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.THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY ABOVE.

Io Paul’s epistle to the Hebrews, xli. 23, we bave
these words : ** To the General Assembly,” ete, No
matter to whom it refers, whethzr to the *“ whole host
of angels,” or to the pattlarchs, ptiests and prophets,
as the first-bora into the kiogdom of Christ in grace
and then in glory, it suffizeth to know that it will bea
heavenly assembly—“ when all of the ransomed
Church of God will be saved to sin no rore.”

As I returned from toe Assembly at Vicksburg, I
had 3. ae reflections like unto the following : What
commendable seal do the communities where the As-
sembly meets from jear to year, manifest in entertain-
{ng the body of representative men, who form this
bighest court of anr Church, by well-spread tables,
comfortable couches, instructive aud diverting excur.
slons, etc. But in the Assembly above, this will not
be needed ; for all will then freely feast on the fruit
of the tres of life, drink of the s5ver of life, which flows
from the throne of God, bask on its beautiful borders,
and walk and talk with the whita-robed ones who have
washed their garments in the blood of the Lamb.

There the pleasures of communion will be endless.
There will be the rest of recreatlor and the * rapture
of repose.” None there will seek the honour of being
the worthy moderator of such an august carthly As-
gembly as yearly mests, but tho Great Head of the
Church will preside—He who has the right as the
Grand Master ofjall assemblies, There will be no
points of order, no * laying on the table” “ postpone-
ment,” ‘“recommitting,” * docketing,” “calling the
question,” or “motion to adjourn ;¥ for all of the
grest business matters appertaining to Chrise® - glori-
ous kingdom wilt have been felicitously Sxed. Taere
will be no calling for the “yeas” and “nays " for there
will bo a holy unanimity of judgment,

There will be no protracted debate as to the neces.
sity of an assistant-secretary of Homeor Foreign Mis.
sions, for there will be “ no sea ” to traverse, in order
to carry Christ and Hig cross to perishing heathen—
Carey and Judson, Duff and Wilson, Elliot and Mor-
rison, and a1 others who were faithful, and will be
faithful unto death, will be at the glorious * Harvest
Home,” and thelr sheaves with them,

There will then be no native Greek or Jew from his
own loved land, or returned missionary from the
1and cf Sinim, or the land of the Rising Sun, or the
Isles of the Sea, to stimulate the greater efforts in oc-
cupying the field which the greatest of all mission-
aries declared to be * the world.”

There will be no tedlotis “trial cases” coming up
by appeal or complaint, to interrupt other businsass
and to sadden the soul, and the great Judge of all the
earth will sctile them at the great day of final assizes,
when the throns ix set, and the bocks arsopened.

And lastly, the Assembly on kigh will be composed
of mele and female. Thegodly women (ang oh, how
meny there will be) of al! ages and nations will be
there, and the children will all have gathered home,
and fraternal relations will be established forever,and
organic union of all God’s children of every name will
bs eternally consummated. For they will come from
the east, and from the west, and from the north, and
from the south, and they will sit down, a Sacramental
host, with Abrsham and Isaac, and ]xcob, to be for-
ever with the Lord.

God-speed the day when there will be but one
General Assembly, and that one the one never to ag-

jour—CAristiass Observer.

WE SHALL GET HOME.

Wae shall get home ; for oh, if we do not, what ala.
meat thero will be in heaven! Thick of that, 1f the
children clo not come home, what mourning will be
heard in the mansions above | Neither God nor good
men could see the divine family broken and yet be
bappy. Every angelin heaven would feel a disap-
pointment if one child of Ged was absent at the read-
iog of the muster roll. IMd they not rejoiee over each
sinner repenting 2 Their sympathetic joy was prema-
ture In our case if we pesish by the way.  But angels
sre not doomed to see their hopes frastrated, neithee
will the great Father find that He Himself was glad
too soon. Ieaven wn. d be a desolste place if at its
banquet some David's seat was crpty ! We cannot
eadure to imagine some member of the sacred family

missing, lost forever, cast {cto hell ] It soust notbe,
for in the land of absolute pesfection tbero is

' No mlisiog hefr 3 no harp that lies unstruog,

No vacant place those hallowed walls among,

We shall get home, for the great Father Himself will
never rest until we do ; and He that bought us with His
precious blood will never be satisfied till all His re-
deemed shall stand around Him girt in thelr snow-
white robes. If we had been on a pilgrimage with
our familles, and had reached home ourselves and
then missed a dear child, what a stir there would bal
I appeal to every father's heart ; would you not tramp
back every step of the road to seek your siray lamb?
You would cry everywhera : “ Saw yo him whom my
soul loveth 2" Well can I imagine ourgood Shepherd
usipg the same words concerning any one of us if we
did not get home, and atking everywhere : * Saw yo
bim whom my soul loveth?” He would not rest
until He had fourd His chosen, His heart’s delight.
Did He rest the first time until He brought us home on
His shoulders rejnicing? Would He rest a second
time until He had tolded us in Glory? No ; He can
never have full joy in His heart until all His ransomed
are in the place whers the rozay mansions be. “ We
shall gethome?

Dear friends, we shall get home, I am sure weshall ;
and what a joy it will b2! Thiok of tha bliss of ses-
ing our Father, our home, onr Saviour, and zll those
who are dear to us for Jesus’sake. A veaerablesister
who saw me very busy the other day remarked that
we shall have plenty of time to talk to esch other in
cternity. I do not quite see how there.can be time
when time shall be no more, but no doubt there wiil
be a space and opportuaity for the fullest communion
with each other, and for much fellowship of united
dclight in the adorable person of our blessed Lord. I
anticipate much felicity from fc)lowship with perfect
saints above, since I have had so nruch pleasurs in
the soclety of imperfect saints below, Many have
gone home from us of late, and we are all_getting
older ; but let us not regret the fact, since thgthome
above is brlng filled, and a perfect soclety is being
formed which will last forever.—C. H. Spurgeon.

LEAVE IT WITH HIM.

Yee, leave it with Him,
The lilies all do,
And they gtow,
They grow in the rain,
Aund they grow in the dew—
Yes, they gro
Thbey grow in the dukncss, all hid in the oight ;
They grow in the supshine, tevealed by thc%lg
Still they grow.

They ask not your plantirg,
They necd not yonr care,
As they grow,
Dropped dowp inthe valley,
The field, anywhere—
Taere they grow.
They grow in their beauty, arrayed in pure white,
They grow clothed ia glory, by heaven's own light 3
Sweetly grow.

The grasses ate clothed
Auogd the ravens are fed
From His store 3
But you who zre loved,
And guarded and led,
How mx.ch more
Will he clothe yoa and fezd you, and give vou His care 1
Then leave it with Him, He hus crerywhere
Ample store.

Yes, leave it with Him;
'Tis mote dear to His heart,
You will know,
Than the lilics that bloom,
Or the flowers that start
'Neath the snow,
Whatever you need, if you ask it in prager,
You can leave it with Him, for you are His care—
Yoa, you kvow.

CONVERSATION.

In conversation, as in any other accomplishment,

if one wishes to excel, it is necossary to keep in prac-
tice ; but there are persons with whom it is so em-
phatxmlly the “ ruling passion,” that they * practice
at all times and in all places. It is pearly impossible
to attend a concesrt without being annoyed during the
exccution of some of the finest parts by the buzing
tongues of thess amateur conversationalists, Even
at parties and church sociables ono is frequently sub-
jacted to the same disturbances, and it is no less an-
noying to the performers than to those who are trylug
to listen ; and often it is equally nnp!&sant tothoons

to whom the conversatlon is addressed. Some one
has said that *]t 1s & sacret known but to few, yet of
no small use in the conduct of life, that when you fall
{nto conversation with a man, the Gest thing you cone
sider Is whethier ho wishes to hear you, or that you
should hear him.”

Narrow minded and concaited persons are seldom
plezsant companions in conversation. Michael Aa.
gelo once wrote under a student's drawing, the word
“ Amplus"—wlder —and he who wishes to become a
genaine conversationalist must be constantly widen-
ing himself in heart and mind, Not only is neces.
sary for him to have i falr knowledge of current litera-
ture and the leading cvents of the day, but he must
have also thoughtsand opinlons, and that honesty that
enables one to be at all times truo to ones own con-
victions. Above al, ho must cultivate that kindly
toierance and that wide sympathy with humanity that
make one gentle and respectful toward the lawllest,
¢ Bear this truth always in your mind,” says Chester.
field, “ that you may be admired for your wit, if you
have any, but that nothing but your good sense and
good qualitles can make you beloved. ”—C&mﬂan at
Werk.

{T IS YOUR TONGUE.

It Is your tongue ; it belongs to you, and is theonly
one for which you are responsible, Your neighbours’
tongues may need care also, but that is their busi.
ness ; this {s yours. Ses that it is properly attsnded
to. Watch your tongue. It needs watching, * It is
an unruly evi} "—~watch it. It “is a fire "—watch it
It is a bhelm which guides the vessel ; let thoe helms.
man kezp wide awake,

It can bless orit can curse; it can poison or heal ;
it can pierce hearts or bllght hopes ; it can sow dus-
cord and separato chief friecnds. Watch that tongue |

No one but you can take care of that tongue. You
are its only ruler.  Your npeighbours may hate it, or
fear it, or wish that they could bridle it, butthey can-
not doit. You have the power—watch that tongue.

‘That tongue has already got you inta trouble; it
may do it again, It is “sct on fire of hell,”” Itburns
up peace, blesalng, reputation zud hope. It causes
sad days, weary nights, aarful eyes, and heavy hearts,
“ For be that will love life and see good days, let him
pefeain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they
speak no guile.” Watch that tongue,

It is the glory of man. It distingyishes him from
brutes. It was bought with blood by the Son of God,
He claims it as His, It should speak #Hlis praise ;
mizemployed, it may degrade yourself and those
around you, Youare charged to attend to it. Watch
that tongus, ‘The Lord wat hes thut tongue, ¥ There
is not & word in my tongue, but lo, O Lord, thou
knowest it altogether.” For every idle word we must
give account in the day of judgment, What will be.
the record of that tongue than ?  Watch that tongue,
—Waltch-T ower.

A4 FRIEND IN HEAVEN.

Few mercies call for more thankfulness than a friend
safe 1n heaven ; a friend who bore the image of the
First born 50 plainly, that you doubt not he has joined
the Church of the First-bora in heaven ; a friend who
fought so good a fight, aud kept the faith so well, that
you now can see him wear the crown of glory, It is
not every one that overcopieth, Some ran well, but
have been hindered, and when you think how uphill
is the read, and how many are tiue adversaries ; how
beavy, too, the encumbering weights ; they are well
off who have reached the goal. Soms worldly men
are thankfal—and zightly thaokful—if their {riends
have gone down with stainless names to honoured
graves. Bat this is poor cause for gratitude cempared
with yours, who have had friends that went up 4ith
whaite robes to immoztal crowns, Yeu yourselves
haves sometimes been thankful when, after days of
cager walting, and nights when the rioting tempest
kept yon anxiously wakeful, tho telegraph announced
the vessel hame which conveyed your brother or your
zon. And afloat ip this world’s waters—embasked in
that profession of which 50 many nowmake shipwreck
—often bayond your eye~-pethaps beyond your influ.
ence—with all the cress currents of interest and pas-
sion to contend with—with the great gulf-stream of
worldiy-mlndcdnes: beadng in on them, and winds of
fercs temptation—the power of tho air assailing ; the
best moment—for the momant. which should super-
zcds many vexing thoughts, as it answers maoy




