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The Darters (J-lotuis) nnilike ail other genera of the order are
flot maritime in their habits. If we are ta see them inii eir native
haunts they must be followed ta almost imFenetrabIe- swamps i
the tropics. These birds have long slencjer tpecks, wvith numerous
cervical vertebroe, sa, that they sometimes receive the naine of
Snake-birds. There are only a few speteies af Darters, ane of
which Plotus anhinga belongs ta North America,

The Frigates (Tczype/es) like the Pelitans have the gular-
pouch of great size. There is one well defiîied species Tac/iyes
aquilus. This bird has the feet very small, and the wing"s of great
size and strenjgth, so that it is flot only marinr. in its habits, but
pelagic. It is a poor swimimer, can hardly wn1k, and cannot dive
at al], but its power of flight is astonibhing.

0f Tropic birds (Pzaëhz) ihere are three known, species:
P. flavirostris, P. oethereus, and P. ruabricauda, the twvo firmst m.ten-
tioned of -which are North American. The followimîg is an examin-
ation of a specinien of the"YeIIowv-billed Tropic Bird (P. flaviros/ris).
It had a yellow bill and black toes : the bill being very likie that of
a tern and was not booked. The rudimentary gular-pouch wvas
covered with feathers, instead of being naked as is generally the
case with toti-palmate birds, ai-id the nostrils were open, wvhich îs
an uncommon feature in other birds of the arder. Trhe rniddle
feathers of the tails wvere of great length. The general colour of
the plumage ivas white, nicely contrasted wvith black.

0f Gannets there are noxv recognised six distinct species in-
digenous ta North America. These are the White Ganlnet or Solan-
goose (Su/a bassaza), the Brown Gannet or Booly (S. leucogastra
or S. sula), the Blue-faced Booby (S. cyanops), the Red-footed
Booby (S. piiscatér), the BIue-footed Booby (S. 'gossi), and
Brewvster's Baoby (S. brews/cri).

The first time I ever sawv a Gannet wvas wvhen a boy at a smahl
iniand town about eiglit miles fromn the sea, on the east side of
Scotland. Same fifty miles (rom this towvn at the Bass Rock, in
the Frithi of Forth, the White Gar-mets corigregate in -pradigious
numbers: indeed this species wvhich, is otherwise called the Solan
goose, receives its specific name ba.ssana from tihe Bass Rock.
The bird 1 saw wvas in the hands of a fish-monger, or cadger as
that functionary is designated in somne parts of Scotland, and it
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