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Tht importance ai the religtus training
ai tht Vong cannai bc aver-estrmated.

ILeara youag, tenra fair " is an aid prcv-
t b, and rs as applicable ta matiers ai rlig -

ion as ta aay altier. Religious traiaing
should begma when tht chîld begins to apeak,
if not enrîrer ; and contrnte orever, in ibis
world and tht nexi.

For aur present purpose wt shaîl pre-
sumne that tht infant feet have been led ino
tht firsi sieps ai tht wny ai tile in the homne;
and shall take up tht subjeci af the training
of tht youog frnm thetlime they begin ta at-
tend tht public services af religion. Chris-
tian parents very properly brrng their chiu-
drea ta church at an early age. For a'-
though îhey do flot uaderstand these îhings,
yet do îhey thus early iorm, impressions and
habits wbach arelo permanent i7alue. But
it is when tht chiîd enters tht Sunday-school
that defiaite religions instruction by, the
Church begins. Fromn ibat point tht Home
and tht Sunday-schotu. must go hand in
band ln tht religiaus instruction af tht
young. There exisîs ia somne mînds an idea
ihat there is antaganism belween tht homne
and tht Sunday-school. They speak ns if
tberc was adanger oftheSunday-schonl usurp-
ingîthe place af the home. Thisis averygreat
misînke. Parents are either canscienîrous
and painstaking ia giving ibeir children
religinus instruction at home, or they are
cnreless and negleciul. lf tht former,
wbat better ally can they have thnn tht
Sunday-scbool, which gives direction, con-
tinuity and stimulus to tht instruction cf ihe
home; il tbelatter, thethour's instruction once
a week is surely a hit betier than nathrng.
Tht fact is that even in Christian homes,'
tht instruction ai tht young is ta danger ai
becoming intermittent, or falîrng rata dîsuse,
unless there is tht stimulus of prepnring
wttb a defiatte obj ctian view, nnmely, tht
meeting ai scholar and tencher on tht fi.
lowing Snnday. Tht ideat ai religions in-
sîruciion is for tht wholt fnmrly ta rend and
dîscuss and study togeiher, say at famîîV
warsbip, or aiher suiîable limes thraughouî
tht week, the scripture lesson for tht follow-
ing Sunday. Then ail tht members ai tht
family between tht ages of live and seventy-
five, or as many as cao make it convtuient,
praceed ta Suaday-school, and there camne
inta contact with cîher minds, wiîb teacher
and tellow pupits, and sa gel iresh îboughîs,
new igut, deteper insighît, flmer grasp of tht
truths ihey iiave heen studying ail tht
week. Childrea lose much by flot belang-
ing ta tht Sunday-schocl, even il canscien-
zrously and sysîemnaîrcnlly îaughî ait home.
There as a power ia numbers; at ils heipful
and siimulating for a chiid ta mcci other
children, and join wiih them in singing
God's prarse, and taking part in the various
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exercises ofithe school, and there is sonne-
tbtag inspmring la the tbought ai belonging
ta the great Sunday-schaol army of cleven
mitions of scholars and teachers an this
continent atone, nil studying cach Sunday
the selisame passage ai the Word of God.

Many parents mity be wilting ta teach
their childien nt home, but have tittle
fac.ulty and ao training for il. Such may bc
rhanktui ta secure the help of a itbli and
devated man or woman, wba, by training
and experience, bas specmat qualifications for
the work af teaching the yaung. But, we
repeat, tet the parents do their part first in
the borne preparatian, otherwt the work
ai the best ai teachers is atmast thrawn
away. Why is il that aur teachers sa alta
fiad their work t:.!couraging ? Cbiefly be-
cause the schoiars cante whotty unprepared;
the teacher finds no ground-ookl ai know-
tedge ta begin upon, and consequtntly lttie
or no inttest on the part ai the pupit. The
(tbàrty minutes ut lesson. siady art vaty
accupitd in getîing the schotar ta the point
be aught ta have reached before caming ta
schoof. Homt preparaJon wauld change
ait thaï,t tht scholars wuuid be interested
in tellisg what tbey knew of tht facis, and
the teacher wautd be abte ta enforce tht
practicat teachings ai tht tesson ; and bath
would fecI thai the cime had been pleasani-
ty and profitably spent.

To compare smal things with great,
each home shauld be, as it were, a iittte
schoaf or cilege, let us say, and tht Suaday
scbaol the uoiversity, tht examiniag body
whîch tests what bas been Iearned, tabulates
and records ; and (carrying tht analagy
sutil further) confers noaars and degrees in
tht shape al diplomas and prizes upan its
successilt students. Tht Sunday.schooi
age begins ai five or six years, ard il need
neyer cease, excepi from circumstances
quite independent ai age. No ont is to
otd ta derîve benefit from united systematic
study af the scriptures. Adutt classes are
much mare numerous in tht United States
than wîrh us ;and in Canada, they are mare
numerous in saime alter denaminaîrans
tbau amongst us Presbyterians. Tisere is
no good reasan why ibis shoutd bt tht case,
and it is flot ta aur credit as Preshyrerians
that wt art not ia tht front rack ia comn-
bined adut Bible study. Sunday-school
methods admit ai greater freedamn than is
possible ai tht regular preacbîng services-
a catechetical and canversational, style ai
teaching can be emploved tagether witb the
use ai maps and blackboard, drills and re-
views and writtea examinations ; and there
is na reason why mort ai aur aduit member-
ship shautd flot avait tbemselves ai these
aids and inceatives ta the sîudy af tht
Bible. Nearty ail ai aur church members
are graduates af the Sunday Scbool. If
îbey desire ta keep up, and add ta, thelr
stock ai Biblical kawledge, lt therr. camne
back ta ibeir Sunday Schoal Aima Mater
and takt a post graduate course. Admit
Bible classes art att the mort nteded
now that tht expasitary sermon or tht
lecture, as it was called in Scotland, bas
gêne out ai fashion.

Ia tht religiaus training af tht yauag we
bave ta face tÉt fact that tht Bible as a ttxt
book is prahibitd in aur public schools. Il
would apen up far tao large a subject for
discussion bere and naw ta go rata tht mer-
its af ibis vexed question. But we canni
ignore tht fact. We must deal wiîbh Ilas bav-
ing an important bearing an tht subjeci be-
fore us. As tnings are at present, and we
sec no reason ta expect a change, and even
Christian people are by fia means tinani-
mous in tbinking a change desirable, tht
Siate dots naîhing for the religious educa-
tran ai youth. It wilI flot even use aay por.
tion ai tht Scriptures as literature in tht
course ai Instruction. Att religious instruc-
tion then, must bc given by and through the
Churcb. There are ibret agencies which
may be employed by tht Church in diming
ibis work: îst-Thc Christian homes of i1.e
People. zsîd-Sunday.schaols and Bible-
classes. 3rd-Tht preaching af the Word,

New, ns ta the first ai these tbree, tht homes
of tht people, we must admit that fair itao
mnny ai them are fiat Christian, even nomia*
nllyi and maay are Christian la unmt and
notbiag mare. Large numbers ai chitdren,
then, aire getîing fia religious training in their
homes and fiat in the day-schaols. WVhat
is ta become ai îhem, and vvhnî Is ta be-
camne ao ur count.ry, if we do not get these
chiîdrea inro car Sunday-scboals and iat
aur churches ? Looked ai in ibis light,
who cain fail ta sec tht vast importance ai
the Suaday-scbaal ns au institution in aur
land.

The second ngency reierred ta, tht Sun-
day schaol, is doing n great, important and
ever hncrcasiaig work, but il bas same weak
points whicb grcatly Impair ils usefulatss.
Tht firsi ai these ta wblcb we wauld caîl
attention, is that il bas hold ai tht pupîl
for only ont heur or less per week, whercas
ail ather subjects af study wbich are con
sidered important are sîudied many hours
per weck. What cau bcancquirtd ia an
bour a week, or hall an bour it is rather, af
actual teaching? Tht second is that ils
teachers are not trnined teachers. Faîîhful,
enrnest, zealaus, pattent, godly mca and
wornen thty are, but anly anc here and
ibere bas any idea cf teacbing as an art.
la aur public schos we do not allow .a
teacher ta îeach ihat iwict two are four
withaut producîag a certificat from a Nor-mal school. But hai aur Sunday schools wtare canstrained ta tnke wbat materint WI
cau gel ; oiîeaest a young girl oui ai tht
Bible cînass, witbout training or experience,
fully cansciaus ai ber deficitacies, but wil.
ling ta cansecrate whaî talent she bas ta
ibis service for Christ ; white tao ofiea
others, better endowed and equipped, hold
aloof.

The third wenk point ia aur Suaday
schools is tht lenkage which takes place in
tht senior boys' classes. Go imit tht in-
fant class ofiaay ai aut Sunday schools, and
Vau whtl find il composed ai an equal nura-
ber ai boys and girls. Ia tht intermediate
-lasses you stili fiad tne sexes evenly bal-"anced. But whea yan camne te tht senior
classes, from i5 yenrs af age ana upward,
you will observe a serions disproportion
betwtea the sexes. Tht girls will stili bt lan
evidence, but yau ,viIl find yourself "short"'
on boys. Wben a boy arrives at tht age
ibat be is particular about tht cut ai bis
callar and tht shade ofihis tic, ht sometimeS
makes tht startling dlscovery ibat ht is tao
big for Sunday school. Ht XVill tell vou tht
Sunday school is ibr " kids," sucb as bis
littlt brother ai ten, but not for bim any
more. Il is grev'ions that just ai tht agt
when masi in need of instruction and guid-
ance, ht breaks away, ft-om ihat whicb mighî
be tht strongest factor ia bis spiritual deve-
iopment, tht influence af a wise, earnest,
godly Sunday schoal tencher. New these
weak places ln tht Sunday scbool can ail be
made strong.

Fîrst Tao littît time dtvated ta Bible
study. Parents must bcetnjohned ta devte
a f:ýw minutes dnily ta tht home study ai
the lessan with their- cbildren. Tht short
bour or less per week for Scripture study
will thus bc enlarged ta an exient in saint
measure proportianate ta its importance.
Scholars sbonld bheucouraged by parents
and tenchers ta take- part ia tht written ex-
aminations af the Higher Religlous Instruc.
tion Scheme. We sametimes hear the ab-
jection, "QaOr cbildrea have tao much homne
woik and to mnny wriîîça exnniinaîîons
alrendy without tht Sunday Scheol adding
ta them." Do parents realîze wbat îbey art
saying, %ahen tbev make this objection ?
Art they willrng that matbtmnatics, histary,
geagraphy, French, music, and wbnt not,
are ta have tht wholt af thecir cbildrens
tinit ta the exclusion of tht stady ai tht
Book af books ? Christin Parents are bound
ta sec thai religious instruction i!els fair
play in competition with ail other kinds of
instruction. Tht childrea gel everyîbing
tIse in the day-schools,; then give tht San-
day scbaal a chance ta tcach îbema what is
Most impotiant ai ail.

Tht second weakntss meatioaed, tht
inck af trained tenchers, must be remedied
by aîîaching grenier value and importance
Ie the office of teachers. The best mca and

women la aut churches shonld be eugiged
in thîs work. Sunday scbool teachers ait
perbaps tee modest. They sbould migoî 1?
their officet; and ihey sbould be esteerne,
very lîmghly in love for tir work's .. kt.
lasiead af tht cholce ai teacisers b-îu>g leli
ta baphazard, tl.ey should be seleted and
appninîed by the session, and farmliy
recograired and set apart ir saine distinctive
way as holding an Important office rn the
Cburch. This wauld raise tht whole tout
ai Sunday school wark ; and tenchers %vjl
be encouiragcd ta rise ta tht dignity af ibelr
oifice, and equip themselves more thorough.
ly for the work hy making a special sîudy el
teachîing as an art and profession.

The third weak point, the leakage ahanre
reierred ta, waould be siopped, wholly or At
great mensure, If teachers ai ability and tact,
and perservance taok hold oi ihese ladsa:,
that crîtîcal age, and held on te tbem,_.
neyer relaxing îbec vigilan-;e, ibtîr eatues.
mess, their wise and loving grip ai tht boy;
In our experieuce we bave seen class asier
class af big lads wrecked and scaiiered
tijrough icachers lasmng beart, Or losîag
bald,-giving up for sumne cause or ollier ai
a iritical tume, wheo, if tbey hd held on, &br
boys would bave been saved ta tht scboc;,,
ta the Bible class, and ta thetmembership or
tht Church. Wt have sard above ihat the
thîrd great instrument in tht bands o! the
Cîrurcb for tht religtous instruction ai yuî
is tht preaching ofîthe Word. Ia somere
specîs it is tht mosi patent of ail. IlThe
Spirit ai God maketh the rending, but es.
pecially the preachîng of tht Word, a;
eflectual meas af caaviucing and canver.
ing sinners." Let il be noted bawever thal
tbere is a distinction betwecu preaching and
teachirig. Ltt no ont think thai if y0ung
people L.lend the preacbîng services ai ris
Cliurch, il tatters lillée whcrber they aueaau
a Bible class or not. Ail good preachings
tenching in a certain sense but flot ha the
strict educational stase. There may be
thte pouring in ai ideas, but there is no
drawing oui and aiter ail, yau bave reamîy
taught aly that whica yau cao dravw oui
again from vour pupil. EspecinlîV for
young minds, preacbing requires ta be sup.
plemented by teachhng la Bible classes.
There is abondant evidence ta prove (hal
preachiag atone dots not accomplish ail
tbat is needed for tht religions instrucioanof
tht youog. Tht ignorance oi the Bible
sbawn by young people evea af the educatef
and church going classes is deplorable.
Charles Dudley Waraer in tht .March nant.
ber oi Harb5er's Afa4'-a.-iie wr-jtes ibl

i gnorance ai tht Bie among colege
students exists ta an extot that is incon.
ceivabît bynany persan a gyentration azo:
Anoîher wrtter iu a recet issue of the Sun.
day Schoo! 7ine- states thai an experiment
avas made lately in one oc he United Ststes
colieges. Tat professer vraie an tht black.
board îwentv-two quatains frami Teunyson
eacb ont ai avhich contnined a Scrip-urai
allusion, la a clnss ai 34 studenîs, 1t did
not know wbat was reitrred te by tht rai-
na in the wilderness,-s6 knew nothsg
about Jacob's wvrestling wiîh tht augel,-2o
were ignorant ai «"Joshua's mon," and 28
afIl Jouah's gourd." Ia view ai facîs litre
these, surely it is high lime for tht Cburcb
ta throiv herseli with redoubled energy iro
the religiaus training ai the voung and rising
generatron, se that we Presbyîerins shat
maintain tht traditions ai " Bibl.loig
Scotland." May aur childre,' bc like
Timoîhy wbo irom acbîld knew tht bo:y
Scriptures, whacb are able ta ma,ýe wis.
unie salvation ; aur yauag menannd wornes
like tht Bereaus, searcbing the Scriports
daily ; aur teachers like Apa)las, Ilmrigbty
ia the Scriptures " wbo 'lspoke nd rnogbt
diligently thetîhîags ai tht Lird."

la aur homes let il be as in that af the
devaur laraclite ai aId, who obeyed ibis
divine comrmand : "iThese words itio2
sbnlt teacb diligenily uio thy chuldren, nd
shalt inlk ai theni wben thon sitiesi in thine
bouse and wben thon walkest bythe way, and
avben îhou liesi clown, and whea thoz
risesi up. And thon shaîl biad them fora
sigu upon tib and, and they shali bc as
frontleis beîween thîne tyts, and thou shat
write them upon the pasta ai thîne bouse,
and on thy gaies." ID our Sazsdav scsooha
let us take for aur model the grent Bible
school held in Jerusalemt iwenîv ibret cen.
turies ago for " mea and wamea and ai, tbis
could hcar: lwath uaderstnng 'tht
mec women and childton ; wben Ez.a and
bis sta-f assistant tenchers " rend in th-
book, hn tht law ai Gad, di;îincîiy, atm
gave tht sease, and caused tht people te
understaad tht reacling."

la aur churches let ilJesus Christs and
Him cruciiied " be tht great theme ofour
pieachers, their preaching , flot wiîh etruc
Ing words ai man's wisdomn, but in demon-
stration af tht spirit and af power."

"1Thea aIl thy chidren shall be inogi
ai tht Lord, and great shaîl be tht pence el
thy chiJdren."
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