SABBATH SO

The three hoys talked together about | were very angry, especially when they

itas they went along—<¢What will ho
the use of the idol waen it is made 17°
«id one. ¢ How can the clay when
it is made into an image, be any thing
else than what it was before—a lump
of elay? A fine thing 10 pray to,
to he sure,” said another boy. 1 don™t
like even to go and fetch the clay,” ad-
ded the third. ¢« Nor 1,”—« Nor 1,""—
said the two others.  “No,”? said the
third boy, ¢ itis wicked to have any
thing to do with it; God will be angry
with us. I dare not fetch the clay.”
The others agreed, and they resolved not
o go. How was it that these lads
knewthat it was sinful to worship idois?
They had been in the missionaries’
school, and there they had been taught
the word of God, and they had read in
that word, ¢ Their idols ave silver and
gold, the work of men’s hands. They
- have mouths, but they speak not ; eyes
'have they, but they see not; they have
ears, but they hear not; noses have
they, but they smell not; they have
hands, but they handle not; feet have
 they, but they walk not ; neither speak
(they through their throat. They that
make them are like unto them; so is
every one that trusteth in them.”

As the boys walked on, they encou-
ragedeach other more and more in their
eontempt for idols. *“It iz wrong to
pretend to care for them at all,” said
one boy, “and I wontany longer wear
the silver idol about my neck.”  They
dlithree saidthey feltthe same, and they
.unfastened {rom their necks the little sil-

ver boxes which they were accustomed
' wear, and each containing an image
o a heathen god, and broke them to
peces, and threw them into some
water which was standing by the side
of the road along which they were
tassing,

‘When they twent to their howmes,
eir relations asked them for the clay.
Wehave brought none,” they replied ;
we will not bring the clay to maks
less idols with,  The great God
ven will be angry with us if we
e false gods.”  Their relations
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found out that they had thown away
their silver images. ¢ We shall get you
others,”” they snid, “and we will mal?:
you wear them.,”  So they brought
athers, and day after day they tried to
make the boys wear them. They used
all kinds of means, whipped them, made
them go without food, and then flatier-
cd them, and made them promises of
good things if they would but yield.
At last two of them did yield. The
third boy stood cut.  His father was
quite in a rage with him, and tiireaten-
ed to punish him very severely. The
neighbors would not speak to him.
‘The boys in the streets hooted him as
he walked aloug. Nevertheless, he
stood firm. He went and told the
missionaries of his trials, and they ad-
vised him to put his trust in Ged, and
Ido right, even though the whole
world were to take up arms against
him,

This dear bhoy was only 13 years
old.  We do not know what has be-
come of him now, as, in order to get
him away from the missionaries, his
father sent him to avillage twenty miles
off.  But God, his heavenly Father is
with him, and we trust that he will
keep him faithful.

Dear children, how different i~ your
lot itomy that of these ludian boys!
Whai do ye moie than they 72—JMiss.
Repos.

P

Love.

The soul that is once truiy touched with
the magnetic force of Divine lo'», can
never relish anything here so plea.ingly a<
that entirely he canrestuponit. Thongh
the pleasures, prolits, and honors of this
lile may sometizaes shuffie him out of his
usual course, yet he wavers up and down
in trouble, rans te and fro tike quicksilver.
and is never quiet within till he returns
to his wented joy and inward happiness.
There it is luy centre noints, and there
his circle is hounded, which, though
unseen and unperceived by others, are
such to him as nothing can buy from bim.
— Feltham.




