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their senses as the States. Courts aré empowered to |

settle wordly disputes,

By clothing the Moderators with power to perform |,

any act during recess, which the Piesbjteries could
perfo== ¥ in Session, immense energy would be in-
fised fisto the work of the Church, while usurpation of
power by the Moderators would be smpossible, lLe-
cause the power would belong to the office, not to the
man who might be ts temjorary occupant.

Every Municipal Council in the country ; every
incorporated company , every society but the Pres-
byterian Church, clothes its presiding officers with
largo powers. Let us Preshytenians be doae with s
bungling with committees, appointing supenntene
dents, etc, etc.; and not allowing any talkative,
ubstinate, discontented member of our vacant
churches to be for the time their suler, and we may
soon reach that high and blessed position for a Chnis-
tlan. Chirch in which every minister has a congrega-
tion, and every congregation has a minister. This s
nearly attained by the Methodist Church, through
clothing her executive with slmost absclute power.
‘Yet is she not frec?  What hzrm has she s.ffered by
it2 1sthere any appearance of the rise of bishops
in'that Church? Putthe powerin the right place, m
the hands of the Moderators of Presbyteries, and our
work will be doae well and vigorously without danger
to the.rights or libesties of the humblest of the great
Presbyterian Church of our wide spreading and loved
Dominion. D. G, A Layman,

Toronto,

CTHE CHURCH AND PROHIBITIONY

MR, EpITOR,~Allow me a word with your corre-
spondent “ Scripture Temperance,” (June 6). I do
‘ot desire to follow him through his argument from
the Bible, although a good deal might be said, e.g.:
‘He quotes the command to Aaron and his sons to

" drink no wine on certain occasions, and makes the
com.nznt, “the restriction here establishes the free:
o.m elsewhere and at other times” I presume,

- therefore, that the resinctions which limit the do-
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.+ - .bave.done tefore him.

mestic establishment of bishops to one wife, estab.
. hishes the freedcm of other men to have as many
wives as they please! If “ Scrpture Temperance”
will take our J.ord’s explanation of the Mosaic legisla-
tion 7¢ divorces, and tusn its ight on the restriction
which he quotes, he may find that the thing * estab-

. lished ? 13 something distinctly difierent from freedom-

——at:jeast in the sense in which he uses the word,
_But this 1s by the way. 1 quite agree with * Scrip-
. sure Temperance,” that some preachers and teachers
are_fir musled by thewr zeal m this matter. Does
;hz'i’t justify him n sneering at all Prohibitionists as
- “modern phansees”? Does it even justify harsh
“treatment of the ernng brethren, whose heads are not
..always cool enough to withstand the burning of their
hedrts within them at sigat and hearing of tha misery
. -and wrong, the shame and sin which are the leaves of

‘Bacchus’ chaplet now-a-days ?

‘But *Scripture Temperance” really sets up a man
-of straw for the fun of knocking him dows, as so many
Let him mix a linle with the
chiefs of ourprohibitionforcesand--unless such news of
battle as penetrates to this corner of the world deceives
.me—he will find that the movement 1s properly de-
_scribed. rather-as a politico-social than as a religious
"one. The best men among our Prohibitiomists say

.. wimply thas the drink traffic is 2 nuisance and a curse,

and that the greatest good of the greatest-number de-
-niands its suppression.  Only that and nothing more.
- . The.pldtform is exceedingly simple, but 1t is broad

~-enough'toafford standing soom for all the Presby-

teriés and: Synods of the, Lhurch, and | think -asso-
that it is.too broad to be easily overturned.
Up-in-the- Waeods, June, 1888. N.T.C.
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FORMS AND FORMALISM.

‘MR. Eprror,—There is 3 letter from “ Observator °
in your-issue of May 30, which déserves attention.
‘The points he mentions are all iniportant § but the
Jhroad:fact thrown into: sehef by the stating of these

" . points—the fact that a tendency to -make .prirciple:

-

-wait upon expediency .o spicasing widdiy-throughout
‘the Church —is one of the gravest woncern. No tor-

" -malism could.be-worse. ¢ Observator ” may not:be

"

-quite fogicalin instituting 3 parallel betwéen human.
«.sacicties and the ‘Church of God :-but surely it is time -

Afind men who are'loyal to the. Master, impressed with |
the-ideathat thes€:societies-aic muie ivyal to-their
-principles than'the Chirck ™5 tg hers, NG

Uip'dn the Wood:, June, 1553

» .

t0 sipdown and .do some serdus thinkmg, when we-}.

Pastor and ‘E}Esecpie.

1 pence up to shithgs—lourieen ahillii{és and ning,

Foi Tux Canava P_a_u:vml.mf
A HARVEST HOMILY.
DY ‘RRYV, JUUN DOUNDAR.

As ripenitg grain moved by the passing wind
Presents Lbus & wave-offering to the Lord,

Sa tipening ealnts, moved both in beart and mind
Offer to the Lord according to His woud,

As the grain tipens, then becomes mure clear
SVhat 1s the wacat and what i3 only iares,

So. tipening Chalstiaas mure and more appear
Ualike the man wiio unly Christ’s name bears.

A grain grows ripe so it docs 1t colour change
From gteen of eagin, to more itke heaven above,

So deth the tipening Christian, nor *s strange,
\Whitea and brighten for the blest bame (3' tove,

As upening geaio, when full, tuns down the ear,
Bending and bowing with its precious load,

So Christisns, as'they grow in grace, appear
More meek and lowly iike the Son of God,

As dpening grain loses 1ta hiold of canh,
And {s matured from fuflucaces above,

So bonds that bing saints to thelr place:of birth
Arc transferred to the land of light hnd love.

As qraln, hen rpe, Is haivested with care,
‘The promised income ol the farmer’s toils,

So, precious in his God's sight his gaints’ Ceaths are,
Tunumphant trophies of Cheist’s promised spotis,

The grain thus gathered s, thereafter, freed
From aught besides, and In the garner stored,
So, while tha chaff the quenchless lames shall fed,
The saints shall be forever with the Lord.

A WORKING MAN'S TIN BOX.

occurred the other day.
I was visiting n poor ntan who was also sick. He
has a wife and several children: and owing to the

two, have been most irregular. After speaking of
their temporal affairs, and promising to do something
for them, 1 led the conversation into more spiritual
matters, a request made by the man for baptism
emabling me quite vatural'y to doso. It elicited 2
most affecting story.

The man told me bow, more than a year ago, he
felt a strong desire, which becams a kind of inward
demand upon him, to do something for Christ. He
set himself to try and find out what he was to do, He
read the New Testament twice over, but could not
feel a distinct call to any speciftl duty. Then he read
the Old Testament three times, with- the light, as he
himself expressed it, cast on it by Jesus Cbrist ; and
the third time he was arfested at Malzchi dii. 8¢
“1Vill a man rob God? Yet yc have robbed me.
But ve say, Wherein have we robbed thee? Intithes
and cfferings.” He was specially arrested by the
pramise in the teath verse, and the condition attached
toit: “Bring yeall the tithes into the storehouse

« « « and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord
of hosts, if 1 will not open you the windows of heaven,
and pour you out a blessing.”

Here he feit was the call of duty clear at last. Poor
man though he was, he had kept back what was due

Jacob proposes to give atenth to God,if Jehovah
will give him food ta eat-and raiment-to -put on, and
will bring him again to his father’s house 1 peace.
was his own proposal~~he will-accept -what I, a poor
He boughi.a hutle “un box,” and week by.week-be
iess, but always something ; -and-he testifics that any
week following to be * pulled-up ” by. Fis-conscience,
-often off work, and ceceving.no regular-pay:; bot

-even “‘out of his povesty “<bie found some ** mute ** for
-the Lord’s boxz.

4 tntié.ua: box, Lifound-~1n ati Kinds of coms: from halk. -

One of the most touching incidents in my ministry-

state of his health his wages, during the last year ar

to God; and therefore he could no claym the blessing.
It sent him, he said, back to Jacob’s dream, in-which -

And he reasoned—not-bad reasoning enther—*1f God’
accepted what Jacob propased to-give—for the teath

may be ableto lay by from week to week”” NCE, Y 3 NG rank rathering
mam, may Y N i. - ' regarding a .man for what he has, rather than for what
put into it what he could, snmetumes more, sometimes

Sawrday -evening it was onutted, he was sure the-

and to get no sest till he had given the Lord his pof- .
“won,  kic bad muchuliness dunng the year,-and was’ 4

W.th tears sn his'eyes be took. out.the box—which, .
-of cotifse, had never-been-opened—and begged me to
-1ake 11, and apply 1ts coptents to Chnst’s Causo.in apy.”
~way 1 ciose, When:l got home and broke open the-

.pence halipenny ! _
That was what a poer tman had been able to gire 3
out of bis.poverty-tothe Lord! 1 shonld mentigy §
that ho usked ma to'make any use I liked of the ng. &
dent, provided 1 would never mention his name;:g
for he said very truly, * It would take the bloom of §
the whole thing.” e felt Iy to be his duty to telime, §
for be wisha1 me {0 apply his * givings * to some pur.
pose ; and he thought that parhaps the story of whay I
“ he had been dble to do might lead other workingme, B
tn “go and do tikewise” He spoke most earnciy
ahout this. He sald truly that if every working may 28
were to set aside a portion of his wages in that wap~ '@
asd, of cnurse, those who receive regular wages wuld' 38
10 it much more casily than he  ihe cause of Cong: N
would never be in want, and the spread of the Gospey ‘i
would go on apace. Fie also said he felt it was (be 2B
most practical way in which a working-man, ur any ' J§
man, could test hiy love to Christ, and that hus o 38
had always made the sacrifice of a portion of by -3
carniogs o delight. . ¥
Will working-men.bear this appeal from une o 3
themselves? It may weil come home to all of us BB
When we see what & poor man can do for Christ og R
of his poverty, we may ‘well take shame to oursecives
when we think how small have been pur sacunce; g8
for the Master. I trust that many who may read thy 38
incident will feel their‘hearts touched by whar ae ‘%
himself desired me to call “the story of ‘a- working. . K2
man's tin box —Free Church Monihly. 5

MY LAMP, )

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet,” said the ‘38
Psalmist of old. You.want your lamp to burn as ‘J8
brightly ss possible. You trim'the wick, you wash, ‘38
_dry and polish the glass chimney; you keep e |38
shade clean. Let the dust gather and the smoke 3
make'its sooty deposit, and the wick become cnsp /f
and hard and black, and thelight upon the open cage -8
is flickering and weak, The lamp is your friend, bu 38
you must take good care of it. It will treat youas ‘$N
you treat it. The figure may be homely, butitss wue, 8
What the Bible brings to you will dependin iarge : JiB
measure upon what you bring toit. You may have :ji}
a crumb, or a loaf, or a granary full to bursting, just 38
as you choose. There is gold on its surface, there are *Ji&
jewels in its mines, there are royal pearlsin isdepins. ‘38
.All are not equally equipped for its study ; but every, -3
one of us cando his utmost in its patient loving "JE
study, and no labours. will bring a surer or a richer '}
reward.—Lt. Behrends, %

WORLDLINESS.,

Most people, in, thinking of worldliness, emphasue :
the manner of life in the world. The Bible puts the
emphasts on the world in the heart, When the by
loved disciple says  If any man love the world, the ¢
love of the Father is not in him,” he means the 3
world of inordinate and selfish desire, It .has its ‘HR
essence fct 1 the object; butin the affectioh, The
forbidden world .is not. nawre,.nor E’éople, nor buy. 3
-pess, nor honour, nor any other earthly thing; but »t .
is the spirit with which we regard- these things. Itis:
.not the flesh, nor the eye, uor the life’; -but *“ the 1oa
of ‘the.flesh,” and *the lust of the cye,” and “iee:
pride of life.® These arc not of the Father, but are
of the world.

The. prohibition realm-is marked by these things
(1.) “ The lust of the flesh "—the gratifiaction of the:
lower, -to the neglect of higher nature, -(2.) “* The
-lust'of the eyes " —a regard for the seen, the abtrusire.
«surrounding-present, to the neglect'of the unsecn and.
the eternal—(3.) * The pride of life *—3 reference to
‘the opinidns of men, rather than.to the mind of God,a
measuring of life by its. accidents rdthier than by . .8
.essence, by wealth and rank ratherthan by charact

=

-be-is. These things inake upthe forbidden -world
.And worldiness is'thé surrenderof the heart'to the
rule of this great.trinity. of evil power. ‘

Are mythoughts then,;concenteredupon the sensual,
-0t the transient, or- the factiticis? Do I think most
-of dress, furniture,. dispiay, position, wealtli-and ea-
oyment! ~ls my ife a struggie for these things? Is
-1t -filled -#ith Strifes, envies and -heart-burniogs, ve
“cause I-ean’t- get'them in the measure of my acquam: ;
.tances ?  And, while: lusting-after worldly: things, do.

1 forget my soul,.my. sanctuary, my Saviour and mny
.$alvation? ‘Then.l am worldly. In name . fmay be
bristian,.but in the hfe'aad power.1am a stranger
o God and thia voice of His grace, -And on'my.beast
scomes dowa with solemn emphasis ‘the. ‘weigbiy
sinterdict of ‘Scriptire; ¥ Love not-the world, veuna

-the things thatdre in-the world.*—Aid~ Continent.




