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'l'li annual meeting cf then bove Society' ias iield
fin the ulolege, ou %Wedncsday, a3th inst., tii. Vi ce.

l'r~.dnt ?.r.Farqîîlîarson, in the. chair. AMer de.
Vo.tiolil excrcises the reports of Nomîe ci the mission-
.îrics cngaigcd i iiimission work durîing the suinmrer
tîcre rend and rccîved. hIr. James maild an inicrest-
i.ig and encour.îging repoîrt frein W.iub.isiine. These
lields hiving becu descnibed in TitE lIESIII-TERIAN
l.tst ycar an>' description is new ianneccstry. Mir.
1ahn G;ibson, B.A., îrescnted lais report iroin hani-
teîîlin, south side; hlr. Angu-, Robertson, irons Mlani.
toulin, north side ; Mr. G. Il. Grcîg, front Ratrine and
Eaiîsdalc, and MIr. john Jamieson, front ''rry Sound.
*1 lie reniaining reports were left over tLUI the next
îegular meeting.

Tht treasurer's report ivas ver>' gratifying. Thanks
tu the kmnd friends of the Society who have se gener.
ousl>' respondcd te ithe calis for nid iii the pioncer
itork of the Society, IL àis nos onlyfrec-ofdebi at the.
enîd of the financial ycar but a balance of $ 155 18 is
in tiie treasurces liands te begin the. work o. h.e pres.
unt ycar. The. contributions, iiowcvr, of soînec cf the
liulds occupied shewed a decrease, and lience tl;e Se-
cicîy ivili rcquirc stili te look te its frieuds in order te
çarry on the. work efficientiy.

Armer the. rcadîng of the varieus reports the. clection
<.4 officers for tii. present year was proceded wvith.
ltîey arEas follows; lPtellent, INr. James Farquhar.
toon, B.A. ; First Vice-President, àlr. John Mowvat;
liecond V'îce-.President, h1r. A. G. MIcLachl.;n, B.A.;
Recording Secrcîary, Mr. joseph Builder, B.A ; Cor-
responding Secretary, hIr. M. hMcGregor, B.A.;
Treasirer, MNr. Angus M\ackay; Councillor!s, Daniel
!îttalker, B.&, James flallantync, B.A., Duncan MIc.
Coli, LI.A., A. B. M1eldruni and Angus Robertson.

The t tauons of Davenport and lirockton are ta Le
takens up by the Society, and assistance is aise te b.
given te thc gaoi and Central Prison missions. The
îîîeeting closed ini the usual forns.

A subsequent meeting was hcld on Friday afier.
noont te he.tr an address froms Rev. M1r. Robertson et
Winnipeg, on the work in the North-West. At the
outset the reverend gentleman spoke in high ternis of
the. work of MIr. Farquharson, Rock Lake district,
ivho was sent out by the. Society' ln 5pring, and aise of
the work cf Nir. Caswell, ivho tvas cmployed during
the summer in the Palestine field by the Hounte
Mission Commîtte.. He spoke in glowing teris of
tiie vast extent and unparailed fertilit>' of tii. vast
North-West Territor>', stating that no part cf Ontario
could bc compared in riciiness te the. Red River %al-
ley. With judicieus land regulations the. country w ill
soon be settled, and wîth the railway te convey the
grain front the. west the. country caninot (ail te dcveIop
rapidly. Fort Churchill isalmost as sicar as Quebc
and for four or five menths of the year steamers cans
Icave Hudsou's B3ay. He confldenîly prechacts a great
Suture for this vast belt cf fertile country'.

Tiie great majorit>' cf thc settiers, compcsed for thc
must part cf young people, are cither niembers or ad-
lierents cf the. Presbyterian Churcb. There are set-
ticrs coming in from Ontario, Quebec, Neya Scotia,
and New Brunswick, and aIse front the another coun-
try. He xnentioned thc case cf flfty or sixty families
îvho arc ceming frons BlfIast in the. spring te forris a
seulement and exprcssedl a great desire se have a
missionar>'. Ont gentleman guaranteed £100 te.
wards bis support. The. census of WVestburn siîewed
the great majerity of thc settlers te bc Presbyterian.
In somse of the. Saskatchewan districts the Presby.
tcrtan element is fuily thice-fourtbs of the whoie.
(mhîer churches are bcing aroused te the importance
ot the werk in Uic NorthWVc5t and vigerous mission-
ar>' efforts are bcxag made. The Mlethodist Chaurcii,
dmthough the numsber of settiers o! that persuasion as
net se, great, bas already more inissienaries ln the
field Liait. the. Presbyteraan.

The Lpiscopaians aie aise doing wiiat thcy cari te
mnect the. wants of the. people, but as their relations
-ire principaily with the. Church in the aid country, and
but lîttl. hclp is receîved (rom Untari and Quebec,
:iiey are gradualiy losîng thear liold. Their mission-
aries are fer thec most part front the. aid land and are
net suitable for the work. Tic>' canne: get mn te
..arry, on the. work, and there is a general disposition
te aid and work in connection urith our Churcha.

The Congregational body is alse rcpreented, .but
lias on!ly one minister, vwho is settled, in Winnipeg.

WVe ire nnt only called on te minister te eur ewn peo.
pIc but ethers are Iooking te us. From the number
cf lrcabyterian settler.s the nuinber cf our mission.
stries should be largel>' iu excess cf ai otiers. TI-cy
arc lookiîîg te us as their anotier Church, that we
sliouîd follow them witb the mntias cf grace, and tie
Churcb in Ontarie sliould feel dishenoured if IL f.tiled
tes respond te the earniest and urgent appeal for iielp,
wiiicli is coming frontî those who bave geise out te
seck new homes and have left tbcir Charistian privi.
leges behind them. The rcverend gentleman said b.e
ivas net eue cf tiose who beiievcd It mnade no differ-
ence by wvhat denenltination the Gospel Io preccied.
WVlile hie bailedl witb gladness any endeavour tn carry
the Gospel te tic people freint wbatever source, lie yct
Lclieved lu tii. grand fecatures cf our Presbyteriau
dloctrine wbich has done se mnuchin tie past te de-
vciop intellect, te gire moeraI anîd spiritual stantina,
and niake men worthy and loyal cititens, and with a
vicw te the liigiiest intellectual and religiaus develop.
mient of the. country It shouid b. permeated and lea-
vened with the geod sturd>' doctrines ef our I'resby.
terian faitlî.

lie stated that a good deal had been donc te over-
take tht, woric, and the people cf Ontario liait respons.
ded generousiy te the calis that hall bec. made upon
them, but niuci cf the. field yet remains uneccupied
and the. work ls increasing cvery day. H. gavc a
dctailed account cf the work wbicb is belng carried
on in different fields, lu almost ever>' case of the most
enceuraging kind. He mentioned tiat lu tie Sas.
katchewan Valley', where but a few years age there

*îverc but fiv. fantilies, there are now six miinisters
labouiîng ; and iu 5outh Manitoba district, where shr
years ago tiiere was Lut onc minister, tiiere are now
five. -le spoke nt some lengtb cf the Mennonites,
wvio a.re in possession of tic mnost beautiful and fertile
tract lu the Province, and stated IL te, bc bis convic-
tion titt if an efficient minister, able te spcak: their lant.
guage, cauld Le procured, a large number wculd bc
fou nd to.-cannect t hemselves witb aur Chu rci. Their
bishopu are endeavouring te keep them lu isolation
and prevent them tram l.arning tie Englisi language,
but tiiere is a feeling of unrest among tiicm, and a
great desire te mingle îvith the Eîîglish-speaking
population, and iiberal offers are being made te induce
Englîsb teachers te came among tiiem.

In conclusion lie spoke cf the. vast magnitude of
the, wark ;-1 the great North-West and cf the great
field that was opened up ta vigorous, zealous young
men for carneat and faitiful mission work. The
work cf tic ministry sbouid not Le looked upon sim-
ply as a profession, tebe entered for the sake of ease
and comsfortabie position, and althoughin l a ncw
field there wre bardsbîps and discauragements, yet it
w.as encouraging te build up a cause, te have osme-
thing te do sa laying the foundatiùns cf our Churcii,
and in seeîng the great wark growing year b>' year.
lie closed wîtii an carnes: and cloquent appeal, ta the.
Society' te emîdeavour te cultivate a truce missionar>'
spirit and exprcs5ed the bopse that many who are new
students would before long b. ministers lu the. great
North-West.

Tii. address tiirougbout was full cf vigour, and was
listcned te witb great interest by the students. A
growang interest as being tnanifestcd lu the. mission
work an tii. North-West and the decided opinion cf
man>' is that aîmast aIl cf the graduating class of thc
prescrit year wli b. wîlling te give ther.iselves te ibis
iverk.

l>rofessor McLaren gave a short but pitby addrcss,
in thc course of whicb bie stated that b.e iad a: anc
uie, been asked te 'go as a missionary te the Red
River scalement, and atmast had the boneur of being
the. pioncer mîssianar>' of the, Church in that district.
He aise spoke of thegreat encouragements which thc
field afforded te, vîgorous and devoted yei:ng mcn.

M. MCGRirOR, Car. se.

TIrE value et everytiiing in lite depends on its power
te l.ad us te God b>' the shortest road.-F. IV. Faber.

GooD tcmper is hiea sunny day; IL sWes a bright-
ness over everything ; It la the sweetener of tail and
the saoter cf disquictude.

DRi. LYntAN IEECIIEI once said et a sermon
wiiich lac iiad just preacicd not ver>' much tu, his sat-
isfaction: .I ahways bolier a: thc top of my voice wh=r
I arn ne: prepared.> If iis rule were adeptcd b>' ail
preachers, rtere would be.not a littleï bellewinlg in the
pulpit.

_CABTOr. AND eOPLE,
TUES VAL1.UE O?*' A FE 1V DA YS 0P

SICA'NESS.

It L flot of protracteid illines., nor of maladies cer-
tain toe nd in demis, nor of seizures which Icave
bohind chcrn organic dea-angcment or Incurable weak.
noss, uer yet of trifling ailmients, tint we would write,
but of sudden and sevcre attacks which soon Issue in
recovery. The value of a fcw days of sucb sickuicss
may bc sufficient te cempensate for the suffering and
confinemnent endurecl. If this sccm a paradex, fItls
but In the seeming.

The moral and spiritual cffects of such a sickness
nîay bc. cf great worth. fi enables niany to break
Lad habits who neyer hall the strength te do so be-
fore. Abstinence Is then voluntary. Nature In xnost
cases will not endure furtiier abuse; the glutton vloses
hij, appetite ; the pipe, the cigar, the tobacce and
sr i,; are loathed, and the passions diminiçh in Iuiten-
sity. And hundreds cf drunkards bave risen front
sick bcds neyer te drink again, and many a ilave te
tobacco has been enmancipated Iu the sick ruent.
Massy have returned Il like the dog te, bils vomit and
the s0w that was wasiied to bier wallowing in the.
mire;»> but the nuniber of tbose who have escaped ini
the manner descrîbed Is in thc nggregate very great.

The reflections wbicb corne te a tiioughtful mind, if
free froms delirium, are Coud. The sense cf hecipless.
ness that contes upon a sick marn is such a contra3t
te bis usual self-confidence, that It is closely allied te
a feeling cf dependence, and brings back te him, the
spirit of a litte chuld, without which bc cannot cnter
the. kingdorn of beavens.

How small bis absurbing pursuits, bis contentions,
his aniniosities, his capiices, bis vanities, scem now!1
His sinsand errers increase in number and magnitude,
and almost (happy if they do net quite) fi11 the. per-
spective.

He appears insignidicant as tbougbts cf a possible
fatal end arise in bis seul, and knows that, cxcept to
the narrow circle of bis friends, Iltb- norning after
bis exit the.aun wiil arise as brigb: as ever, the flowers
smeil as sweet, the. plants spring as green, the world
wili proceed in its oId course, people will laugb as
heartily and marry as fast as they were used ta do."
For Il the. memory cf nian passetb away as the re-
niembrance cf a guest that tarrieth but one day.>'

Then h. turns te tie hope of recovery, and rnakes
wise and good resolutions. Tiiese may be forgotten,
but their impress is neyer wbolly obliterated unless
the. beart on wbich it was made sbeuld becerne wholly
bad. Long ere this, as the days bave passed slowly,
b.e bas reacbcd truc simiolicity lu prayer. If cor-
sciaus cf unrcpented sin, the. burden cf bis sigb bas
been, " God bc merciful te me, a sinner;-1 if ai peace,
yct cast down, the. upward giaucing cf bis eye ms,
«Lead me te the. Rock that is bigiier titan 1.11

Iwas the. retlection which came to him in suc a£
situation, Addison tells us in tiie IlSpectater» wiiich
led hum te compose during bis sickucas the hynn
beginning :

When risfng rom the. Led of deAtb,
O'crwhelmed with guilt and f:ar,

I v=c bi' akcr face %0 face,
OhhwshaU I appear?

But if there be uribroken confidence, and the mmnd be
keptin perfect peace, who cars estimate the precieus-
ness of a test cf faith se triumpiiant?

Thc social and domcstic influence cf a fewdays cf
serious illness is often a benediction. IIew the. bus.
band's old love, if it had rougliencd or growa less
demonstrative ln the. attrition of 11f., glcws and warms
as bie sits b>' the. betlside holding his wife's band, and
learas tram bier helpiessnes how hiclpful sbe bas betri
te hum ; and witb wbat absorbing tenderness dees the.
wife anaticipait- ber husband's sligb:cst want wben siic
secs hlm wcaicer than their babe 1 Whuic tie ciasp of
the bands in inarriage nicant less thait the g1susces
parents exciange as tii.> sit silcntly by the. ceucit cf
a son or daugbter, wondcring whether tbis sickness is
tinte death. Nor is there anytbing more touching
than te sc bow the. boisterous boy, wbe had ne mercy
on fatigue or headaclie, but stamped about theiieuse,
hushes; and softens as hc cornesi in freux scheal, and
tremblingly asks if papa or nsamma is any better?
Under- some circumstarrces a week's sickncss bau
beeri an angelof peace te an almest estrangedfanily,
and a.me* era bias been datedfrom. ifs visitj mil in

Ilt


