individual opinion a necessary
instrument in the maintenance of Christian
truth, but that a certain amount of antagon.
jun between different Churches, originating
in different opinions, starting in different cir-
eamstances, and impelled by diffzrent ener-
gies, s an essential element in tiie mainte-
-nance of Christian trath.”

‘These are. in our judgment, sagacious and

‘weighty words, Neither were thev, as re.
gards the exact time und locality of their de-
livery. without some character of bolduess.
Quly the evening previously, on the same
platform, partly before the same auvdience,
-and certainly before the same clasa of audi-
.ence, all schism had been denounced as sin,
and the dochine of a broad ecclesiastical
scombination ameng the leading Scotch noa-
-conformist, churches openly and eloguently
advocated. Perhaps ou 1he principle that
when izul men conspire good men ongit to
combine, the City Hall audiences may have
seen no inconsistency in deprecating union
in the one case and applauding itin the other.
But if so, it would ounly indicate the sophistry
of an assumed claim to infallihility—a claim
nnmistakablvassu ned and betrayed, although
little likeiy to he avowed. I the principle
of a gieat and dominant priesthood is mis.
chievous in the Roman Catholie, it cannot be
advautagen=s in the Protestant system.  In-
deed, the maintenance of Christain truth
through the coaflict of opinion is of the
very essence of Protestantism ; and the tren-
ehant remarks of the Duke of ARGYLL are
therefore, we conceive, peculiarly fited fer
‘home application at the present important
juncture.

The speeches at the great “ Christian Uni-
on Meeting” were unexceptionabla.in so far as
they showed the heanty uad the duty of peace-
-making, and the pleasantuess of dwelling to-
gether in amity. T'ne wnirligig of time brings
about strange transformations 3 and it could

®0tbe otherwise than gratifving to hear those
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who were ance the most bitter and unecem.
promixing foes of Veluntarvism, speaking of
the Volunturies in terms of admiration, res-
peet, and friendship.  But the guextion uris.
es—why should not the VFree, United. and
Reformed Presbyterian Churches continue ta
cherish mutuasl feelings of good-will, and
work harmoniously together. each in its own
way, for the diffusion of Gospel truth, and
the promotion of the practical eharities, with.
out seeking, by weans of concessions and
compromises involving the suspicion of some
rvelinquishment of principle, to band them-
selves together under a single, overgrows
and largely preponderant ecclesiastical poli.
ty?  Asregards all good and pious purposes,
how could they work better jointly than they
unow do separately? Would there be no
danger of their giving way—the moment they
found themselves one church, and that the
bigzest by far in the country—to pride, to
arrogance, and to other unsanctified. not te
say Popish weaknesses? Is it not, indeed,
the direct intention of those engaged in pro-
woting this scheme of a huge, amalgamated,
and, as regards numbers, truly national
Church, to dwarf the venerable Establishment
into the effete and antiquated Church of 2
miserable minority of the population? Af
ter predicting the speedy downfall of the
*Auld Kirk,” D= BocuaNay exclaimed—
It is obvious and undeniable that no suck
wall of separation divides from one another
the churches which are here represented this
evening, ar divides them all from the exin
ing Church Establishment” “Thus it would
appear that the talk about Christian amityis
only amity for themselves, for their own sl
fish purposes; and war, aiso for their om
selfish purposes, to all schismatic and hereti
cal outsiders. Dr. BucuaNaN disclosed anw
ther ohject to be attained by the union of the
Free, United, and Reformed Preshyterin
Churches.  Talking of the evil.of division
in the Church, “these divisions,” he sail.
* make her discipline all bat impotent. T
offender, where false doctring, or ignorae
of Divine truth, or persona! immoraliry, &
pose him to censure, quietly withdraws fos
his own section of the Chureh. and creepis,
to another whose door he tinds invitmg)
onen and ready to receive him. In such i
cumstances, excommunication—which is i
Cnureh's only weapon of defence in guardi
her own puority where reasonings aud ramoz
strances fail—bscomes practically imposi
ble.”  ‘Thus the plaasible idea of Curisi
union transforms itseif into a purely hum
dream of inerrased ecclesiastical power, sty
Iy inimical to the veligious freedom whi
the penple of Szotland at preseut enjoy #
cherish,

But, for our own part we must3gavl
our alarm i reference o th,e yninn ma
ment is not pavticalarly intense.  Qar fdli
of secavity arises fram e faet thag, in %
of all the meliifluous smaothing over of




