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Some time ago, Dr. Ioneker of SLorbrooke, one rif the members
of the Council of Public Instruction, :iddressed an open letter to
the Batonn 1cr of the Quebec Bar, in which ho pressed upon the
attention of that gentleman the anomaalous state of affairs in con-
nection with the examination which those entering upon the
study o? law had to pass. Dr. Heneker's action had evidcntly
been prornpted through the desù-e to corne to the rescue of the
teachers of our acadamies who, on account of the number of
examinations for whieh tbey have had to prepare students, have
feit for years the pressure of the work telling against the general
efficiency of their sehools. IlUnder the pr-esent system " said
Dr. ileneker, speaking specially of the en.rance examination in
connection wvith the study'of the law, but no doubt having also in
lis mi nd the examina' ions irequired of stadents entcring upon the
study of medicine and other professions, Iltbere is no uniformity
of plan or subjeet, no trained body o? examin,,r-s, and in the uncer-
tainty wbich prevails, students are led to seai-ch previous sets of
questions and to prepare theinselves by a systemn of cram." Nor
was the above statement beyond the mark ; and yet nothing has
been donc since Dr. Heneker wrote bis letter to bring about an
assimilation between these examinations and the coursc laid down
by the Protestant Committee o? the Council o? Public Instruc-
tion. By examining the syllabus of these eritiranee examinations
and the chairacter of the papers set to the candidates, any one
will sec that the spirit running tbrough them, is a desire to
approach as near as possible to the system of education pursued
in our Freneh Colleges;- and it may iveli be asked, when the
striking similarity 18 rioted, why the pr-ofessional guilds refuse to,
accept the certificates of these colleges as a sufficient guarantee
that those to whoni they aire granted are far enougb advanced in
their general education to enter upon the study of professional
subjeets We bave been told that, in maintaining a preliminary
examination of their own, thoe guilds are ainimatcd with an
honest desire to, promote thor-ougbness in the early classical and
iscientifie education of ouË future doctors, lawyers, and notaries.
This is tantamount to saying that they believe the train ing to be
had at some of our colleges is not what it ouglit to, be, at least as


