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Pastor and [People.

A SUNG FUR EVERY DAY.

I'he weary world s & cheery place
For those with hearts to win it 3
Thaok God there's not a human face
But has some laughter in at 1
1 he suui that cumes wih hooese mutlh,
Thoagh healdi and fu.tane vary,
Bring back the Jhildhood of the earth,
Acnd keeps 1t sound and mersy.

The plndding wotld's an eager place
IFor those with wit to use 1t ;
Whete all are bidden to the race
Let bim who Jdares tefuse i !
The simplest task the band can try,
‘The dullest round of duty,
hnowledge can amply glondy,
Adad aic can wiuwa wi b beau'y,

A busy, bunny, kindiy place
Is this ough world of vuts,
For those whu love and wotk apace,
And fill their bands wits tlowers.
Tu kiad and just and gratelul heails
The present grace is given
‘T'o find n heaveo in themselves,
And find themselves 1n heaven !
Lra Kead Goodale, sn the Congregitionali £,
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THE CHURCU AND THI YOUNG.™

BY JAMES GIRSON,

The importance o1 the religious tratning
of the youog cannot be over-estimated.
¢ Learn young, learn fair "’ 1s an old prov-
erb, and 1s as applicadle to matters of relig-
ion as to any other. Religious trawmiag
should begin when the child begins to speak,
if ot earlier ; and continue forever, 12 this
world and the pext.

For our present purpose we shall pre-
sume that the infant feet bave been led into
the first steps of the way of life in the home ;
and shall take up the subject of the training
of the youog from the time they begin to at-
tend the public services of religion.  Chris-
tian parents very properly bring their chil-
dren to church at an early age. For a'-
though they do not understand these things,
yet do they thus early form impressions and
habits which are of permancent value. But
it is when the child enters the Sunday-school
that definite religious instruction by the
Church begins. From that point the Home
and the Sunday-schou. must go hand in
band in the religious instruction of the
young. There exists in some minds an idea
that there is antagonism between the home
and the Sunday-school, They speak as if
there wasadangeroftheSunday-school asurp-
ingthe placeof thehome. Thisis averygreat
mistake. Parents are either conscientious
and painstakiog in giviog their children
religious instruction at home, or they are
careless and neglectful. 1f the former,
what better ally can they bave than the
Sunday-school, which gives direction, con-
tinuity and stimulus to the instruction of the
home; if thelatter, the hour’sinstruction once
a week is surely alittle better than nothing,
The fact is that even in Christian homes,
the instruction of the young is in danger of
becoming intermittent, or faling into disuse,
unless there is the stimulus of preparing
with a definite obj.ct in view, namely, the
meeting of scholar and teacher on the fol-
lowing Sunday. Theideal of religious in-
struction is for the whole family to read avd
discuss and study together, say at family
worship, or other suitable times throughout
the week, the scripture lesson for the follow-
iog Sunday. Thean all the members of the
tamily between the ages of five and seventy-
five, or as many as can make it conveaient,
proceed to Sunday-school, and therz come
into contact with other minds, with teacher
and {siiow pupils, and so get fresh thougbts,
new ugbt, deeper insight, firmer grasp of the
truths they wnave been studying all the
week., Children lose much by not belong-
1ng to the Sunday-school, even it conscien-
uiously and systemaucally taught at home.
There 15 a power 1o numbers ; it ss helpful
and stimulating for a child to meet other
children, and join with them in singing
God's praise, and taking part in the various

* A parer read at a Presbyterial Sunday School Con~
{erence of the Presbytery of Uttawa,
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exercises of the school, and there is some-
thing inspiring in the thought of belonging
to the great Sunday-school army of eleven
milions of scholars and teachers on this
continent alone, all studying each Sunday
the selisame passage of the Word of God.

Many parents may be willing to teach
their childien at home, but have little
faculty and no traiming for it.  Such may be
thanktul to secure the belp of a faithful and
devoted man or woman, who, by training
and experience, has special qualifications tor
the work of teaching the young. But, we
repeat, let the parents do their part first in
the homne preparation, otherwise the work
of the best of teachers 1s almost thrown
away. Why is it that our teachers so often
find their work Ciscouragiog? Chiefly be-
cause the scholars come wholly unprepared;
the teacher finds no ground-wotk of koow-
ledge to begin upon, and consequently little
or no interest on the part of the pupil. The
thirty munaies of lesson. study are vaunly
occupled 10 getuing the scholar to the point
he ought to have reached before coming to
school. Home prepara.on would chaoge
altthat . the scholars wouald be interested
10 telling what they kanew of the facts, and
the teacher would be able to enforce the
practical teachings of the lesson ; and both
would feel that the tume had been pieasant-
ly and profitabiy spent.

To compare small things with great,
each home should be, as 1t were, a iittle
school ar coilege, let us say, and the Sunday
school the uaiversuy, the examiniog body
which tests what has been learned, tabulates
and records; and (carrging the analogy
stll further) confers honors and degrees in
the shape o! diplomas and prizes upon its
successlul students, The Suanday-school
age begins at five or six years, ard it need
never cease, except from circumstances
quite independent of age. No one is too
old to denive benefit from united systematic
study of the scriptures. Adult classes are
much more numerous in the United States
than with us ; and 1n Canada, they are more
numerous In some other denominattons
thau amongst us Presbyterians., There is
no good reason why this should be the case,
and 1t 1s not to our credit as Presbyterians
that we are oot in the front rack in com-
bined adult Bible study. Sunday-school
methods admit of greater freedom than is
possible at the regular preaching services—
a catechetical and conversational style of
teachtog can be employed together with the
use of maps and blackboard, drills and re-
views and written examinations ; and there
is no reason why more of our adult member-
ship should not avail themselves of these
aids and iocentives to the study of the
Bible. Nearly all of our church members
are graduates of the Sunday School. If
they desite to keep up, and add to, thelr
stock of Biblical knowledge, let ther. come
back to their Sunday School Alma Mater
and take a post graduate course. Adult
Bible classes are all the more needed
now that the expository sermon or the
lecture, as it was called in Scotland, bas
gone out of fashion.

In the religious training of the young we
have to face the fact that the Bible as a text
book is prohibited in our public schools. It
vould open up far too large a subject for
discussion here aud now to go 1ato the mer-
its of this vexed question. But we cavnot
igoore the fact. We must deal with it as hav-
iog an important bearing on the subject be-
fore us. As tnings are at present, and we
see no reason to expect a chaoge, and even
Christian people are by no means unani-
mous in thinking a change desirable, the
State does nothing for the religious educa-
tion of youth. It will not even use any por.
tion of the Scriptures as literature in the
course of instruction. All religlous instruc-
tion then, must be given by and through the
Church. There are three agencies which
may be employed by the Church in doing
this work: 71st—The Christian homes of tke
people. 20d—Sunday-schools and Bible-
classes, 3rd—The preaching of the Word,
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Now, as to the first of these three, the homes
of the people, we must admit that far tao
many of them are not Christian, even nomin-
ally ; and many are Cbristian io uame and
nothing more. Large numbers of children,
then, are getting no religious training in their
homes and none in the day-schools. What
is to become of them, and what is to be-
come of our country, if we do not get these
children mto cur Sunday-schools and ioto
our churches? Looked at in this light,
who cap fail to see the vast importance of
the Sunday-school as an institutlon in our

land,
The second agency referred to, the Sun-

day school, is doing a great, important and
ever increasiog work, but it has some weak
points which greatly impair its usefulness.
The first of these to which we would call
attention, is that it has hold of the pupil
for only oune hour or less per week, whereas
all other subjects of study which are con
sidered important are stodied many hours
per week, What can be acquired in an
hour a week, or half an hour it is rather, of
actual teaching? The second is that its
teachers arc not trained teachers. Faithful,
earnest, zealous, patient, godly men and
women they are, but only one here and
there has any idea of teaching asan art.
In our public schoois we do not allow a
teacher to teach that twice two are four
without producing a certificate from a Nor-
mal school. But in our Sunday schools we
are constrained to take what material we
can get ; oftenest a young girl out of the
Bible class, without training or experience,
fully conscious of her deficiencies, but wil-
ling to consecrate what talent she bas to
this service for Christ; while too often
others, better endowed and equipped, hold
aloof.,

The third weak point in our Sunday
schools isthe leakage which takes place in
the senior boys’ classes.
fant class of any of our Sunday schools, and
you will find it composed of an equal num-
ber of boys and girls. In the intermediate
classes you still find tne sexes evenly bal-
anced. But when you come to the senior
classes, from 15 years of age and upward,
you will observe a serious disproportion
between the sexes. The girls will still be in
evidence, but you will find yourself *short *’
on boys. When a boy arrives at the age
that heis particular about the cut of his
collar and the shade of his tie, be sometimes
makes the startliog dlscovery that heis too
big for Sunday school. He will tell you the
Sunday school is for **kids,” such as his
little brother of ten, but not for him any
more. Itis grevious that just at the age
when most in need of instruction and guid-
ance, he breaks away from that which might
be the strongest factor in his spiritual deve-
lopment, the influence of a wise, earnest,
godly Sunday school teacher. Ncw these
weak places in the Sunday school can all be
made strong.

First: Too little time devoted to Bible
study. Parents must be enjoined to devote
a f>w mionutes daily to the home study of
the lesson with thelr children. The short
hour or less per week for Scripture study
will thus be enlarged to an extent in some
measure proportionate to its importance.
Scholars should be eucouraged by parents
and teachers to taks part in the written ex-

aminations of the Higher Religlous Instruc-
tion Scheme. We sometimes hear the ob-
jection, ¢ Oar children have too much home
wortk and too many written examinations
already without the Sunday school adding
to them.” Do parents realize what they are
saying, when they make this objection ?
Are they willing that mathematics, history,
geography, French, masic, and what not,
are to have the whole of their children's
time to the exclusion of the stady of the
Book of books ? Christian pareats are bound
to see that religious inmstructiop gets fair
play in competition with all other kinds of
wstraction.  The children get everything
else in the day-schools ; then give the San-
day school a chance to tcach them what is
most impottant of all,

The second weakness mentioned, the
lack of trained teachers, must be remedied
by attaching greater valus and importance
to the office of teachers. The best men and
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women in our churches should be eugaged
in this work. Sunday school teachers are
perbaps too modest,  They should magmi;
their office ; and they should be esteemey
very highly n love for their work's ,.ke,
Instead of the choice of teachers being lef
to haphazard, they should be selected ang
appointed by the session, and formaly
recoguized and set apact ic some distracqye
way as holding an important office in the
Chutch. This would raise the whole toge
of Sunday school work ; and teachers wayy
be encouraged to rise to the digaity of thei
office, and equip themselves niore thorough.
ly for the work by makiog a special study of
teaching as an art and profession,

The third weak polat, the leakage aboye
referred to, would be stopped, wholly or ;4
great measure, if teachersof ability and tag,
and perservance took hold of these ladsy
that critical age, and held on to them,-
never relaxiag theu vigilance, their earyes,.
ness, their wise and loving grip of the bays,
In our experience we have seen class afe
class of big lads wrecked and scattered
through teachers losing heart, or losiag
hold,—gving up for some cause or other g,
acritical time, whep, ifthey bad held o, (e
boys would have been saved to the schoo
to the Bible class, and to the membership of
the Church. We have said above that the
third ereatinstrument inthe hands of the
Church far the religious instruction of youn
is the preaching of the Word. Ino somere
spects It is the most poteat of all. *Tge
Spirit of God maketh the reading, but e
pecially the preaching of the Word, 3
eflectual meags of convincing and conver.
ing sinners.” Letitbs noted however thy
there is a distinction between preacbiog ang
teaching. Letno one think that f young
people c..tend the preaching services of he
Church, it matters littie whether they astens
a Bible class or not. All good preachiny
teaching in a certain sense but not in the
strict educational sense. There may b
the pouring in of ideas, but there 15 g
drawing out ; and after all, you have realy
taught anly that which you can draw oy
again fr-om your pupil.  Especially for
young minds, preachig requiresto be sup
plemented by teaching in Bible classes
There is abundant evidence to prove by
preachiag alone does not accomplish al|
that is needed for the religious instruction of
the youog. The igncrance of the Bibl
showa by young people even of the educated
and church going classes is deplorable
Charles Dudley Warner 1o the ,March naa.
ber of Harper's Magazine writes 1ha
‘“ ignorauce of the Bible among colleg
students exists to an exteat that is incoo-
Ceivable by any person a generation ago."
Another writer ina receat issue of the Sux.
day School Times statesthat an expeniment
was made lately in one ofthe Ugiied States
colteges. The professor wrote on the black.
board twenty-two quatations from Teannyson
each one of which contained a Scriptura
allusion. In a class of 34 students, 11dd
not know what was referred to by the man
na in the wilderness,~16 knew nothig;
about Jacob's wrestliog with the angel,—2
were ignorant of “ Josbua's moon,” and 28
of * Jonah’s gourd”” lo view of facts like
these, surely it is high time forthe Churcs
to throw herself with redoubled energy i
the religious training of the young and risiog
generation, so that we Presbyterians shal
maintaio the traditions of ** Bible-lovio
Scotland.” May our childee be ke
Timothy who from achild koew the hoy
Scriptares, which are able t0 mans wse
unto salvation ; our young men and womss
like the Bereaos, searching the Scrip:ares
daily ; our teachers like Apolios, ““mighy
in the Scriptures ” who “ spoke and taught
diligently the things of the Lord.”

Io our homes let it be as in that of the
devont Israclite of old, who obeyed this
divine command: ¢ These words thoz
shalt teach diligently uato thy children, and
shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thio:
house and when thou walkest bythe way, and
when thou liest down, and when thee
risest up. And thou shall bind them fors
sign upoa thin hand, aad they shall be as
frontlets between thine eyes, and thoa sbak
wnte them upoa the postsof thine houst,
and on thy gates.” ln oor Suaday schools
let us take for our model the graat Bib't
school held in Jerusalem twenty three ceo-
tunies ago for * men and women and au hat
could hear fwith uaderstanding ' (chats,
men women and childceo) ; whea Ez.a aod
Lis sta.” of assistant teachers * read ntht
book, io the law of God, distinctly, acd
gave the sense, and caused the people bo
uanderstand the reading.”

_Ia our churches let* Jesus Christs and
Him crucified ” b2 the great theme of out
preachers, their preaching ‘¢ not with eatic
ing words of man’s wisdom, but in demos:
straticn of the spirit and of power.”

‘* Then all thy children shall bs taagh
ot the Lord, and great shall be the peaceol
thy children.”



