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SELECTIONS.

BaeviTy is the life of a goad newspaper.  The patting wo de o
worthy mechanic in Cincinnatt were, © give a- sh b witicles™ €
respondents must remember this,  We clatm Ui prerogative of wirting
all the long, dull articles in the paper.  Coirespondouts must be shiont
and spicy. A long communication has not hait thhe cliaice of pubh-
cation that 2 simall one har.—Nufional L1 ..

Porisut Revics.~—Popery isimposture fiom beinnivg to0td, Many
different churches indiflerent parts of the wuillaii 1 po 5 svionof the
very same relics.  In Flanders, Spain, and France, there aic cazhtatns
of Matthew the evangelist; besides the holy coat at Treves, there are
twenty-two other holy coats, all equally genmne, ail equally holy ;
and as for the wood of the truc cross, itis so abunsant, thaty as has
been said, it would suffice to build a frigate of 74 guas, or suppiy a
tewn with fuel for a winter. Nor is it oplvin the datker paris of

«that sueb impostures are practised.  The Archbishop ot Pans
Meﬂ;{g discovered a fund ot most precious relics, which he has
rﬁt}y led on the people of his diocese to came and adore. ‘Lhe
ollowing.are among the articles enumerated :— A bit of our Saviour’s
crowr of thorns, some of the nails with which he was fastened te tie
cross, the iron lance that pierced his side, the sponge that contained
the vinegar given him to drink, the reed put into his hand for the
sceplre, a piece of the real.sepalchre, and the towel with which he
wiped the apostles’ faet '—Frislop’s Lig™t of Prophecy.

Stxeeine I8 Caurct.—The chureir at Bradford, Masssachuselts
1n the early part of the last centuiy, were much troubled, as many
churches are now, with a class of worshippers, who invariably com-
posed themselves, on oidinary occasions, for a nice littie nap in the
house of God. At lengith the practise became so offensive to Loth
minister and people, that it was put to vote in a church meeting, and
they determined ¢ that sleeping at meeting, especially laying down
the head (o sleep, in time of public worship, 15 a very great ind: zency
and irreverence, and justly offensive, and 1o be obseived and reproved
in any member of the church ; and, it not reformed, the church is to
be stayed, after e~ercise, and the person is to be called forth to be
sdmonished.”?

THe CatasTrorHE AT Noatn Bresnei.—We have already pub-
lished an account of the destruction of the Holdridze family. 1u re-

rd to the affair the Schoharie Patriot says:—The famiy of Mr.,

{oldridge retired for the night between 10 and 11 J'clock, The
children, except the one rescued by the nother, slept in the second
slory. fVIary, the daughter saved, cannot telt how she made ber
escape, but thinks in rushing through the smoke and flame she fell
against a door or window, which gave way and let herinto the street.
Mr. Holdridge has been for years an iniemperate man. ‘The townin
which he resides, however, having voted tor ¢ Nu License” last
Spring, and the law having been observed, he had rotbren able ta pro-
cure liguor for some time, until the night of the catastrophe, when 2
Blue-Ruin pedlar from one of the ¢ Sword-Fish” factonies at Troy,
happened to pass by, soud him a five gallon keg of diawged poison, of
which he drank and wasbereftof his reason. Those who were fiest at
the scene of the disaster, say that the whole family wight have been
saved without much difficulty, had not the wretched father insisted
that all had left the housc.—Evangelist.

1+ A Hixt 1o THE CHurcH.~Sell is Dives in the mansion, clothed in

urple, and faring sumptuously every day ; the cause of Christ, is
f.azarus lying at Bis gate, and 1ed only with the crumbs which fall
from his table,

Tuc Divipep Heart, axp raE Brorex Heart.—There is a wide
difierence betlween a heart bro. en and a heart divided,  There is no-
thing human God loves better thana broken heart: pethaps there is
nothing human that has more of his displeasure than a divided heart.
{ would, he said, thou wert either cold or hot; but because thou ait
neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. This is the
strongest language of detestation.  On the other hand, .ne sacrifice of
God, that which he prefers to rivers of oil and the costlicst off-.ings of
devotion, is a broken heart. Thoun wilt not despise this, says the
Psalmist. As if all other offerings in comparison were despicable,
Man may despise it, but it is God’s chosen sacrifice; and to that man,
whether kneeling by the roadside, or in ¢ the long-drawn aisles” of
the forest ; whether worshipping in temples made with hands, or be-
neath the broad arch of heaven, or in the dungeon, or on the sick bed;
to that man who offers this, the eye of God is directed, and his smile
rests there.  And yet divided hearts are many, and broken hearts fow,
The sour cynic of olden time, who searched Athens with his lantern
in quest of an honest man, would be scarcely less puzzled to find
broken-hearted mea now. We do indeed hearof these who have died
broken-hearted with grief for Jost friends : or through disappninted am-
bition, or the loss of riches; but in what bill of mortality, in town or
country, do we read of death from a broxken heart for sin? Alas for
us, that the rarest of all experiences should be that of a contrite spirit,
Lacking this, what of spintual good do we not lack? All clse is
broken,. where the heart is not broken. Our alliance with God is
broken 5 cur hold on the promises is broken ; our peace of conscience
is broken.— Presbytcrian.

Our Eantit’s Distance FRom THE Stars.—To convey to your

fa
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minds any idea of the immense distance which separates us from those
twinkling orbs which nightly gem our firmament, is utterly {inpossible.

'
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We may talk of millions of miles, but this serves anly to rcrp]ex and
confound the [ eble intellect of man. [ may tell you that light, which

flies at the rate of ten millions of miles in & second, and which is con-
veyed to the distant planet of Le Verrier, and reflected back to us in
the ~hort space of a few minutes, will require ter years 1n comin
finin the nearest fived star; and if that star was suddenly blotted from
evistence, it wonld continue to shine for ten long years in the place it
once occupird.  Even weie st possible tor us 10 transport ourelves
to tiie very confines ol our s3stems, or to the planet ot Le Vertier, we
<hould stitl continae to see these objectsin thur old places, and, to alt
appearance, no nearer then belore.  Here would be Siriug, blazing in
its wentea splendonr 5 yonder we should see Orion; and there the po-
lar Bear.—Prof. Mudhell.

'

Aryacks.—This is a place in Lonlon of privilexed fashion. The
tules which regulate admission to its salnons are very strict, and ex-
clusive ; amony these, 1t 13 said, that any physical deformity would
eaclude esen a prince of the vleod. If an adlitional tuie were
adapted, exctuding those who laboured under any inoral deformity, the
company wuull be st.ll more select. It is probuble that the most ac-
ceptable visitors at Almacks will be utterly exeluded from heaven,
whete this tattee rule 1s 1zidly observed.— Presbyterian,

Porvran CunisTianity.—And the most humiliating, the most alarm-
ing symptom in tise popular Christianity of the day i, that baptized
Christians claim the privilege of friendship with the world in every-
thinr short of actual vice. Let a stranger go into the families of
these Christians, and sit at their tables, and be with them moraing and
tvenmg, and see thew way of bringing up children, and follow them
into tireir places of business, and go with themn to all their recreations,
and see them everywhere except in the house of God: and what
would he find that proves them Cluistians 2 Ta what do they differ
from the world 7—What have they renounced 7 What dothey forego?
In what respect doee their haptism separate them trom the world I—
Where are the holy fruts of a ving faith displayed 1 their lives, so
as to bear them witness that they are the sons and ¢aughters ol the
fiord Almighty 2—Rev. Henry Gregory.

New-Yozx axn Liverroor Sreaners.—The Glasgow Citizen gives
us the following intormation refative to the new Atlantic steamers now
budding i the Clyde. The Britich and North America Mail Steam
Packet Company have ordered four immense timber steamships, fo be
fitted out for plying between Liserpool and New-York. Three of
these are being talt by Mr. R. 8tael, of Greenock, and the fourth by
that veteran in the art of steambo.t building, Mr, John Steel, of Port
Glasgow, who, in 1811, launched from lLis building yard the first pas-
senger steamer which ever ploughed the waters of the Clyde. e
tirst of these leviatha~ steamships will be launched early in March;
she is close upon 2000 tons register, and will have engines of 750
liorse power. The other three are of the ame size, and are construeted
rn the samce model, bernir, over all, in length 385 feet, in breadth of
heam 38 feet,and having a depth of 28 (eet. Thesr vessels are io-
tended to ply fortnightly between Liverpool and New-York, com-
mencing on the 1st of January, 1848,

Hoxours 10 AcricGrLrure.—The British Government has given
a hfe pension to the widow of Mr London, in consideration of the
sreat utilily of his writings on agricelture and horticnlture.

NEWS.

Severa! packet ships have recently arrived, the latest of which
brousht dates to the 21st ult.  This vessel, the Washinglon Iiving,
made the passage out in something less than 20 days.  The political
news was not important.  Fiour Lad declined a httle from the ex-
treme quotations, and was selling at 40s to 41s. Dloney was also
getting scarce, and as a natural corsequence of dear provisions, ma-
nufactures and trade generally weie becoming dull.  The Queen hed
appointed a general fast to L¢ held on the 24th March, on account of
the famine.

From the United States we learn that Vera Cruz Las fallen with
scarcely a struggle, and indeed we cannot well see how it could have
been otherwise, after the American forces had been allowed to land-
unmolested. The only cause of regret is, that the bombardment of the
city slaughtered a thousand human beings, half of whom weie women.
anc chidren.  Bat it is somewhat strange thiat the Casile, which could
have made a resistance, should have surrendered immediately on the:
falt of the city without having been attacked or even summoned to
surrender. The fact is, we suppose, that the Mexican soldiers
thought it was more comfortable to walk home to thdir families, upon,
parale not to fight again, than to be starved in a fortress or blown {o
atoms by Paixhan guns. It is said that General Scott with his victo~
tious atiny, who is torthwith to be joined by that of General Taylar, ig
in full march for the city « Mexico, there to treat for peace in the
halls of the Montezumas. “w

By the latest accounts from New York, Flour was §7.69, “U}'eg.b._
$1.55 to $1.65, and Freights had fallen 1o 3s. and 1s. 6d. .

The navigation is now open from Dickenson’s Landing upward, aud;
also for some distance below Quebec.  The iee here still stands fast,’
with only a channel or two open.  The weather is still quite wintry.



