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abdication ise prostrated himself before bis
succe'ssor, promising ohedience, and then,
raising his eyes ta heaven, said, "Lord, 1
return ta Thec ibis family which tbou hast
conllded tu me. Nom, as Thau knowtst,
most sweet Jesus, I have no longer strength
nor abiiity ta keep an caring for thens. 1
confide them, therefore, ta tht ministers'"

Hle livedl about six yeans afier ibis,
broken in body and spirit. His sufferings,
physicai and spiritual, 'vert beyond expres-
sion Ht foresaw, witb anguisb unspeakable,
the decline of tht order, and ia bis helpless-
ness bie reproachtd,witb terrible visenience,
those who 'vert destroying bis work.
*l Whcre aire they," he would cry, 'Iwho
bave ravislsed my brethren iront, me ?' where
are tbey wbo have sluten mv iamiiy ?" Ht
gave bimseii up more and mote t0 medila-
tion and prayer, dweiiing wius intense con-
centratIon on tht passion of Christ ; and
sometimes in tht church, and somnetimes an
tht mountain or la tht frresl, be wouid
spend long pcniods absarbed in bis thaughts.
lie was passessed constantiv by tht vision
o! the crucifixcion. Before tht day of tht
tlevation o! tht Holy' Cross ho passed the
ssight ate; and in tht marning there came
ta him, tht lcgend says, a vision of a seraph,
witb out-stretched rings, whsich fiev ta-
mar:s hlm (rom tht edge of the horizon.
Il In the centre of Ibe vision appeared a
cross, and tht serapis was nailed upon il.
When tI'e vision disappeared, lie tell sharp
sufferings naingled with the ecstasy of tht
first moments. Stirred t0 tht ver depths
of bis becbg, he 'vag anxiously seeking tht
rneaning of il ail, wben he perceived upon
bis body the. stigmoata of tht crucified,"
flowever it was produced, there stenis ta be
no doubt that there 'vert on tht bonds and
feet of tht saint marks rcsemblung the im-
pression of nails, and an bis sîde the appear-
ance o! a wossnd.

Tht last days of Francis wene fult citjoy.
fle badl recavered bis old spirit, and spent
most of bis time singing tht Canticie o! tht
siu, mucis ta the distress of saine o! tht
brotbers, who tbaught bt should have been
thinking ai bis sins. Ht died giadly : IlWei-
come, Sister Dtath," he cried, as bis bour
drew on. Thus died, at tht age ofiiorly.six,
Ibis remankobie mon, 'vis 'vas one o! tht
purest-mindtd ai tht long uine o! enthusiasîs,
whis believe themseives ta be and wba are
tht inspined prophets of God. During bis
lifetime, tht brothers 'vent int ail tht
countries oa! Europe, preaching tht gospel
'vils 'vnderful resuits. Tisey even jaunney-
ed as far as Synia and Morraco, and every-
where disciples 'vert gained. Il 'vas
Francis' plan ta go ta ail notions, IlDo
you tbink," be said to a cardinal, "Ihat God
raised up tht bnoters for tht sake ofiIbis
country atone? Verily, 1 say uato yau, Gad
bas raised thens up for the owakening and
salvalion of ailluen. . . . ' Tse prophet
in bis strength boapes ail thtngs ; conscîous
of divine powver Se lios D01 at first realize
how big the world, is, and bawv evil or isent
mea are. Vet, tbough they do not accomp-
lisis their britlant dreams, their lobons and
angiss ar-e nat un vain. We do nal ap-
preciate how mucb 've awe tht saints outil
've îry ta picture wbat the world would bave
heen had tbey neyer 'vrougbt and sufiened.
But it takes nat aise, but a multitude like
Saint Francis' ta accomplish whal he dreami.
cd of doing. Tht work gots on, there is
gencrally an Elias ta receive the mantie of
Elijab. To-day most conspicnous among
tht spiritual successons of Saint Francis are
CounnîToistoi, General Booth and John Rus.
kin. In choracter Ruskin approaches clos-
est ta bis. It is tald of him that, 'vben he
'vas in Rame, thene was every day a bcggar
oai the steps oi tht Pincia, ta wtsom he
always gave something. Ont day tht grole-
fui mais caught bis outstneîcbed bond and
Jissed it. Ruskin sîopped short, dncw bis
bandbastily zway, and tben, 'vill a sudden
impulse, kissed the beggar's check. The
n ext day Se came ta Ruskin, and, 'vuS teors
la bis eycs, offcred bis benefactor o sisred
ai brown clotS, çvbich, Se said, had
once been a part ai the robe oi Si.
Francis.
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We naw passed Teli's Plaîte, wbich is a
small nocky siseif, tise spot whiere Tell, tht
Swiss patriot touched, whea hse leapcd iras
the boat ofîthe tyrant Gessler. Abnve il 'as
tht chapel wbich 've 'vent ta set bIten on.
Tise end af Ibis lake trip is at Fluelen, and
Sent tht passengens, wbo hbave preierred tht
boat tisis far, take the fasous St. Gotbard
Raiiway, withi ils seventeen manvellous tun-
nels tisrough seemingiy impassable solid
rocks, emergiuig front their dismal biackness
ia cunny Itaiy. We 'vert mucb tespted ta

go, but, as tht fever svas just thon at its
heigisi, 've reserved the pitasure. About
twa miles frons Fluelen is tht bistonlc towis
ai Altdorf, at on elevation o! i,500 itet,
whiicis 'as thse scene af tht shouting o! tht
appie by Tell. lt bas an immense statue
marking tise spot wviere lie stnod and ai
fountain is huilt on tise position o! tise cbild
wben bis father mode tht itrepid shat.
The legend is la ibis ellecî Gessler, -Vogi
aithe Emperar Albsert o! Hlapsburg, (Austnia)
-n 1307 hadl caused bis bot ta be placed on
o high pole un the market place, sa that nonie
could fait to stt il. AIt wha passed isy 'vert
ordered ta make obeisance ta it as an em-
bIera o! imperial supremacy. Tell, 'vis 'vas
famous for bis skill as an archer, reiused ta
bow ta the abisorred syrrbol, and 'vas coin-
sanded, as o punishment, ta shoot an apple
off bis son's bead an lose bis own. Ht did
so braveiy, but Gessier's sharp cyts dis-
covered a concealed arrow and asked Tell
its use. "lFor your heart, tyrant, bad my
chitd been harmed." For this boldness,
Gessler took hlm pnisoner and was carnving
him, away ta bis castle at Kussnacbî. A
sudden starm arase, and, as nnne but Tell
could steer, ie 'vos reltased but used bis
freedom .0 jump front tht boat ta a rocky
iedge below. Later on he waylaid tht Vogt
un a farrow mountain pass and shot hum, ion
which act be mas proclimed libenator af
Switzerland from. Austrian oppression. A
short distance irons Aidtdorf is o chapel,
built ta mark Tell's bit place. Thougli
tise mnost ofithese Tell Iegends are fn0m cai-
led myths, tise peasants dling ta then 'vitis
great teniacity, as is evidenced by tiseir con-
tinued erections of!chapels and statues It
is conceded that tisere was a Willianq Tell
asong tht patniotic conitdenates, who s'vore

'l to be a nation o! true brotisers,
Neyer ta, part in danger or in dcath.'

But tisey 'vill fat admît that the stirning
and poîbetic incidents connected with bis
Dame bave any more soiid foundation than
tise creations af any poet on naveist.

Leaving tht steamer at Fluclen wharf, 've
ascended ta tht hoti, ta finit tise dining-
noom, monopoiized by a large Gersan sacicîy
a! some kind, wbo wvere eating wvuS tbeir
bats on, singing n oisy sangs, and un Other
ways conducting thesseives boistenously.
Tisey seemed ta have exbausted ail tht ne-
sources aI the place, and 've moe mucis
asused by tht onxious efforts ai our hast
'vho, lîke the Mikado, secmed ta unite evtry
officein bis smail perspiing persan. His
equaily anxious sister 'vas tvidcntly land-
lady, messengen, coak and tabie-maid ail in
ont. -A semblance o! a meal 'vas finoily,
isumnidly piaced belore us 'vbich 've migis:
have enjoyed, bad Dot the jovial Germons
chosen the exact lime ta complete theirs.
Witbout nising, and still surrounding the
table, lisey coaliy lit th tir cigans and puffed
them, leisurely, filig tise noom. black witb
smoke. Escaping ista the pure air 've soon
forgoe ail triffing ans avances in tht prospect
o! thse delîgisîs in store. Mn. C-, tise fathen
o! tht English party, and mysehf secured the
bock seat in a carrnage holding four, wîth a
bood at tise rear for thse baggage and wraps.
Tise front seaus 'ert accuptied bi two very
pleasant ladies from Boston ; tht ret af aur
paxty preitrred walking. A drive long tlobe
nennembecie over tise famous and romantic
Axenstrasse ruoad, wbich extnds fine miles
along tise Lake ai Uni abovc Teills Chapel>
from Gersan andl Bnnnnen, ta Flucleis. It is

almost eDtireiy cut out ai tht solid rock ai
the Axenburg, extending along tht side of
the mountain like a sheif, with occasional
pillars ta support the great weight of rocks
above. If aiso has a sione balustrade svitb
a broad flat copiug, ta prevent careless tour-
ist from falling over the sîeep precipice ista
the mvater beiow. A few years ago this side
of the Bay of Uri was toalhy impassable
except by a very diffcult mountain patb.
Nom il is a deligbtfui excursion either by
carriage or on font, and ailowed by ail travel-
lers 1a bie one af the most picturesque roads
in the world. The views irom this parapet
are magnificent, but that day ours 'vas a lit-
tie cut off, owing to a sliglit beit of baze or
mist in the WVestern horizn.

At a certain point ail left the cartiages ta
take in the varied prospect and throw stones
down ta try and realize the height. They
seem to fait down, down, and take au end-
less limeto reacb thewavter. it makes some
people quite giddy ta lok over, and the
steamer iooked like a nîttshell fioatiog along.

Farther on there is a tunnel cut through
the solid cliffs, a triumph of engineering
skill, 'vith arched openings towordsthe water,
through which lovely views may be enîoyed.
Ernerging froin thi5 tunnel, wbose mass-
grown sides are:kept green by îrickling
streams, 've shorîly camne t0 the entrance ni
the walk ta Tell's Chapel. This 'valt is a
steep descent down naturai rqcky soeis,
through a lovely ravine, known as tht
Hobiegasse (or Hollow Way) in some part af
wlsicb according to Schiller

" once the Austrian fel,
Bencath the shait o! Tell."

Dismissing the carniage, we employed a
strii boy t0 carry ail wraps, and eDjoyed the
scramble dnwn through the shody ravine ta
the chapel, coveting time ta stay and pick
the delicate wild fiowers with wvlich it
ahounded.

The legend mnay be a mylb, but the chapel
is a picturesque reaiity. Ih is unpretentious
wîîh a plain portico and a smail red spire
partîally lost un the tbick toliage. Above,
the door is a representation of Gessler dying
by the hand of Tell, and a short inscription
reiating the occurrence.

Thse original chapel dated as fair back as
thse r5th century, but hccomitig a ruin, iî mas
decided ta nestore il and the nccessary funds
'vere soion raised. The interiar decoration
was given mbt the hands o! the Swiss Society
ai Art, wha exsgaged Earnest Stickleberg, of
Basic, ta do the wotk. After making a zeatous
study of thse history and types of the Forest
Cantons, he painted the four fine frescoes
whicb appeai nat oniy t0 tht commun people
but are much admired by connaisseurs. Thse
altar is very simple acid above il is the Leap
Front the Boat; on the right is the Death af
the Tyrant, on the north mval the Apple
Scene and on tht southera the Oath af tht
Rutîl. There is a portrait ai St. Nicholos
von der Flue, a local saint for whose mrnmory
tht people o! these cantans have a feeling af
reveren ce.

Tht chapel Ilsus restored 'vas dedicated
Jun.t, 1883,with religiaus and civil cenetnonies,
thte magistrale and people of Uri in preseDce
of a large concotsrse o! people lin boats beld
tht first service there. Annually, lthe Friday
aiter Ascension Day, this religiaus service is
repeated and a patrîaîîc sermon preached to
a great mass of people irqxn ail parts of the
Swis.ý Repubiic, wbo gather in boots.

Thert is nat mucis ta sec, but tistre is
somctbing very fascinating about tht tiny
chopel with ils historic associations and sur-
rouneings. Some writer says IlI is not
much, but il is enough. Any more than ibis
'vauld scemn incongruous. and wouid mar the
eftect prodoced upon tht imagination by tht
very simplicity and artlessness o! the place.
Tht quiet wvhich reigns here, ivitis tht huge
mass ofîbhe Rigi looking down upon the
chape], tht lake glittering in tht distance,
tht tait trees ovcrshadowing tht lovely road,
ail tbi,. iorms a scene 'veli calculated ta ins-
press itstif indeiibiy upon tht memory."
Thus mve ieft ibis Iltiny aitar in tise sublimt
cathedral of the mountains" in ils peaceful
solitude, consecrated for ail future ages in
the hearîs of that reverent and patrîoîic peo-
pie. It only nceded tht view o! tht crumb.
ing ruins of tht strong-hold, on a stcep
emmnence in the direction ai Kusnacht, in
whose. dungeons Gessler iaîended ta confint
tht boid mounlaineer, ta campiete as charm-ing a panorama witb their histonit
and ciassic associations, as Ont 'vas even
privilcged ta witncss in one day.

Hamilton.
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Tirne on lis ceaseless round lias brought us Io
the close of another year. it is wel. therefore,
t0 look back and coýsider wliat the year bas
taugbî us, Perhaps ta sorte ai us Lt bas been a
ycar of progrcse, of joy and of great satisfaction ;
possibly tu athers st has been a year of sadness
and of disappointment ; probably t0 the great
mnajority it has been a year in which joy and soi-
roW, pleasure and pain. satisfaction and disap-
pointolent were hlended. Some days thelheavc!ni
ahove us seemed draped with heavy clouds , uther
days were buight and liuauti(lui. Soinerîmes wc
were surroundcd with the misis and slsadows of
sorrow; at other limes we walkcd in sunlight
sheen. As ihis topic is to be discussed at an ex-
perience meeting. each one might àtate (or him-
sel( what the year has broughit, and what lessons
have been suggested t0 him by it. This meeting
might be one of the most profitable we have held
during tie year if each one would briefly scate
some lesson iearned by experience during the past
twelve months.

Whatcvcr may have becîs the year's joys or
sorcows, lis pleasures or Uts pains, its bupes or its
disappoinînsents, ils opportunities embraced, or
opportunities neglcaed, they are gone-gone for-
ever. " Four things corne flot back-the spoken
word, the sped arrow, the p)ast lite, the neglected
opportu nity." Ye shali henceforth returfi no
more.

Now. however, when wc review the past, il is
salle t0 say that though thc expericîsce oftone micm-
ber of the socîety may bc very different flin thait
of another, eacb and ail wili have abuoriant ieason
lor thanktulness. We may base passeri thru.ugh
gri evous trials, we may have met witb sane b.t(er
dtsappoiniments, we may have had sure allcins,
nevertheless these may have taught us sume of the
most valuabie icssonswe have cvcrlramned l'e.haps
we learned some things in the shade that we wv~uld
flot have mastered in the sunlight., wc may have
gained somte blessed experiences in the storm that
we would neverhbave gained haï oucourse been upon
smooth waters; we may have had aur eyes washcd
with tears, but we have since then bmen ena:îtcd
In see saine great truths more cleariy than we ever
saw them belte.

Our more pleasant experiences have not been
passcd through without great and lasting beasefit
ta us. Perhaps, during the past year we have
spent saimehbours whtch were as delightfi to as ai
were the hours spent by Peter, James ansd Jol'n an
the lonot o! Transfiguration. We rcne-veil
covenant vows ; .7e dedicated ourselves afresh tu
our Master's service; wc spent swcet moments-
moments rich in blessing-at a throne of grace, Wr
pondered witbi fond affection somte comforting
truth in Hoiy Writ ; we braccd ourseives up fur
new activities. As we look back now and recail
the loy of these memorabie bours we feel that we
ought to s %y, '« Bîcîs the Lord, 0, my soul ;anîd
ail that is within me bleua His holy Narne."

A backward look will daubtless remind us of
many failurtes. What are ive gaing 10 do about
them naw ? ibait we sit down t0 mope ani sigb?
No ; suaIs canduct wî,il flot retrieve the past errors,
nor heip us for thc future. Some one hall said
that the best thing we can do with our failures is
to make them teach lis suniething A foo.i may
neyer Iearn that lesson, but à asiEe mani certainl)
mvil].

It is said that the battît ciy of an Indiana regi
ment, when tbey went int the fight one day, and
made themseivcs the 'vonder of soldiership, 'vas
the name o! an oid 6ight in M.%exico in which their
brothets ran away. *They burned out the disgrace,
set the smoke of their aid shame abl2zing anci
came home 'vilh theilight burninR cicar and bigb
Thus may our past faillires nerve our arm and in-
spire our heart for grealer confiets in the future.
Truc it is that men may risc on stepping.stancs of
their dead selves ta higber things.

Presbytery of Partage la Prairie held a mecl
lng in Kox -huîc.b. ruttage la rairiz, ùn the 5-1,
uit. The clerk, read a circular from Rev. D. J.
Macdoneli in ieference ta the augmentation fond.
The subject 'vas most earnestly considered and
ever member present pramised ta do bis utmost
to raise the amount 2pportioncd to the conrrega-
tion. Rev. Mir.-Munro calied the attention af the
Presbyter to, the amount oi Sabbath desecratian
on the M. *. 1. W. R. in the malter o! runaing
trains on Sunday. It 'vas agreed to retcr the
matter to thse Synod at its meeting ncxt weck. The
Presbytery rcsolved ta invite Re,. Mri. Meikie ta
carry on evangelistic 'vork 'vithin ils boands.


