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but the name of Jesus Christ.  Hc that L iieveth on
him bath everjasting life.

1. Lat us now consider tho ardor nnd intensity
with which the Psalinist desired this object. * Oue
thing hava I desired of the Lord, that 1 will seck
after.”

lst. This is the language of decision. Tt is not
the language of doubt or speculation. ‘The mer-
«<liant would say, I desire to add ohip to ship, ware
house to wareliouse, that I inay acquire an immeunse
{ortune, and leave iy family a large estate. T'ho
man of. study would say, I desirs to- ncquire fresh
accessions of knowledge and of learning. to- hind
around wy brows the wreath of literary fame, aud
to.grow immortal in my works. The hero would
say, [ desire to conquer my cuemics, to ncquire the
favour of my priuce, to recoive the applause of my
countrymen, and to tivild up an imperishuble fame.
But thé Christian says, * Oue thing have I desired,
*-to bekold the beauty of the Lord, and to ingiiire in
his temple.”

2ad, This is ‘the language of decidcd profercnce.
“The, Psalmist .says in another. place, I had ¢ rather
be a door-keeper in the house of my Gad, than to
dwell in the tents of wickedness.” And who is the

verson that utters this language? Do you suppose
1t is some individual unacquainted with life, or dis
gasted with the warld, who wishes to spend the re-
mainder of his days amid. the mopings of: religious
melancholy, or the raviugs of methodistical fanati-
cism? This is. not the case. He was a mighty
monaseh, the wealth of a kingdom lay at his feet,
wad the splendors of royalty gliuem({ around his
Srow. Yet he, as the ohject of his highest ambition,
says, “One thiog have I desived, to bohold the
beauty of the.Lord.” 1 now.commend. the cheice
of.the.Psalmist to you. You have rfow the power
ta choose. The shadows of another Sabbath even-
ing ave gathering thick around us; the religious ser-
wicas of another. of the days of the.Son of man soon
will terminate ; the voice of the preacher soon will
coase, and-you: will depart to your-respective, habi-
tations. But shall we ever meet again?  The feet
of.those who shall carry you out, may now he at
the door. Ere auother Sabbath, you-may,be;hur-
vied.te an eternal state. ‘Now, not: next' Sahbath;
not to-morrow, not next hour, not the. next minute;
“now is the accepted time, now-is the day, of. sal-
watien."”
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AN ADDRESS. .
Delivered by the Author, June 22, 1823, at Mill Wall
' Chizpel.
On the ordimance of Baptism being administered to
LEWIS HENRY LESSEY.

QOn this pleasing and intercsting accasion, it may
not he d d ble or. unimportant.to ca-
quire Yriefly into the origin, tl!e nature, the subjects,
aad design of- Christian baptism:

1. Its Origin—~Iu;the church under.the former
dispensation, therewers. two ordinunces, divinely
inatituted, viz. ci ision and thé passover, In
the Christian dispensation there are two, baptism
and the Lord's supper, which camo n placo of
them. It is the ordmance of baptism-we are now
to speak of.

John's baptism was not Christian baptism, but
was.introductory to'it. ‘Ile was seat -to prepare the
way, aod to iutroducerthe Messiah to,Israél, which
was its principal feature’; see' Jobo i. 25-39. Our
Saviour came-to John to be baptized of . him, Mau-
iii. 13. Itwas his public ordination. The' Jewishi
priests were washed previous to their cntering on
the sacerdotal oflive, I2xo. xxix..4. It behoved dur
Lord Jesus to fulfil all righteousness, i. c. of tho ce-
vemonial as well as of thé moral law, which con-
sisted, amougst. othor things, in divers washings:
it was (as one says) his public inauguration. * Ie
was anoiated with” tho.oil.of gladicss abeve his
fedows.” * Tho Spirit,, in-the shape of*a dove,
descended and lighted upon him, by ‘him to be de-
rived to_all beliovers, in his gilts, graces. and com-
forts, To expluin and complets this ordination,
« there came a-voice from hoaven; saying, thisis
my: beloved Son, in-whom I -am- well. pl d

baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of|
'the Sou, and uf the Holy Ghost.  As an initiatory
ordinance it is to continve.till the Redeemer comes
tho sceend titne.

2. Its Nature.~If itbe asked, What is Christian
baptism? we answer, it is tho washing a person
‘with water, in the name of the Yather, und of the
Son, and of the IToly Ghost; three divine prrsons
in vac triune Jehovah, the same in substance, and
equal in power and glory. It testifies the doctrine
of original sin, and the necessity of regeneration ;
it doclares every man as born of the flesh to be pol-
luted 5 that unless he he washed with purifying
waters, ko canuot be reecived iufo the olitward
church, and unless he be. ihwardly ‘cleansed by the
Holy Spirit, he caunot be a tmember of the true
church, or have any pirt fii Christ, John Xiii: 8. It
implies a beliel of the blessed provision.which Gl
tnth made in his gospel for the purification offoww
souls froni sin and all'its defilencuts. It is -eajeht
the baptism of repentance, for the vemission of 5158,
Marki. 4. It'also implies a humble acceptance of
these hlessings:

When we come under thisordinancoe, we do, as it
were, by way of action and emblem, consent fo nc-
cept of this purification, both from the guilt and
principle of sin.

If it bo asked, how is this ordinanco tq be admi-
nistered 7 We auswer, by pouring or sprinkling
water on the baptised person, an.ag emblem of.the
influences of the Spirit. The regenerating and
sanctifying influences of the lloly Spirit are spoken
of in scripture, under the embllems of pouring and
sprittkling, ard baptism is the sign of his operations
on the souls of men. I will pour water.upon him
that is thirsty, and floeds upon the Yry ground 5 I
will pour my Spirit on thy seed aud my. blessing
upon thine offspring, &e.” Isa. xliv. 3. «Then
will I sprinkle clean water u‘!)on you, and-=ye shall
ho clean, &e.” Lze. xxxvi. £3. Also, the blood of
Christ is referred to, as being spriukled on the con-
suience, &c. A .

3. Its Subjects—Baptism is to be administered
to such as profess their fuith in Christ, and to their
children ; whole houscholds (of W lueh children
make up a considerable part) were baptzed by the
apostles:® God called Ahrabam, aisettled his
visible chureh in his family, and saidto him, he
would be his God, and the God of his sced. If
time would permit, we might notice God's covenant
with: Abraham, which we have, Gen. *viii Aiid
the apostle's exposition of ity Rom: iv. apd shew that
‘Abraham was wmade tho common father of Jews
and Gentiles. We might-referyou to $everal scrip-
tures, and particularly to Col. ii. 11,"512,to shew
that baptism and circumncisiou signify thésame thing.
and that being baptised, we need hot baircumeised.
But we shall more ially call your' autcution to
that passage of holy writ, Acts ji. 3& 39, * Now
when they heard this_they, were prigked in their
hearts, and said unto Peter and the rést of the A-
postles, men and brethren, what shall-we do?™
They spake like persous quite at a loss, nothnowing
what to do. * Then Peter said uuto them, Repent
and be baptized overy onc of you in tho uame of
Jesus Ghrist, for the remission of sins, and ye shall
receive the Holy Ghost; for thespromise is to you,
and to your children, and to all that are afer off
even as many as the Lord our God shall call.” The

romise of spiritual blessings aud outw ard privileges
is wade the mative of compliance with a sacred or-
dinance 5 this brings them to the ordinance of hap-
tism. * Then they that gladly reccived his word,
wero baptized.”  Hero we learn, that that promise
winch was made ihe ground of circumcision to the
Jews and their seed, i1s now made the ground of
baptism to Geatiles and their children. “Lhe pro-
miso is thesamo ; the parties are the samo; the

< 1fit be oiz'eclcd. there is o cxpress warrant iu the
scripture for the baptizing of infauts{ we answer there is
an express command 1o circyacise infants, and there is
cqual reason to, baptisc them.  Compare Gen. xvii. 16, 14,
with Col. #i.' 11, There is a-command to baptise naticns,
of which-infants are a part; there is a gracious promise
respecting thé'infants ‘of belicvers, Actsji. 29. “I'hercis

mine by cternal geucration, by supcrnatural .con-

ion, aud by special.dosignatiori-to. the work and
olﬁcc of the world's Redecemeér. Joha's baptisin
had:its use, its day,-2nd then.passed away. Chris-
tian baptism was fouuded, by, Christ..” Matthew

10 More Xy d for the obscrvation of the Chnis
tian sabbath; nor for women partaking of the Lord's supper,
than there is for the baptism cf infants.

Ifat be- oljected, that cluldren should not be bal‘.lizcd,
because they cannot believe ; on the same sringiplc, it may
be objecled, that they cannot be justificd, ecause they,
cannot behiere; since the serpturesrequire faith iu the one

xxviii. 19, go yo therefors,..and iteach ail- nations;

case as well'as the others

.

linance only is ged;
siniof Abraham contes upon the Géntiles, thioigh
faithin Clrist.  Children receive the seal of hap-
tism, as a hond laid upon tiem in infruey, to fulft
the obligatious and duties at riper years, and as én-
coufagementto wait and hopo for the blessing. ‘I'hid
was. the caso of Jewish infants, and why may nos
Christians be favoured with it also 7 .

4. Its Design.---Its institution in the Christian
Chuarch was designed as # scparating widimance
from the world, “F'o keep up a memorial of oy
natural impurity and our constant need of purifiea-
tion; to set forth the blessings of God's prace 5 the
work of the Holy Spirit on the souls of men.  Alb
that mighty aud gracious change spohen of, 1 Cor.
vi. Lhois figuratively represented in tlus wivinely
instituted ordinance. * But 3¢ are washed, ot
ve are sauctificd, but yo are jusuficd in the
name of the Lord Jesus, aud by the Spirit of
our God.", .

The adult belisver, while he or she acknowlcdges
himi or Rerself.fo be a sinner, at tho same tiwe de-
clares a velimee on the merey of the Father, and on
the mediation_of the iucarnate Son, and on the
arade of, tho slioly Spirit, for complete salva-
tionw Iy believers presenting their oflspiring to
the- Lond iu ‘this ordinanée, they ly de-
clage thpt they desire the snmo blessings for
thei childrep, as they have chuscn for their own
portion;; and, they thus pledge thomselves to the
chuifth,to bring them up in the nurture and avimonis
tion, of the Lytd, giving themevuy instruction, and'
using overy means of reudering them wise unw
salyation:

I'nis ordisghce ought to he adhered to, in obedi-
ciige loslhe)n’qmqmud of Gud, with all convenient
speed., with. [fith in God's gracious pruwise, with

Y ¥ith prayer wute God for a blessiog
1 -higZown ordinance. It ought to Le publicly
dispensed, with preaching of the gospel immes
digtely; preceding it 5 it ought to Lo adwinistered
l(:y;l. thoso oiily, who are stewards or miuisters of
st} ,
You,’my broiher and sister, the patents of this
dearbabe, remember the vows of God arc upon yous;,
hy, pregept; by example, train-it up for God, let it
hizve aminterest in your prayers, let your own temipet
annd’deportment, which it shall witness, be worthy
of its imitation.  May your souls, with thdit of the:
lear young immortal, bo bound up'iii the bundlé of
lifc. “Amen. -0

A: word to you Bt compose this congregation,
aud I have done, You Have witnessed the dedica:"
tion of this child unto thé Lord, and héard thésacred
name of our covenant God namgcdupon hihi, into,
hich ho has been baptized; néthing short of its’
entire renovation and restoration to the divine imag
has bieen shadowed forth in this insigoificant ordi:
Hange, you have been reminded of your own person-
al copcern in an act similar to this. A-young lady,
lately;called by grace, said to me, “T make my pa-
rents” act for mc, in baptism, my own, and in medi-
tation and purpose of heart, make it as real as thio®

“was to go through the ordinance again.” May you,
my vespected fiiends, do' likewise, as the happidst
method of deriving present and eternal advantage in |
the use of this appointed institution in the church of
God. Amen.

I

RELIGIOUS INTELLI

WILBRAIAM ACADENY.

We understand that there is a gracious revival'a-
mong the students at Wilbraham Institution.  Some
sixtecin or twenity havo foind the * pearl of great
price,” and the “glorious work is still progressiug.
This Institution has been “highly favored of the
Lord. We hopé to be able to present to our readers
amore circumstantial account of this revivalio a
future number.— N. E. Herald.

Bl 2
GREAT REVIVAZ.

The, town of Portsmouth, Greenland, Dovor.
Great Falls, and:Somersworth, in New Hampshire ;
and..Berwick, Elliot, aiid York, in Maine, are at'
this timo experiencing refreshing shovwers of grace.
Moro thansix hundred are reported to have proféssed
religion and-alibut threo fourths of :that number to
have wiited' withthe M. E. Church. A camp meo-
ting and four days meetings, are thotght ‘te bave
been the principal moans of: this-revival




