PLEASANT HOURS.

The Jolly Old Cooper.
HBY ALFRED KELWYN,

A 2oty oll coopor am 1,
Aund V'm mending this tub, do you see?
Thoe workuen are guue, aud [ uta alone,
Aud their tools are quite hiandy for me.
Now hammer aud hamnmer away
‘This boop 1 maost 6t to the tub:
One, two- but I wish it would atay—
The workinen have gone to their grub,
How pleased they will be when hey find
That Fcaudo work to thew nund ¢

Yes, a jolly old coopar—but atop ¢
What's tius? \Where's the tcb?
despair !
Kunocked into » henp there it lies.
Jo face thess now, how shall 1 dare?
[he knocks 1 have given the tub
Will be echoed, I fear, on my beasd.
They are coming! Oh, yes! I can hear,—
I can hear on the sidewalk a tread,
Shall 1 stay, and confess 12 was 1?
Yes, that's batter than telling a he.

Oh,

LESSON NOTES.

FIRST QUARTER
STODIES IN THX GOSFRL ACCORDING TO LUEE

A.D.28.) LES30ON IV. {Jan. 26.
TILE EAKLY MINISTKY O SKSUS.
Luke 4. 1422,

Memory verse, 15, 19.

Gorbrs Trxr.

His word wax with power. -~ Luke 4. 32
Tie.—April A D. 28

Prace. —Nazareth in Galileo—the home of
Christ's childlivod aud youth.

RoLERS. —Same us last lesson.

Honxzx ReADINGS

M. Luke 4.14.22,
Tu. Luko 4. 23.32
¥%. Luko 4. 33-3&
Th. Isa. 61,

£. Mark 6. 1.6,
8. Isa 42. 1.8
Su. Rom. €. 1523

QUESTIONS FOR HOME BSTIUDY.

L Prophecy, v. 14-19.
Where did Jesus go after his temptation?
What eftect had the temptation on him?
When did he pecform his first miracle ?
Mention some things Jesus did duri.g the
first year of bis ministry.
Why was he 2o popular at this time?
*Vhere was Nazareth?
How did Jesus observe the Sabbath?
How wero tho Old Testament Scriptures
written ?
From what roll did Jesus read?
Wky was he anoiated ?
Why aro we to bring the (Gospel to the poor?
Mention three blessings Jesus brought.
What took placo in the year of jubiles?
2 Fulpilment, v. 20.22
Why did Jesus hand the roll to the
miniater?
Of what wasit a sign when Jesus sat down?

Why did they all Jook ad
him with such attention?

How did they bear him
withess !

At what did they wonder?

Did they accept him?

AN ENTERPRISING
PHOTOGRAPHER.

Tue rocont war botween
China and Japan, which
now aoews to be practical-
ly over, fonunauly, was
watched by all the military
and muf men in the
world with a great deal of
mterest.

It was a nowspaper man,
and a Japaneso at thap,
who originated tho idea of
using & balloon to help
hum  get to the front, as
weil as to keep him safel
out of the reach of bot
contestants. He produred
a balloon, and had a pecul-
iar metal framework con-
structed, which held him
firmly in place under the balloon, and
left his arms free, so that he could use
them to write, or to work a huge camera
that was also attached and supported by
the same iron frame. By means of straps
over his shouldors and about his body he
could keop hunself moderately firm in his
position, and his camera reasonably station-
ary, except, of course, for the movements

of tho balloon itself, which he could not
regulate.

Several times this correspondent was
sent up in his balloon, and held by an

assistant with the help of a long ropu far
above houses, and even hills, so that he
could take photographs on his huge lens of
the general view of a battls, while he him-
eelf was oither too far away or too unim.
portant at the moment to the combatants
to tempt them to 6re upon him. In this
way he succeeded in securing some astonish-
ing views. They were, of course, very far
vemoved from the scene of action, too far
to givo much of the small details, but they
resented a bird's-eye view of the whole
ttle, which proved of great interest.

B O S ———

AN OLD PROVERB,

THE old Italian proverb, ¢ All roads lead
to Rome,"” meaning that there are many
ways of accomplishing an end, was, in
ancient days, not 80 much » proverb as a
literal truth. Asthe city of Rome graduaily
extended her conquests over the Italian
peninsula, esch new city added to her
growing ompire was connected with the
captal by a magnificent road, and Rome
ultimately became tho contre of tho finest
road system the world has over scen.
Jany cf these roads have endured and are
now in good condition.

THE MOON.

In a most interesting article in The
Youth’s Companion, the femous astronomer,
Camille Flammarion, gives the latest views
and discoveries in regard to our familiar
satellite.  Let us not forget, ho says, that
the distance from us to the moon’is only
two hundred and thirty-eight thousand
cght hundred miles. That distanco ig only
thirty times the diameter of tho carth—a
bridge of thirty earths would suffice to
connect the two worlds. A telegram from
the moon would reach us in a second and a
quarter.

Tho moon appears to us to be dead. We
see no movement of ses or clond. If any
bodies of water wore there, we could easily
sce the sun reflected in them as in a mirror.
We should recognize also the phenomona
of evaporation—clouds, rain, and snow.
But these we do not find.

Novertheless, wo have not yut the right
to be 0 sure. The strongest glasses do
not increase the apparent sizo of the moon
more than two thousand times. We do
not, that is to say, bring it nearer to us
than one hundred and nineteen miles.
Even that is too great a distance to pormit
us to distiuguish accurately the details of
the aurfaca.

ORYX GAZELLFE.

THE BMOST GRACEFUL OF
QUADRUPEDS.

Wz seo above the picture of one of thefl
ficotest, most boautiful and most gracefuld
of animals, tho Guzeolle. There is ang
almost ondless variety of this species, but
tho ono we see beforo us is the Oryx
Gazelle, a rare branch of the Auntslop
family. Tt has a light, elegant body,
slendor limbs, small hoofs anfl -
fully beautiful hide. Tho lstter is a deep
blue-gray above and snow white below,
divided by marked lines of jet black. 3

Housuep be the storms of strife,
The waves of discord still :
Once more thess words of life
‘¢ Peace upon earth, good will.®
Ob, may this Christigas be
A time to draw us nigh
By Faith to sing and sec
¢ Glory to God on high.”

—W. Blake Atkinson.

SUNDAY-SCHOOL §
LESSON HELPSS

FOR 1898,

PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES,

8vo, cloth, Price, $1.25.

uso, >

Hurlbut's Notes on the Inte

national S, S. Lessons. |
Witk MAPS, ILLUSTRATIONS, Ete!}

8vo, cloth, net $1.25. ;-

QUESTION BOOKS, in Three Grades

Each 20 centa. :

Monday Club Sermons on
S. S. Lessons.
12mo, cloth, $1.25.

Picture Liesson Roll 3
$1.00 per quarter ; $3.50 per yes
Berean Leaf Cluster.
$1.25 per quaricr; $5.00 per ’

Texts for 1896.
Prics, 3¢ ; per doz, 850

WILLIAM BRIGGS, !
Methodist Bookand Pablithing House’
Toroato, §

G W. COATES, Moxrazan
& P HURSLS, Hatg



