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Hon. C. H. Tupper; as counsel, Attorney-General Sir Richard Webster, ChristoPhei7
Robinson, and Hon. W. H. Cross. The United States Governrnent has:apPOinted

as arbitrators Judge Harlan, of the Supreme Court of the United StateS, anld

Senator Morgan; as agent, J. W. Poster; as couinsel, E. J. Phelps kEx-MiliSter)'
James Carter, and H. W. Blodget. The recognized ability not oirlv of the arbi-

trators, but of the agents ancd counisel wh'o have been selected oni both sideS,

leaves no room for doubt that the case Nvill be ablv argýued. France bas apPoint.
Baron de Courcelles (Senator) as its arbitrator. 'The remaining Euiropeafl arbiý

trators have flot yet heen appointed, but distinguilshed jurists will certaillîY be

selected. Lt is alleged that the French Minister objected to English beiîîg
the officiai language in the arbitration proceedings; but although i t has beell
customary, perhaps, for international proceedings to be conducted in Irenchl

it seerns worse than absurd that a dispute between two Engllish-spealkin ,awl
should be discussed and a(ljusted in a foreigni tongue. This age is tvo.practical

and too mucb an age of reason, coaliton senlse, and expediency to allffi the
adoption of a custorn founded on mere etiquette in a case in wNhich tire circlun 1l

stances nieither suggest nor require it, and in which the evidence and cloculnellt5
must necessarily be almnost exclusively iii English, the languiage of both the high

contracting parties, their arbitrators, agents, and counisel, and therefore Withoil

a perfect knowledge of which no maan can be qualified to forrn a correct J"
ment on the matters in question.

Having thus laid 1)efore our readers a summarv of the officiai documents,ý1 ', f
xviii endeavour nox to, give a condensed but fair and tolerably sufficient 1'tsu'nt
the present state of tire case itself, availing ourselves of what we tind in print ,
other Canadian, or it may be American, papers coinciding wvith our 0%%" vie"

and opinions. \Ve find, then, that in Januarv, i8gî, President IHarrisO'l

through Mr. Secretary Blaine, sent a communication to, the House of ReP re

sentatives concerning the Behring's Sea controversy, in which her l'y gvtr)
stress on the fact of Great Britain having excluded vessels from coi 1 g d Ihi
eight leagues of St. Helena when Napoleon was confined there, anda 0

on the protection exercised by that power over tire Ceyion peari Iisheries-

Mr. Harrison objects to the forrn of the proposed arbitration, anid s tp
will amout to something tangible if Great Britain consent to arirc ted
real questions discussed for the last four- vears. \Vhat were the rightsexerci
by Russia in erigsSca ? \Vas I3elhri'ng's Sea included in the Pacihic Oceafl?

Did the Un îted States acquire ail Russia's rights? 'l hat are the presefit r igh 't

of the United States? And if the concurrence of Great Britain is fouind nC

sarv, themi, what shall bu the protected limiits in the close season?ý Se'cîosed
l3laine (lenies that the United States ever claii;ned Behrinig's. Sea to be al i
sea, and quotes Nlînister 1>11011), in 1888, Nvhiere hie savs that the queStlofl O
applicable to the present case. Mr. Harrison objects to tire forin in xvhiCh)irt
Salisbury proposes arl)itration, and seems to w'ish that a nuniber of special 1 he
should be expressly referred to, and~ not the umainm and real question, ut
the United States bave any exclusive righit of catching suais in Bchrings Sea 0 1

side the limit of their territorial j urisition r 11(er in1ternatiomia] ILw ?' in the coll

sept. 16,


