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MINING NEWS,

THE MINES' CONTRACT AND INVESTI-
GATTION COMPAXY, OF T0-
RONTO, LIMITED.

.

‘Tho Mines Contract and Investigation
Company, of Toronto, Limited, held its an
nual meeting  in the Canada Life Assur-
ance huilding on ¥eb. 7. The report pre-
sented then and there was o very satisfuc-
tory one for an almost new company. Con-
servative estimate of the coqupany's pro-
perty values it at $100,000 at which the
company bas been capitalized (§5.per sha-
re), 8000 of which shares have been tak-
cir, G000 are to be issued in England and
about 6000 kept in treasury till nceded.
'I'he company has 30 mincral lotations in
the Lake of the Woods district, one of
which, the Adeline, mine shows an assay
of $12 per ton on a vein 135 feet wide and
another is the Gold Centre property run-
ning from $§7.60 to $110 on vein 4 feet
wide at the surface. The company has al-
so options on mineral lands in Ontario,
Nova Scotia, British Columbia, the Atlin
District and Newfoundland and the United
States. Contracts for mining works are
also in the course of being negotinted, the
company’s drill and mining plant being ap-
plied for. This branch of the operations
will be remunerative as the Clytie Bay
district has many prospectors.

The retiring board of directors was una-
nimously reelected and a by-law passed in-
creasing the number of directors from tive
to nine, the other four to be chosen from
J.ondon and New York The Alines Con-
tract and Investigation Co. appears a
practical company, having several of the
Vbest clements that make business a  suc-
cess.

LE ROI DISCHARGFES 100 MEN.

Rossland, B.C., Feb. 9.

‘The mining community is in a condition
of consternation owing to the discharge
to-day of 100 men by the I.e Rof Mining
Company, and the announcement from
Nelson that the Hall mines and smaolter
had also shut down to-day on accemnt of
the enforcement of the eight hour law for
underground mining. Following so quickiy
after tho shut down on the War Eagle and
Contre Star, these further cases of cessa-
tion of mining operations have created dis-
may in both mining and business circles.
Unfortunately, too, th ve is said to be a
probability of still other instances of
awholesale discharges and shutting down
before the middle of the month.

THE NELSON MINES..
Result of the Yaar's Work Encouraging.

The Rossland Miner of 1st Feb. says:
The past ycar has been a prosperous

ono for Nelson notwithstanding many
drawbacks, and the measure of prosperity
then experienced justifies everyone in look-
fug forward to 1900 as a L winer year
providing the Ilnbor troubles which hnve
clogged the mining industry during tho
past six months are settled, says the Nol-
son Miner. Unltke tho Slocan, the mines
of this section havo not closed down on
account of the disastrous striko, bhut the
troubles havo had the offect of driving
many of tho best miners out af the coun-
try and havo mado it hard td got full
crows. Tho result has beon tbat Loth out-
put and dovelopment have suffered, while
many of the properties in tho carlier st~
ges of development have not been workod
at all, their owners preferring to pay the
annual assessment  of $100. The brief
sketch wwhich follows does not pretend to
be an exheustive record of tho mining
operations in this district, but inay post -
bly give some idea of what bas been go-
fmr on in the chief proporties in the vicin-
ity of Nelson or which are heing operated
from {hig city. The year's work s viry
encouraging and ensphasizes the fact thuat
Nelson is an important mining, as well us
commercial and raflroad centre. As might
be expected the first property to bo men-
tloned s

THE HALL MINES.

‘The management of -the Hall Mines has
had difiiculty in maintaining a full crew
of men. The result har bBeen that atten-
tion has been directed vo development ra-
ther than output which consequently <was
rather less last year than usual. The aut-
put, however, amounted to 81,000 tons
of ore. The figures for the last three
months of the year were not obtainable,
but for ths year ending on September 33,
the development work consisted of 2,039
feet of drifting, 258 feet of sinking und
917 fcet of - upraises. Attention i3 now
Leing mainly directed to the sinking of
the big shaft, which is now about 800
feet below the level of No. 1 tuunnel and,
according to the present plans of develop-
ment, will be sunk to the 1000 foot level
Stations are being cut and drifts run every
100 fect. The ore reserves wmiocked out are
estimated at 18,700 tons, a larger quan-
tity than thrt visible a year ago.

TEZE ATHABASCA.

At the Athabasea operations have con-
tinved all the yeao. ‘The mill has been run-
ning steadily and he cleanups average
over S10,000 a month, with a prospect of
greatly increasing this in the future. The
property is  developed by four princiral
tunnels, and development §s kept tvell
ahead of stopirg, s6 that it is estimnted
that there is $500,000 worth of ore in
sight. The 10-stampm.ll was put in by
Fraser & Chambers of Chicago. About 60
men are now employed at the mine.

THE EXCHEQUER.

A great deal of work bas bLeen done on
this property during the past year, which
is situated on Morning Mountain near the
Athabasea tramway. The shaft has heasn
sunk 100 feet to a depth of 110 feet The
200-foot crosscut tunnel has ocen con-
tinued to tap the vein and from thence a
drift or thoe vein 150 fect long ras heen
driven connecting with the shafl,. From
this poiat a crosscut. was driven to o par-
allel vein nbout 20 feet away, and  drift
has been run on this for 100 feet. Bot..
drifts are in ore all the way. At the 60-
foot. level a drift of 100 feet has also heen
run, and considerable ore has been stuped
from here Short tunnels and of.en cuts
have oxposed the vein on the surface for
about 400 feol, ond a tunne! ig to ho In

on the veln 200 feot Lelow the present
workings, which will give 800 feot of
stoping  ground.. Shipments have leen
made from timo to timo to the Hall Minus
smelter, with the result that for the pust
four months tho mine has been gell-sup-
porting. It {8 intended to make larger
and More frequent shipments. ihis year,
and a stomp mill {s among the probabili-
ties of tho near future. An ore house has
recontly been constructed, and a tramway
has been put up conngeting the mine with
the Hall Mines tramway,

‘I'IIZ BIRDSEYE GROUP.

This grohp is situnted on Morning doun-
tain about half a mile west of the Atha-
basca, and was bonded last spring by the
Nelson Copper Flelds company. Since then
four tunnels havo beon drlven on the pro-
pertd, two on the Printdton Iractlon and
two on the Birdeoye. On the Priuceton
No, 1 ig in 756 feet and No. 2 100 feot,
and on the Birdseye No. 1 is in 185 feot
and No. & 40 feet. ‘Ilere are two quartz
velns on the property, one carrying freo
mllllng gold and the other copper pyrites.
The' englneer in charge, Mr. R. C. Camp-
bell-Johnston, reports that tho property {a
looking exceedingly wwell, and that work
will be actively prosccuted all the winter.

THE LAST CHANCE.

This property also belongs to the Nel-
son Copper Fields company, but lay idle
for the greater part of the year. In Sep-
tember, however, operations were resumed.
and @ crosscut tunnel was run to tap the
vein at depth. After tunneling about 250
feect the ore body was encountevred a lit-
tle over a week ago, and work will be
continued all theo winter.

THE FERN MINE.

The* Fern fs the second mine in this vi-
cinity to puy a dividend, though it has
not paid one this year. Tho company wans
reorganized last spring and development
work has beon actively prosecuted over
sinco until recontly, when the mine shut
down for the wintes chiefly owing to the
fact that the eight-hour law had praduced
a scarcity of miners notwithstanding the
fact that the mine wag paying the unjon

scale. The Fern is developed by four tun-
nels. No, 1 {s in 200 {cet and No. 2 250

feet, No. 8 450 fcet and No. 4 700 feet,
which gives a depth on the veln of 480
feet. The tunnels are connected by up-
raises and are all run in on the vein with
the exception of tho first 90 feet of Ne. 4
which i8 a crosscut, Last spring o o-drlll
compressor actuated by water power was
installed which also materially aided the
ventilation of the mine, and the property
is elgo equipped with a 10-stamp mill and
a cyanide plant for treating the tailings.
The vein varies from ono to thren fect in

width.
ROYAL CANADIAN.

A great deal of development has been
done on this property during the year
which ‘s Jeveloped by three tunnels con-
netted % winzee. Nos. 1 and R aro in
about 800 feet, and No. 8, 200, and the
ureater portion of this work has been ac-
complished during the past 12 months.
A crosscut tunnel, which §s now {v 200
feot, §8 now being driven on the Nevada,
an extengion of the Royal Canadinn. Out-
sidd of this tunnel development work has
heen temporarily susponded in favor of
stoping, and the bhalance of the crew have
beon transferred to the Poorman. This
property, 1§ke thoe othere coirtrolled by the
Granite Mines, imited, is frce miliing. As
soon as tho state of the reads yamits the
ore wili be hauled down to the mill, «
distance of about n mile, by wagons, tut
later on the two will be connected by a
gravity tram.
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