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where they occur. And we have likewise
upon occasion hiad an exbibition of a provin-
cial character, attended by a fuller measure
of success than might have been expeeted
under tho circumstances of the country,—
Yet the Agricultural Fair as an established
institution is practieally unknown amongst

us, and its peculiar advantages to a commer-
cial country are hut very imperfectly under-
stood.  There i2 much trath in the remark
mada by a member of the House of Assembly
the other day that we had been so long with-
out cxhibitions that he would almost be
ashamed to sce the attempt made; a sinilar
fechng unaturally influences the minds of a
large poition of our people.

The Agricultural Act passed two years
ago having contemplated l‘:c holding of oc-
casional exhibitions, the Board of Agricul-
ture at onc of its earliest meetings took the
matter into consideration. It was at first
proposed to hold an exkibition during the
year 1866, but after mature deliberation both
the Board and the Agricultural Committee
of the llouso of Assembly agreed to defer it
till 1867. Notwithstanding the announce-
nents that have been published tothat effect
it is said, that very little, if any, preparation
has been madg by our farmers  and the sub-
ject has as yet scarcely cntered into the
thoughts of our commercial men and the gen-
eral community. Meantime our Province is
called upon to take part in an exhibition of
a different character—the Paris Exhibition
of next year. and that, it is expected, will
well-nigh oxhaust for one season the cner-
gies of our exhibitors and the available re-
sources at their command. Under all the
circumstances it is thought desirable by the
Board of Agriculture that the proposed Ex-
ibition should he lefinitely arranged for the
autumn of 1868, and the Goverument and
Legislature bave been requested to make
such provision, by resolution or otherwise, as
may be necessary to ensure the sctting aside
of a sufficient grant for the purpsse during
that yeas. This view is participated in by
the Agricultural Committes of the House,
and the government has agreed to the requis-
ite provision. The exhibition is then a'set-
tled fact, the necessary arrangements may be
proceeded with, and farmers and manufac-
turers will have full coafidence in the affair
being carried out to completion, without fur-
ther delay.

In order that the Exhibition may be suc-
cessful it is necessary that suitable buildings
should be crected, not only for the comfort of
the public, but likewise for the protection of
the valuable animals that may be expected.
The past experience of Canada has shown
that without permanent buildings a satisfac-
tory system of Exhibitions cannot be carrjed
oit. Abese buildings may be in the form of
Crystal Palaces, Glass Barns or Wooden
Sheds, according to circumstances; but with-
out them o cannot hope to do wore for agri-
culture than to get up a little sporadic excite-
ment and a great camp meeting of cattle two
or three times in a century. What the inter-
ests ot agriculture require1s a well-undorstood
systemy of Exhibitions in which the whole
sarmers of the Province have an intcrest,
in which they can all take part, and
which they can all look forward 0 and pre-
pare for at stated and well-known intervals.

good accommodation to the farmers' eattle
while they are at the exbilition, where they
may rest and reeruit, and the probability of
a profitable sale after tho exhibition is done,
they will not fear to bring animals along dis-
tauce by ship or rail or road; and as our railway
system becomes gradually extended, the teasa-
bility and Pr:\cncal benefits of the Agricul-
tural Exhitition will become more and more
npl‘)arenk .

May we heg our correspondents to give
this important subject free ventilation throngh
ourcolumns ? Weshall return to it again, but
should bu glad meantimne to have a full and
candud expression of the opinions of the far-
mers throughout the Province, and especially
of the officers of the various agricultural
socictics.
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DBowrd of Agriculture.
REPORT OI*' THE BOARD OF
AGRICULTURE.

To the Hon. Chas. Tupper, M. D., Prov. Sec'y:

-

Harirax, Marcn, 1866.

Sir:—We have the honor tv submit,
for the information of Ilis Excellency
the Licutenant Governor and the Legis-
latare, a Report of the procecedings of the
Board of Agriculture for the past year.

The matter that first engaged the at-
tention of the Board, on its formation
under the new Act in 1864, was the or-
ganization of County and District Agri-
cultural Societies throughout the Province.
Last session it was reported tha. 37 So-
cieties had been formed in 15 Counties,
and that 84 of these Societies had
qualified for participation in the Legisla-
tive grant for 1864. The Board has
continued its cfforts in the organization
aud adjustment of Sociuties, and the
Secretary spent some time in visiting the
Societies in Pictou County last autumn.
From the Retura submitted herewith
showing. in detail, the present condition
of the various Agricultural Societies of
the Province, it will be observed that
the total number of Societies is 48, being
an increase of 11 Societies during the
year.

The number of Counties containinyg
Societies is 18, s0 that every county in
the Province now contains at least one
Society.

The present total number of members
of Agricultural Societies, (actually at-
tested) is 2198, as compared with 1744
last year, showing an incrense of 354
members. The total amount of subscrip-
tions paid by such members is $2384,
being an increase on the amount of the
year of $525. The total amount of
grants to Societies is $3314, being an
increase of S304.

It is provided by the Act that the
grants to Sociedes shall be apportioned
to them in rateable proportion to the

If we caa offer, in additiva to high prizes, | subscriptions of their mombers actually
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paid during the year, at the rate of S2,
of grant for §! subscribied, but under the
limitation that no society shall draw more
thau $200, and that the whole socicties
of ono County shall not collectively draw
moro than $240.  Wehave now had two
years' experience of the practicul working
of this system, and the results have been
upon the whole satisfuctory. “There is
one fenture of the system, however, that
requires to be well understood to preveut
disappointment to the members of socie-
ties.  So long as there are few socirties
in a county, the amount ($240,) appro-
priated to the county will Le suflicient to
provide S2 for every dollur subscribed,
bt s0 soon as the collective subscriptions
of all the socicties in the county exceed
$120, then the grant-rate is necessarily
diminished.  In 1864 when there were
fewer societies than now the average sum
appropriated to cach society was S83;
hut during the past year the average was
reduced to $69. Thus the socicties in
one county raise upwards of S300 by
subscription, aud those of another county
ruise less than half that sum. yet both
counties receive an equal grant of S$240.
The society in one county with few mem-
bers receives §2 for cvery dollar sub-
scribed, whilst a society in the other
cuunty receives less than one dollar for
every dollar subscribed.  Some com-
plaints have been received from parties
who had organized societies on the fuith
of receiving S2 as a matter of course in
return for one subscribed, and cases of
apparent inequality may arise; but no
real hardship has been experienced. and
the restriction of the sum assignable to
counties appears to he generally regarded
as & just and necessary one.

‘The annual reports received from the
various agricultural societies afford ample
cevidence of activity and zeal, and (what
is of far greater importance) a general
desire on the part of members to devote
the funds at their disposal to the legiti-
mate objects contemplated by the Act for
Encouragement of Agriculture. Agricul-
tural Exhibitions and Ploughing Matches
have been held by some of the societies ;
but most of them have devoted their
funds to the purchase of improved breeds
of stock, in accordunce with the express-
ed views of the Board thaf the improve-
ment of stock should be the chief aim of
societies under the preseut circumstauces
cf the country.

In last years’ rep~rt to the Legislature,
the Board pointed out the propriety of
taking energetic steps for maintaining
and improving the breeds of horses and
cattle, by the importation of pure bred
animals from England. The committee
on Agriculture of last session reported
favorably upon this recommendation, and
suggested that whilst the horses should
be selected in Englaud, the horned cattle
might probably be obtained in the sister



