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CHAPTER XLIX.-COnltrd

Tlm thse dusk of the cvcning lialdane bail fot seen Laura
and IN. Beaumont, as he entered, and he now greeted them
with a quiet bow ; but Laura came and Cave him hier band,
sayîflg.

dWe did flot expect you to return so0 s000, Mi. Hal-
dane."

IAlter laearinir that lits. Arnot was fil I could Dot test
tiil 1 saw lier, ancâ 1 oniy receivcd ber note this motning."

lie now saw that bath l.auWs cyes and is. Arnot'. wee
red with weeping.*

The latter, in answer to his questioning, troubledl face,
soda, 1 «The yeiiow lever bas brokea out in the city wbere
mny aiter iesldcs. Her husband, Mr. Poland, has %ery im-~
portant business anterests tiacre whach hie could flt dmup in.
stantly. She woutd flot Icave hLm, arnd Amy, lier daUghter,
wouid flot lcave lai mother. Indecd, belote they were
aware of thear danger, the diseae bail became epidemnie, and
Mi. Poland was stracken down. The fint teiegram as frim
my sister and states this tact; the second is froim my
niece, and at breaks my heart to iead it," and sht bander! ut
to him, and hc iead as follows :

IThe worst bas happetaed. Father ve7 fois. Doctor
#ives laîtie hopie. laimosi fear fur mo:hcî's mand. Tht caîy
an panic--oui help leavang-miedacal aI.endance uncertaan.
It looks-as if 1 should be left alone, and helpiesa. What
siallI do?"

doWas there evet a more pathetio cry of distress ?» said
is. Arnot with another buiu.t of grieL "lOh, that 1 weîe

strong and well, and I would fiy tu tbemn at once."
cDo yau tbirak I could do any good by going?" aslced

L.aura, stepping forward eane:ly, but vezy pale.
*'No," interposed Mr. Beaumont, wsth sharp empbasis;

"you wotald only become an additional bsuden, and add ta
the boirais or the situation."

"lMi. Beaumont is îight ; but )ou are a noble woman
even to tbink of such a thing," said Haldasse, and he g~ave
ber a loak aisuch strng feeling and admiration that a L..I
calour came into bier white checkcs.

IlShe docs flot realize what she is saying.t" added bir.
Beaumont ".It would be certain death toi an tunacclimatcd
Nortlieme ta go down there now."

Laura grew v'ery paie again. She bad realizedl wla ase
-ras saying, and was capable of the sacrifice; but the man
wha had recognized and apprecîatel lier >seroism wasnot the
one wliabeld ber plighted tt.

Paying mo heed to Tleauauont's lut remark. Haldane
snatched up the daily paper that lay npon the table, and
turned biastily to a certaan place for a moment, tl'en lookiuag
at bis watcb. :~xclaimed eagerly .

doI cmn do it if fiat a moment is wasted. The express
train for thse South Icaves lu an bout, and it connects svath ail
the through lines. Miss Rome)n, plesse write toi me, or.
yout tard, an introduction ta, yaur cousin, Miss Puland, aud
r wtt! prescrit il, with the ofier ai niy assistance, aith Ratli.
est passible inomemat"

doEgbert, no 1" said 21fr. Arnot, with strong euphasis,
and rising from beri couch, though so ill andtfecbl "T will
mot permit you Ia sacrifice yauî lite toi comparative stran-
gers.a

Hie tuined and took her baud in bath ai hi;, and said,
"Mms Arriat, there is no time tor remonstiance, and it is

usé1ess. T atu going, and no one shall preveut me." Then
lie added, in :ones and witb a lookt 'a affection wbich she
neyer forga:, "«Deeply as 1 regret this sad emergtncy, I
would not, for ten limes tht value ai my hile, ]ose tht appor-
tunity it gives me. T can now shew yau a smaîl paît of my
gratitude by strug those you love. Besidesasyousay, Ihat
telegram as snch a pathetic cry of distres,, that wec yon ail
strangers, I would abey ils unconscious commaaad. But
bsate. tht card 1"

Il :gerto y00 arc excited]; you do flot realire wbat you
are sayang 1" cried tht agitattd lady.

Bt looktd at lier steadily for a morment, ana then said, ina
a tonc s0 quiet and firmn tluat il, ended ail remorutrace, "T
zeal.ire felly what 1 amn doing, and it i.s my right toameide
mpon niy own action. To you, at lets, T never biolce my
word, anid 1 amsre yon that T will go. Miss Romeyn wili
yu oblige me by inatantly writing that caîd? Your amtis
amot able ta wrrite it."

His intnct was so *utisoritative tisat Laura wrotc with a
trembling buand :

"Thae bearer is a very dear triend ai afnm's. How brave
ani noblteaan bce is yaut can Ieamutrothetsact that bie
cornes ta our aid flur. Tu dcepest synpatby ud love.

"Good.bye, my dear, 1usd triend." nid lialant, cheerily
ta gis. Ainot, whi!e Laura was writing. "70 ao verrate the
danger. 1 teel that 1 sisall returfi agaan, and if T do flot,
tberr are msssy worsc cviis than dy-ing."

Your mather," nid 2Mis. Arnot, witb a loir soli.
"1 sWIi write ta, ber a long letter on ' hti way and explain

evelything."
"lShe wili te tisat it cmr never bc explained."
"II tannai isep it," replicd tht young mans, reolutely; "Tl

know zhat 1 amn doing zigbt, or my conscience is of noa use
ta me 'wbatever.'

Mms Arnot plut ber ams arod bis ne&k as if ase weie
bis mither. and naid iu low. luroken tant:.

"lGoa bltas you, and go with you, tnp truc lcnigbt; ISSy.
let me caRi you mry own 'dear son ibis once. I wiil %banik
yon.ain beaven toi ail this, if mot berc," ansd thea she lcisserl
siamagain and again.
"lVoti have zsow repaid mue a tisousarudfo!," lit falttitd,

mad Ibert braite awsy.
deMi. lialdane," snid Laura, icarlully, as 1 lui "0n tbuer, 41cousin Aimy and 1 have beers tht dloset tiriexads fion

childhool, and T cancat tell you Loir deeply I appreciate

youî on ta lier aid. 1 coxsid flot expect a brother ta take

Haldaue icît that his preilent chance tô look Inta Lauras
face siglat be his la.it, md atgaa, betore lue was aware, lie
let lais cyes, reveal aIl bis latait. She saw as if wtitttn inu
them, " A brother might flot be wiiling ta take the risk, but
I amn."

"lDo 1 then render yoti a speclal service?" hie aalced, ln a
low tone.

IlYou could flot render me a greater anc."
f" do Wy, this is better than I thought, " bue sala. doIlow
ortunate I was in caming ibis evening 1 There, please do

flot look 3o distressed. A soldier takes such risku as ibeso
cvcry day and neyer thinka ai them. You have belore yon
a hsappy lite, Mliss Laura, aud .1 amn vcry, very glad. Gaod

couag 1u god.bye,' and bis manraci noiv was fîrank,
cheerrful, 'and b9ootherly.

She partly obeytd an impulse ta speait, but checked it,
and tremblaugly bient ber hcad; but tht pressure she gave
hits hand meant more than hie, or even she herseli, under-
stood at tht time.

"4Good.bye. bit. Beaumont," bie said, hurriedly. "T need
flot wash you happaness, siauce you alrtady possess il ;" and
lie hastentd from tht ioom aud thet bouse without once
looicing back.

Il snoment later they heard bis rapld, resolute tread echo.
ang fromn the stony pavement, but it speedily died away*Laura listtntdl breattalessly al, tht window until the f'aintest
3ouud ceased. Sle had had berwish. She had seen aman
wbo was guod cnuugh and brave enough ta face any danger
to wbch hie féît ampelled by a chivalric seuse ofiduty. She
badl si.*cn a mari depait upon as knightly an expedition as
aray uf wvhia :bc 1ud ever read; but il wtts nlt ber knigbt.

"*Thas > uung lialdane la a brave tellow, aud T badl no ide&
thae there was Sa mucis in biis," rernarlced Mr. Beaumont,
in bas quaet ansd iefined tunes. doReally, tale it ail to-
gethet, this bas isen a scene worthy ai tht brush of a great
painter."

"oOh, Auguste 1" exclaimed Laura, "lhow tan you look
aniy on tht oestbctic sidt of sueh a scene?" And she tbrew
herselt into a law chair, and sobbed as if ber fieait would
break.

Mi. Beaumont was mucis ptrplexed, for hie taund tbat ail
af bis elegaut platitudes were powerltss to either comfort or
soothatlier.

dLeave hier with me," nid Mis. IArnat. "The excite.
meuts ai the day have been toci mucb toi bier. She ivili bce
better to.morrow."

Mu. Beaumont %=a glad ta, obey. Ht liad beenmecos.
tanued [rom childhoad, ta leave all disagretble dutits ta
others, and hie thougbt that Laura bailbecom:airifiebystei.
icaI. ."1A little lavtnder andIieep, la ail tisai sise requires,"
lie remnarkei ta, himself as lie walked home in thse star.
ligbt. ":But, by Javel 1h ub s mort lovely in tears than in
smiles."

That bie, Auguste Beaumuont, sbould risit tise loss of hier
and aIl bis ailier posssos tuy e=aig bis precius peison
to a Ioatbsome disae i not eniîbs mind.

*'0, auntie, auntit, I would rallier have gonemnyselt and
died, than tecel as T do to.nigbt." sobbed Laura

"d' Courage,' Laura, was Egbettos Iast word to pou," naid
M rs. Aunai; "sund courage and faitb mnust be oui watch.
iords uoib. NVe must ace tao, and at once. Please tell
your unc!e I wish a draft for fi ve hundied dollars immedi.
ately, and explain wlay. Then enclose it in a note ta Eg-
bert, and set that Michael puts il in bis bauds ai the depôt.
Write ta Egbiert flot to spart money where it may be ol any
use, or tan secure any comiort. We canuot tell boit youî
auni Amy às situated, and maney isalways usclul. Wt must
telegrapis ta you. cousin Amy that a fricnd àa comiug. Let
us realaze what courage. p rayer. and failt tan accompiah.
Action will do yon good tauma"

The girl sprang ta bier fect and carritd out bier aune's
visbes with, piecasion. That was the kind ai "elavender"i
wbich hieu nature teeqnied

Atier writing ail tEat lier sont dictated, sbe added on bier
owZi part,

"lIf tht knowledgt that lhonouryo00above ather men can
sustain you, rest assured that ibis is truce; if tnp synipahy
snd constant remnembrance tan ligltn your burdens, kow
thai yau sud those 700 serve wilI rareiy be absent tram tnp
tbaugbts. You aue ligbt of joui heroic act. To me it is
a îcvelstian. 1 did flot know ihat msen could bc so stîong
aud noble in oui day. WVhetbei relu words are riglut or
conventional, I have mot ten thouglit. "y beait is fu,
and I must speak thena. Tisai God may bess pan, aid yau
in serving those I love sa deul, and icturn pou in safety,
wii li bcnp constant pisycu.

"Auniie talters ou- ont more maessage ' Tell Egbert that
einter Amiys househoid have flot oui fillih;' soggtst it, teacis
it'iiyou cani Farewell truest ofitriends.

"*LkAîaA RouETN."
'Mr. Growiiser wss asleep in bis chair when Haldane en-

ie:ed, anud he stole by him and usuade preparations for de-
parlte wiih sulent celcrity. Tlsen, valse iu hande he toacbed
bis aid firiend, wbo started vp sud exc làmed :

"lLord a' mass>', where dsd yasu corne trom, aud visere
yeigoin'? Vou loak icindersperithike. I sayazuîswake?
Iwsdreamin'yo00 as staitin' oITta ill somebady."

"D=ems gob pcontraries. It may be alèngimebefare
ire gatet spain. Blut we Ïbaf bave nmay a good tak lover
oid times, if flot isere, in th.- beaue borne, for pour «'Pcaed.
faceil littIe cisap' will lead you there," and lie explaused ilI
ina fewbrici sentences ",And nov, su, inl, tint tnend,

-ad. I tisank au tromumyb6ait air thse sbelter Tmu
egiyen me anidl00 arou r sisthi f ri enad sipwbhenu iicts

vce se tew. Yau bave danc ait tisai yau could ta malte a
mnan ai me, and nov t1iat yot vou't have timne ta quande
vitis me about it, T tell pou ta jour face tisat you arc notai
intan min. There are 1ev lsrget-heszled. 1arMer.oed m
in ibis city," and before tise bewildered aid gentlema coulil
reply isc was gant.

«Lord a' massy, Lord a' snass," mranecl Mi. GraWther,
"tht bottoin is jest faillisi' out o' evervt hing. Tfluedits-with

the yeliow.jack l'il git ta ccmus' am Iad as; ever,"'
Ilaidane tounutMirs. Atnrxas caclman aitis dep8t 'witb

the letttr Laura badl ivritten. As he sead it hi% face flusbed
with tht deepeat pleasure. H-aving à. tew momsents ta spaire

Missc1lemsny:-I have received trim Michael the let-
te* with tht draft. Say taMis.Arnot Isba!obcy bath tht
le, ter and spirit of lber instructions. Uet me add for myscit
t'iat my best hopes are niait than'tulileil. That you, wbo
kuow 8IR My pasi, could Write such words seenis like a hem.
vcnly dream. But I assure you thtpou avei.ostimaie bath
tht ciaaractcr ai my action and the danger. Il 13 aiR plain,
simple duty, wlslch bundreds ai men would perfori as a
matter of course. T asit but ont tavour-please look after
Mr. Growthtr. He Is grawlng old mi feeble~ I ove hins
s0 much. Mis. Arnot will teIl pou. Yottrs,-'

"H lt couldn't write a word more, Miss; the traitn wau a-
movin' vhen hé jumped on," said Michael when lie delivered
the note.

But that fanal word bad fou Laura fia coriventlonal mean.
ing. Sht had loaig known that Haldahe vas, in truîth,-hèrs
snd she bail dcepiy regretted tht tact, and would ai s.y
tirne have willingly braker the chahs that bound him, badl at
hotu ira er pover. WVould sht break It to.night? Ye,un-
hesitatangly; but at would noir cost ber a paIn ta, do au,
wbich, i tiist, she wouid fiat usdrstaud. Ou that starny
juRy evening when she gave Ilaldane a little private concert,
she had obtaiaed a glirapse ai a manbaad sankuovi ta lies
beore, and It was tull ai pleasing suggestion. To'nigbt
dtIsaine manhood which was at once sa stioug and
fet sa unscifish and gentie, bail stoos! outt belote bet
distinct andt luminous in the ligbt of a knightly deed, and
she sait with the absoluteness ai irresistible conviction
that s'ich a manhoos! was aboie and beyond all surface pol.
lali, ail mere oesthetic culture, ail eaithly rank-tbst i waz
sometising that beiouged ta God, andpartaok ôi the eteruity'
ai His gresthuess sud permanence.

BI the klndred and nobRe pousibilitieo aiber ovn voarvany
nature, she wras of necessitp decply interested lu suds a tm,
haviog once recognired him; aund noir for wecks se muast
tbink of blu as consciously serving bier ira the nuost knightly
way amd ut tht bouîly risk or bis life, and yet hoping foaina
greattu revirZ thaïs lier estetn aund respect. W iUt atse
kntw that bie wouid have gout eageily for hier aunt', sale, =id

migbî have gone fromn a mueit sense ai dutyi she badl been
clearly shewu that tht thought oftseiving bier bail turnedi bits
dangerous taskAmua a piviege sud a joy. Could sbefoilow
such a man daiRy and hourly with ber thougbts, coula sbein
vivid imaisnation, watch bis self.sacriflcing effort- ta minister
ta, and save those she loved, witb only tise cool decareus;
interest that Mi. Beaumont wauls! dttm proper lu tise wo.
mass betrothed ta bimstît? Tht future must asaer tbi
question.

When Haldane had asked for a ticket ta tise southemn city
ta wlaich be vas destineil, thse agent stared iat hiai a-maoment
sud nid :

"Don't yon know yellow tever us epîdeunse there ?
"YtsI" replier! Haldane with sucb cald reseuve ai mariner

that fia turiluti questions wcie asices!; but the tact that lie, a
medical stutdeut, badl bought a ticket for tht plague-strickes
cityw as stated in the "Courier" the tollowing mnauning.
His aId friend, Mr. Ivison, soon inforsutd bimstlf ai the
whole allait, and in a glowing letter of eulogy made ih lm.
possible for anyone ta asseri that Mml. Arisai had asled the
young man ta go ta tise aid afilber relatives at sucb tremen.
dous persnabý,isi. Taudees! itwas clcarly stated, with tht sua
impciachable M. Beaumonst as autbarsty, tbat ase hail en.
tieated 1dm flot taga, sud badl moat the slightestexpectstios ot
bis ioiug utitil lue snrprlsed bcrby bas unaiterable decisiou.

A ter resding and talking over ibis letter, siastained as Il
badl been by years ofistraightfosward dutýr, even goad soclety
conciudedl that it could sacialy iecgixt and recelve this
mans; %md yet as tht aid lady badl remaîkeil, there vuasil!
an f.-xccllent prospect that lie wouRd enter beaven befare lie
toussd a velcome ta thse exclusive circles of Hillatoo.

CHAPTJIL L-"« 0 DI)ADZO DEAThI 1"
Halant faund time lu thse enfoiced paus ai bis josainey

ta irrite a long and affectionate letter (Ç' bis motlaer. ox.
p!aining alR, snd askuug bier forgiveuuesa again, as-bc otteus
bad belte. He s" viote ta Mis .Amnt a ciSrfisl note,
in wuh ie tried ta put bis course ln tht most ordinay
and mnatter-ef.tact ligut possible, saylng that as a medical
situdent i vas thse mosi ruatural, tbirag an tbe.woîld foi hlm
ta do.

As hie approached the mnfected citybeiusd tht train cffily
ta himsell, and! lie saw thai tise outgoing trains vere fsu,
.nd whcn ai last lhe wake! ils streets it reminde! bisai a
isausthold of whach some member la very III, ar dead, and
the tew vbo vert moving about waiked as if under a sail
constraint sud gloom. Un maost lâces wert seu cvidencoe
ai anxicty and trouble, vliile a tew vert reculess.

Having obtained a carrisQe, bevas driven ta Ma. Poland's
îesidence sasasuburli. Hedisnissedihe cariageattsegae,
prcfciring taquîctiy sunounce bimieli. Tht sultry day vas
drawing toa close as bce walked up tht gravcltd drive tait

led ta tht boue. iateven tht faintest zephyr stirred tise
luxuriant tropical touiage that bere and! tisere shadaveus kit
paRs, sud yet tht stilîneus anud quiet-' nature dis! not sufflet
peste and repose so-uuuchsas ih did uicaili. Tht matiociesa
airieavily laden with a certain dcas! sweetness of Bacvrera

nr heijibboasriu garden, niight well biuF ta, mias tise
breillilesth siec han b eas'y atmoophere ofh uchasber

in wisicb tise lifeless fori ans! thse adhssg (uneraI wreaih are
pe !isfg togetiser.
Sa oppresses!l !as Haldane, bc fouds lianaeu walking

saftiyanud nuaunting thse stepa at tise pâ=n vith a silent
iseas! as if -lie vert ln traiti sppomchimag the hha>osty of
death. Beooe bce catis! ring thse bel] there came flo tise

Wlualoy, sspreludeplayes!on amsreeulora tisai
~been uI ail inbe raom. and tben a contralto voe of

peculiar sweeius sang the tolloving varda with sxucIh deptis
-of feeling that ont feut tIsati tRy revealed the innzaost emo.
dians ai the litait:

O paiceless lire, vari, thaubUngs lfe,
With thougisi and love sasul pasusion r,

1 clng Io be.


