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niorni l Septeshber, x689. Hero site.- d[iodglng
the enemy frota bis fortifications, and plading tht
white banner af tho Waidenses on their revered
temple, these herots entered ta retura their tbankS.
Flndlog the aid church to stiii ta hold the worship.
pets, tht>' adjourned te one of the slopes of tht moun -
tain which bore the narne above. and there, tram a
door piaccd on two rocks as a pulpit, a ircusing scu-
mon wus pm'ached, and sffli more rousti,~ hymns
Sung, such as that beginnig:
"1Gloire au Dieu d' 1ou, gloire au Dieu de nos perla 1
V' Arche de I' alliance est entaée aux saints lieux t
APrês un 1ong exile, ces vas&tesactuldrca,
Ces bois, ces mont»gnes si chersa,
Ont revus leurs enfants qui furent nos aieux 1 "cetc.
At the dlose ci the service the band anlttd In alcovarnant cf mutual fidelit>' with uplflfed bands. of
whicb tht opening paragraph gives an idea : «"God b>'
lt Divine giace havlng happi>' led us back lot tht

herîtage ci our forcfathers, thora ta re*establish the
pure service cf aur bol>' religion, b>' the completion ci
the enterprise which the great Goti cf aimles bas
hithto conducteti In Our favour; WC the pastors, cap.
tains andi other ciacers, swear before God, and at the
peri of our seuls, ta observe union andi arderanongit
us, neyer wliMnSly ta sepatale nov disunite while Goti
sali grant Ille ta us; nor vi tiehough ve should be
se nulserable as ta be reduced ta thrce or tour ; neyer
ta pasla>' or treat with aur enemies af France or Vi'en.
mont, withaut the participation of aur whole cour
cf war," etc. Wall might their poet sa>'

Vaudois, par ces serments le ciel bénit nos pèresi1
Et dans ces lieux sucor est pai a nous Unir ;
Ecrions.nous aussi, 'oignant cos mains de ficies.
Aux autels de mon hieu je yeux vivat et mourir 1'
It 13 ai llobbio that the ascent af the

COL DE LA CROIX
begins b>' which yen pass iat France. Tht path ta
by tht sida of the Pellico which 'Lnaw but a siender
Stream. Four houre' cllmbing bring yen ta tht
Bergeris de Pra, a smull inn la a hoilcw, where grow
potatats azd' grass; andi la tva bouts maie you are
on tht sunumit cf the Cal (7,611 feet> iîom which yeu
have a grand view af tht pyramidt cf Monte Visa,
dipe:cing the dark ahr as with a wedge.11 This defite
bas tradutional honour of being that whi ch H-annibal
crossed tht Alps into [tai>', andi Jullus Cxsar lato Gaui.
On the vra> you pass Fort Mlzabouc, nov dLsmantled,
cear tht ruina of which once took place a terrible
canflict between the Vaudois andi thehr oppressais.

fitwas b>' Ibis pass, elso that good Felix Neff crossed
ln 1823 atid In 1829 fram Val Qucyres and Val
Fresuliere, hi, French pari2hes, ta arouse the Wal.
denses from the spiritual lethargy into whhch both
pastors and people bad fallen, though they continuaid
to halti the faima cf saund words. At his preaching,
happl>, iresh leaves began ta dlothe the aid stock.

We are novr near tht source el the Pellice where
(t steals daim from tht Ice la a silver thread.

"Aftw stepsmoay' hnn us tatht spot
WVhere, hapjl>', czownUdwith flawrets and green herds
The mounanln-infint to the sun cornes forts,
Like human ficife ra daxkness.

The sights ai this day cffered b>' nature, maire 'lm-
pressions which scarcely ever sem ta grow dira.
Tht>' live oLin l the mind, " A vision ai unfarh.ng
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VACANT CHARGES.

MR. EniToit,-A gooidal bas been said about
the iength cf tinue that ta nuany of aur coeugregations
are vacant. Some suppose tisai ibis indicates a lack
of ministera ta suppi>' tht dornand. But thetL ai 

* tisai I viii bc found tirai ihese vacancies have been
supplieti with hall a dozen or more aof.ivallable tain.

S IstonsI andi yet they areas far ai the Iast as at tht
fitla n =oi cases, cf being ready ta caIl. Inquiry as
ta the cause cf this condition cf thinga vill, In four
out oi every five cases, revea! tht sorrowful fact tisai
the people andi office-bearers are spUit op Into factions
ai etait>' ont vith anothez, andi so bitter are their
animosities that tht>' will nat Pci togeiher cither for
the callitig cf a rninister or for any purpose whataver.
Their previaus mnister lias, it ma>' beo, left îhem In a
state cf confusion anti alienation cf feeling that (s a
scandai aJlke to:the miaistry andi ta tht Church. The
resuit [s that mran>' of the ordinar>' congregation do
neot attend cburch regulail>', If ai ail ; that the con-
gregatian Is redaced sometimes ta Uitie more than
ont hall cf Its reportai! mnemberahip, anti tirai those
who do attend are not (n a fit stateocf spirit ta give a

fait hearing ta the inister sent ta Supp>' tht pulpit,
but alla w hinm ta conte and go as a pioitless Shadov.

Great wrong la thus dont ta probationeu,. Thehr
labour lu vain, their spirits hurt b>' positive neglect on
the part cf eiders anti people. Tht>' (col as Il they
lucro beating tht alr-that there la litile or no recep-
tivît>' on tht part cf tht people for tht truth which
tht>' preach, anti littie or nu regard palti ta their be-
iag sent as candidates for tht vacant charge. Sup.
poe one acalous eider or manager thinles that a min-
Ister whanr the congregation bas board Iwo or the
times viaulti bc sultable for the charge andi wlth unt
cr twa wha agret wlt hilm, gocs round with a 11st, as
tht manner ha la tht country, ta ascertain what cach
wMi subscrlbe for the stipenti, ho fintis bis avm pari>'
willing fa do their part, but tht ather part>' eîther
oppose, or vill da nothlng anti the projeci falis ta tht
grounti. Thetresuit fi that a spirit of deapandency
fails upon the church, lis young people scatter (uta
other churches or negleci ordinances altogether, and
a dead Indifierence taire: possession ci thase wha stlit
dlIng ta the congregation. In auch circumitances
tbî're wW be a protracted vacancy. If at lait the
friîhfu few b>' a great effait succetinf caliing a min.
lit%:, ho, poor mai, finds ta hls sorrow that bc has
neot %,mo ta a bed of roses unioni it bc tisai tht flow.
cri antd fragrance are gante and the Sharp therns alone
Mtmain.

Ptesbyterles are large>' ta blame for this state of
thingi. Tht>' ofiea know that ministers b>' fadiscre-
tiens, batil temper, anti nialMhulness ta dtiny, are tht
main cause cf strlfc la congregations andi yet tht>'
allow the civil i ork ta go an ta resignaiola noaces-
sar>' and thon tht>' Ignore the distracteti state of the
congregatton and senti tht faitless nuinister awa>'
with a flamlng preshytenlal certificate of falthflness,
zeal, emtnence as a scholar andi preacher, thai simple
folkts wonder why both people and Preabyten>' wexe
villlng te part wlth te dti:tlngulshed a brother.

Ail this, bati as i fs, atighi bc oveilookti titi tht
Preibyten' aven thoni taire cogizance of tht divideti
andi dustracteti statt of tht vacant charge; but no, it
a teoit ta ferment lit chronic acldity, ta the permnan-
ent injun>' ai religion anti cf tt Pnesbyterian Chuicb.
Tht Presbytery wauld oui>' bc dolng lIs dut>' did (t
appoint a sotemn fast In sncb congregations anti cail
(ta members ta humiliation anti repentance; anti b>'
the Iaithful pteaching of tht Word exorcise tht spirit
of civil thai hati founti a home aroongst thora. There
mlghi thtn be smc hope ihat probatloaers sent te
thema woulti bc receiveti anti treateti as servants af
Christ anti thai, la due time, some ont wou.ld bc caileti
ta assume tht permuanent office cf mînister.

it ma>' be truc thai ire have flot a sufficient nunu.
ber cf ministers ai prescrit ta suppl>' Our mission sta.
tiens anti vacant charges ; sil, hi Is also tint, tha car
vacant charges bave hati abondance of able preachers
sent thenu, anti yet tht>' are vacant, and, like tht horst
Ieech, their cry hs for more. The Presbyttrles la sncb
cases shoulti cal! for anti demanti a reason far Ibis
apathy; and, Il founti ncessar>', us theàir dcplina>'
pocr cf admonition anti rebuke. If this wexe dor~t
long vacancies waulti bc tht exception anti nat, as at
present, the mile. Thene la na need oi nov regula.
tions, Presbyterles have ample powers lu the promises
if tht' %voulti on!> use thora. OBSERVER.
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LA WYRRS INV CHURCH' COURTS.

MR. EDiTOR-I was pleauddta roand yeur edutorial
on tht admission cf law agents ta Churcb courts. 1
thinir ai lUi entiarse your judgmenî that sncb a
pracice ha not sale. 1 can easily coaciel bohy alegal practitioner coulti hamboozle a session cf un.
sopblsticatod but pions mmn Thcngh there (s fia ex-
press statemnenin aour prmsni Rules forbhiding the
admission cf sucb, I thlnk with you it is implie in the
definition of tht j5in1iuai Court anti Order cf Pro.
ceduro In the rulesof the late C P. Church istht
fallowlng : IlNo law agents or ativisers are alloveti
eithet la sessions or other courts cf tht Church ; but,
as n>' parties ma>' be igut)=nt cf the faimes of judi.
cha pnccedure,iî (is incombent oa sessions anti Presby.
tories ta explain thtse fui!>' anti distinct>' ta theaiP etc.
ln Moncricfi's Chnrch Practice, the followlng occurs:.
IlNe) law agent or legal advLser is alaveti admission
as sncb ta a meeting of Soiion, in paricular cases a
persan mlgbi, e.g'., bo permhtteti ta sit basidet an ac.
custi party as a fiend, but fnit ta taire an>' op=a part
in the prôcédure, uiess authorizeti by tht' session ta

act for the accused on ver>' speclal grounds. 1 pre-
sume what applies t0 the Prima>' Court ahould cet.
taini>' applyIo ta he Superior. 1 hope tht next
edition of ont Bock of Rides and Procedutre tua> bc
more explicit on ihis and other questions.

Fit. rît, îz34. j USTITIA.

EXPENS1iS 0F DELEGA7',S To c.UWRJIH
COURTS.

bit. EDiToR,-WVii you favour congregations wI:h
Information on thoir duty as ta paylog the expenses
of their minister as wcli as represcentative aider tn
I>resbytery and Synod? 1 amn not aware that tht>'
ever dispute their obligation ta defta>' the expenses
of their aider, but somne have the Impression that they
bave nothing ta do with those ai .theïr Infuser.
WL>' the Invidlous distinction It nia> bc difficuit ta
explain, but so lt fi. 1 bave been accustonxcd ta hold
and ttach that all iuch necessar>' expenditure should
bc pald oui ci the ordinar>' revenue of the congtega.
tien. Thoso who icside ai tht scat et Prcsbytery
incur noa travelling expenses in attending tht court,
but lt ls ver>' different with those who are in rural
diutricts tr away, wiih altt a scanty support. if
they must draw upon Itm inder ta represent their con-
gregation In the Churcli court, s a itan> wonder that
the attendance In out Prehyterits la altt amall, and
a few about the clicy or centre have ta do the business
In which ail should take a part t WVill you state for
information what Is thetiaw, writt or umwrtttn?
What là right?EQT.
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. SpuRcECrNi though nlot a Presbyterian, bas a
keen appreciatuon afi ts varions excellencies. Speak-
ing of thetI Westmitnster Confession" ho says that as
an e.,hibition of scrip.ural truth It "h as neyer been ex.
.celled!' He adds ;-With its seriousness and purit>'
the doctrine af aur forefathers 3tW leavens religious
soclet>', and we are great>' mistaken if there be flot
ere long a sickening cf men's minds af the modem
sîilabubs, and a return ta the substantial meat ai the
goad aid ures. Thank God for Scotland; thepiague
ai doubt là; âot yet sa current anuong htr churches as
fi s south cf the Tweed. The land of Knox yet

holds ta the aid faith. God grant that caterpîllars
whlch are bcglnning ta cat Scotland's kail mai' not
be multiplied tII tht>' eat up every green thlnig.

NIHILIS31 having ben comparativel>' quiet for a
time, Is now ln a state cf great activit>'. Thetreal
proportions and force of Ihis mysterlous and dend>'
organization cannot weil bc ascertained. Official su-
pervision cf telegramas prevents the real state cf af.
faim, belng known outside bureaucratic dirclesiand the
Nihilists ihemselves, with their syrnpathirers, natur.
ailly wlsh ta deepen the impression the mysteilous and
terrible modes thcy emplay are sure ta produce la
the popular mInd. This modem political cerrorisma
bas succecded in keeping the Inuperial fanuil>' and the
ruling dlass la a State cf constant danger and ah, .
The latesi Nnimistic sensation is the reported attempt
,ca poison the meznbers of the Imperial houehold b>'
nxixing the bread wlth strychnine. This attempt, si
really made, Is execrblr. No cause advanced b>'
sucli means can ever- prasper. Liberty establilhed b>'
assasslnztian and troachery can neither be healthy
nor genuifle.

TuE charitable and corrective institutions ai New
York State ame managed b>' a board nppointed by the
Grivernineni. Their last report contains many inter.
esting statlstics frorn whlch the followlng are taken.
At the end cf last Septeinher, acccrding ta the ap-
praisement oi the m-ungers of the varions institutions,
the total value cf propertyheld for charitable purposes
In the State cf New York, iras $43,303,47&85, of which
?.bout tirty-ffve and ihe-quatters millions vas reai
and saven and a hall millions personal estate Their
recelpts for the year whlch ended at that date were
$1,772,262.39, andi their expenditures $9,983,037.5.
0f the recelpts, $710.753.98 came from the Stite, $4,.
5S3,729 13 from cGUnties, cities, andi towns, and Si,.
664,997 58 from prvate donations. The total numnber
of cîphan asylums andi homes for the friendiess in the
Statc Is z84, and the whole nwnber of their inmniates
turing the ycar wus 42,643, as agaixist 46,935 last year.
On the first of October, 1883. the number under îcarc
wuS 26.338, or about fifteen handred mare than at the
correspondlng date of Y882. TheY cOmPrisesl 1,1
azed mem, 4,098 raged wonien, 10,955 boys, and, 9570o
eurl.


