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.ASSAULTS UPOW ÔUfl MISSIONARIES.

HSIN CrnEN, OCT. 31, 1891.

IY DEàu MR. CAssELs :-So muchi attention
lihasoflate been .attractcd to the Provinice

of Honan la conneotion ivith the suries of alarni-
ing outbreaks la the Yangtze Valley, that the
4duep-rooted enniity against foruigners in our owii
province lias been almost overiooked. For sonie
time it lias been known that the poisonous liter-
atuire fromn the Southx has been freely circulating
here, and in the nature of things outbreaks were
onily to b. expucted. The churei ivili not have
forgotten the looting at Ch'n-Wang a year ago,
and noiv ve are sorry té inform you of an out-
break at our new station in Hsin Chen.

On. Tlîursday afternoon, Oct 29, an organized
attempt wvas made to levy biackmail and drive
us out, and repeated at.tacks with kuives wcre
made upon our persons, aithougli mot resulting
in injury. A band of professional beggars wvas
emnpioyed, wvho burst open the outer and inuer
gates of the compound, ivhureupon, crowds from
the streets caime in until the comnpound wns
fild. One of the bcggars threwv hinîseif down
to bc trauxpled UPOfl auîd lay for the rest of the
afternoon feigniug death. The othxers, atter anl
interval, rushed riotously forward ivith biood
struaming' down their faces, a! ter the approved
fashion of Chinese beggars. la effecting their
,entrance they also took pains té smear the door-
posts -%vith their owii biood, anotiier device for
exciting syxapatby connnonly adopted Ï)y this
thorouglily organized and recognized class o!
inendicants. A demand was mnade for two lîun-
dred tias of cash <about ?80), and this dexuand,
cnforced by three distinct assaults upon us, in
ail o! which knives %vere frculy brandished but
neyer used. The crowds fromn the streets filled
ail the houses and courts in the compound,
ýstauîping noisily on the wooden floors by«vay of
,callingmarkedl attention té the fact that thcy
were hollow, and. therefore, h-. the popular ima-
gination, sure receptacles for tne eyu-s and hurts
o! Chineseclîlldren.

The Viceroy's proclamation, ivhich had been
ýobtained throughi the B3ritish Consul nt Tien.
tsin, iwas lîauging in a conspicuoaxs place la
the innergatu, aud ve «%vcre evun dragged ia front
C! it and a showv of violence offèred us there.

The niob, contiuued iu possession of the
compound for thrco heurs, during ivhichl
tinie ive had indubitable evidence and wvcrc
dircctly inforîned that the outbreak -as
(lue te the circulation of scandalous ruiors
now curreat througliout; the Emipire, espccialiy
that of taking out clîildren's cyes te, iake iicdi-
cille- A-tsunlset, puacetaikursdcnxanded a-tilUic
xnoney in our possession., This liappen!d te bea

sinall an-iount, about twenty ounces o! silver and
eleven,.tias o! cash, inail less than hli the
ainount tiiey dernalnded. Before the inoniey was
hiandcd over, Dr. Snmith and Mr MacDougali
uniex-pectedly arrived. Care ivas takren to secure
the ixames o! the peace-talkers ia wvritiug, witk
a view tte incriminating tliem, and this, together
%'ith a request that they shoul& ivithdraw while
ive enigagud in prayer, brouglit rnanifest disrnay,
as anhour latertUicsilver was returned. Oîe o!
our hielpers overlieard on the street that this was
due to friglit. On Friday nîerning the beggars
again forced their way lu by a rear gate of the
compound, clainîiing that the maxi who liad bee.
traxnpled upon the day before ivas dead. They
demandcd satisfaction, but ive disclaimed ail
responsibility, and succeeded in getting them
quietly out. Mr. MfacGillivray lias gone te Hsun
Ilsien té dlaim protection in ternis o! the Inîperi-
ai Ediet receutly issued, wvhilst the rest of us are
keeping quiet bchind barricaded gates.

Furtiier details I cannot flîîd time te furnish
at Vhs writing. We, of course, consider the
situation hure as grave iii the extrexue, as 1V is la
fact said to, le tiîrougiîout the Empire at this
juncture; butiwe ]lave constant evidencesof the
power o! prayer and the reality of our lnaster's
presence. Iu a lutter from nîy father, received
on the niglit of the outbreak, but written ln tlie
middle o! August, occur wvords -which 1 cannot
refrain fromn quoting, se, strangely did tliey .Ind
fulfilment. Referriug tea rucuntfamily bereave-
ment, lie said :-" Our life is but a vapor that
appearethfor a little and thun vanishieth awvay.
We are bound for the tomb,or rather for the Heav-
eniy Jerusaieni, and the tonib is. but a wvay-side
inn where we rust; a littie on our pi]gnimage
home. Lut us fill up the days o! our journey la
glorl!ying the King o! our (3elestial Country.
Lut us never forget that Nve are citizuns of an-
other land, and that while it 18 the customi o!
this country to take tribute o! strangers, our
treasure is la heav-cu, whure neither moth non
rust doth corrupt, .and ivhere: thievus cannot
break la and stcal. One o! your compounds hias
beun iootcd, and the samne may hiappen Vo others,
but your treasure above ls w]îure, no thief caîx
enter." Furtlier on speaking of the poiver of
prayer, lie wrotc :-" I therefore believe Oiat the
Lord is about to set before you an open door in
Vue Province of Hoiin. He can tura tlhe arts
o! nien as tle rivers o! wa-ter. Greateris81e that
is la you thaan lic thIat, is la the ivorld. «\Ve figlit;
agaiust a funite and conquercd foc, and undur
tue banner o! aul alniighity captain. Wiy should
-%ve be dismayedî"

Yours, in haste,
J. .MCVCR

Tir.NTSI.N, Novemiber 13, 1891.
The above statenient w-as prcparcd at isin

Chen and inailcd froux there, but as the local


