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fliv a W4el. In hi li@ addroes. in the City
Ilail e T ysv. as presideut 'f the " Na-
licioni 13i"le Society of Scotlnitd," hi@ Grace
aillud-d to the desire which lias been iani-
dested in certain quarters for a uniteid Chri.t-
lendomuu," In he brought about hy a uiniont of
ii English, the Roman Catholic, adi'l the
(r...k Chîuricles. The Duke showed very
conci'usivelv thtt " unirn with one set of men
ýe y often mentas wider separation froui ait-
ether set of mti," and that the tetden'cy', if
-inot the itm. of the iovement sn streuouriy'
advocaitel by Dr. lusi-Y, was to detaci the
Anglican Clitreh from ail other Protestantit

totlivs ; And thtut. while promoting union i'î
. diree'iu, to increase divition and wideii

-diverge'ce ii anothe'r. lie farther argued
that a 6unitl-Chiristendom" mentît onfly a

'" great viit of priesthod-one îstem of
priecthoiod over the whole of Christendom ;"
and<l wou'indl up this branch of his stubîject by
declaringi. his helief " that not only is the
antagotiim of indivitlial opinion a iscessary
instrument in the maintenance 'of Christian
trutih. but that a certaii amount of antagon-
im h"t w"ni diff'rent Churches, origitianiîg
in diiff-reit opinions, starting in different cir-
e.wti'iet. and it ipelled by different etier-
gies, lun e.'ntîilii element in the mainte-
-nance of Christian truth."

These are, in our judgment, sagacious and
-weighty words. Neitier were they, as re-
gard" tiiexact time and locality of their de-
liverv. mithout some character of boldnîess.
Oly the eveiing previously, on Ihe saine
platforma, partlV hefore the same audience,
-and certaitily before the came class o auîdi-
@nee, ail schism had been denotuncled a;i sin,
·and the docîuine of a broad eeclesiastical
-comhination ameng the leading Scotch inon-
'conlformicut ciiurches opeilly and eloquieotly'
advocated. Perhapa on the principle that
when ial mtîenî cotnpire gond men onglt to
conbine, tie City Hall audiences may have
seen nn inconsistency in deprecati::g union
in the one case and applauding it in the other.
'But if so, it woulid oly iilicate the sophistry
of anl assuined claim to inîfilliility-a claim
unmistakabiyasisi ned and Itravel, ait houghIl
little likeiv to he asnwedl. If the principlei
ofa gu-at aitti dominant priesthooi is mi.-
chivous in the R->'nan Cathtîlic, it cannot he
advantagiueo'ts iii the Protestant system. In-
deed, the maintenance of Christain truth
througi tie- cuifict of, opinion i% of the
very essence of Protestantisn ; anid the tren-
ehant remarks of the Duke of AltYrt, are
therefore, we contceive, pîecuiliarly fittei for
home application at the present important
junîîcture.

The speeches at the great - Christian Uni-
on Meeting" were unexceptionable. in so fer as
they showed the beatuty and the duty of peace-
.making, and the pleasantness of dwelliiig to.
gether iii anitv. Tne wtiirligig of time briavî
about strange transformtiotns; and i could
'uoî-be otherwise thian gratifying to hear those

who were once ihp nnrt bitter and uîne.m.
promising foes of VYlnttarvism, speaking of
the Voluntiaries in terns o f admiration. rps-
pect, and friendship. i.t the q•iextion atrie.
e--whV should nlot the Free. United. nndI
Reformed Preshyteriinn Chuirches continue ta
eherish muttaîl feelings of gnod-wili, anti
work hiarmoiniously togetlier. .ach in its owxn
war, for the diffusion iof Gospe! truth, an
the pronotion of the practicil charities, with.
onut seeking, by miean of cntcessions and
compromisei involving the suspicion of sorme
relinquishmein of priniciple. to band them-
selves together under a single, overgrown
an largely preponiderant ecclesiastical pli.
ty ? As regards ail good and pious purposeç,
how could they work bettei jinîtly than they
now do separate!y? Would there be no
danger of their giving way-the moment they
found themselves one church, and that the
biggest by far in the country-to pride, to
arrogance, and to other unsanctified. not te
say Popish weaknesses ? Is it nit. indeeti.
the direct intention of those engaged in pro.
nnting this scheme of a luge, amalgamated,
and. as regards numbers, trtily national
Churchu, to dwarf the venerable lEstablishment
into the effete and anîtiquated Church of a
miserable muiniority of the population ? Af.
ter predicting the speedy downfall of the
"Auld Kirk," Dr. BucuAsAN exclaimed-

It is obviousi and undeniable that no suct
wall of separation divides from one another
the chirches which are here repreeented this
evening, as divides then ail from the exist.
ing Church Establishmeit " Thus it would
appear that the talk about Cliristian amnity il
only amity for theinselves, for their own sel.
,fih purposes ; and war, aiso for their oni

.selfish puirposes. t- ail schismatic and hereti-
cal outsiders. Dr. BucIiNAN disclos"d ano-
ther object to be attainei by the union of the
Free, United. and R-forned Preisbvterini
Chiurches. Talking of the evil of divisiom
in the Churci, " these divisions," he said.
*make her discipline ail but impotent. 'lT
offenidier, where false doctrine, or ignorat
of Divine truth, or personal iînmnraiiry. 1.
p himin to censure, qiîeily witldraw'i fou
his own section of tie Church. and creep iir
to atinother whose door hli nd iivitm "y
onlel and ready to receive him. In such ci.
cumrsiances, eitcomunicat ion-whiich istiin
Cnutrchi's onily weapon of defenice in guairis
hier own phirity wluere reasoning and ram'
strancbes faîil-hIcomnuneq practically iniîun.

bl. h<the plu ilida of Ctiriîti
union traiisforin itseif into a piirei hum
dreain of ince--n'd eccle'siastical n.wer, %le
ly iiinical to the religious4 freedon whi
the peuple of Szotiand at present enjoy a
crherish.

lot, for our own part we nutjq'«qîv t
our alarm in referenc" <' th.% uniO'i -no
Ment ix notprienal intenset.. O.1r r-li
of sec îrîtv ariq-s froin tii fart thai, iii <D
of ail the meliiliiuus sn.îothing over ofN


