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attaclied to bis pbysiciani's dauigbter. 1-is
affection for lier, we arc told, %vas sucbi as
%would be inatural to cxpect of a gDreat belne-
factor of niankind, andi it endecl in a miost
hiappy niatrimionial union. Shior-t!y fter
his marriage lie resuiniad lus literary labors.

0f biis early productions, the lirst
%vas bis I' Vindita/ion o/ iVa/utralSoi/,
wbhicb appaared in 1 756, anîd a littie
later caie bis " Ideas (] Mei Subl/ime ziid
Beau/i/id. " l'be fornî-ci is an ironical
imitation of L ord Bolingbrokac's style, -ind
wvas so i)-rfect in its imitation that tbc
majoriîy of readers wvere led to bclicve it to
be a genuine production of tbis famious
inifidel Lord. For tbis reason it failed to
bave the affect desired by its autbor. In
bis other work on tbe "Sitblimle a7dl3eaiti-
fifi," thougi lie made soiiie great a rrors,
lie wvas more successful than ini the fornmer.
Ail tie gvcat critics of the day lauitded this
attamlpt, it:.d aven biis fatiier, Who bad been
disappointed and displaased %vitl hlmi on
account of bis hiaving, abandoned tie study
of law, wvs so dieligylited witli tuis work
thýat lie sent bimi a presen-l of /-ioo. A
couple of yaars later wve find our youiig

asint to literary faine cngaged in a lie
work--the " 4iwua/ Rer Ic. t mas
soniuc-what pravious to this tluat lie first
Manifested lus great interest in colonial
affairs, and gave proof of biis deep study
of Anierican matters, by the publication of
a work entitled " Velches of A;uerzcan

Zto>'"Tbus early in this greax ia'
life do we [mnd tracas of luis triendsbip) for
Amecrica.

Tbcse productions attracted the atten.
ion of sonie of tue leading public meni of

die tinre and opcned for- thecir aufuor tbe
%way to the political arena. 11n 1761 ha
wvas sent to Iraeland as priv'ata Secretary to

Siîge pec "Haîito. This situa-
fiou, thouglî bringing in a liandsonie
remiunaration of ZjJ300 per annuni, wvas
soon abandoriad on account of UtS baing,
inconsistent with bi£ liersonal independ-
ence. lia returned to l.ondon anîd tbere
nmada inany naew and influemîtial frieiuds ;
ainoii theni waere tui'aiarquis of Rocking-
hll)m and L ord Verna>'. 'lli former on be-
coming Prima Minister in 1 765, appoiiuted
Burke luis privata Secretary. Lord \Ternev
on the other biand, used bis influence to
secure for hlmii a seat in parliament. The
future great orator aind statesman, rirst sat

iin parliamlent as tie reprceantativa for
\Vecdover. 1le w~as not long a nîeîuîber
of thue 1-buse of Coltinons be(ore lue
bagati to attract great attention. ll cama
forwaid as a gallatît dcfemider of t'le oppres-
sed, and luis fiist speech, lîka lits last, and
aIl lus efforts, wvas iin bebiaîf of those Wlho
were înost lin iied of a friend. J-le on tlîis
occasion addiassad parliamaent on Anier-
can affairs, and this speaechî %von fromn fiiends
and fous alike niost favorable commants.
lis influence iv'as sooni faIt, and tia Rock-
iigham w Ministry, acting on bis advicc,
rapaalad tha Stamip Act. But this ministry
shiort y aftetrvards rcsignied and w~as suc-
caadcd by tlîat of 'itt. This gava
occasion for lus '" Sbort A«romn/ qj/a La/a
Shlori .14dmillis/ra(ion..

W\lien thue dabate on the freedonu of tbe
press opencd, lie took a very proninaiint
part, and randerad valuable assistance to
those cndeavoring to curtail thea power of
11e Crovn., 111 1774 hae wvas chosen to
represent i:o. During, tlîis terni hae
gave offeuice to miany of bis supporters by
the stand hae took on tha !nish Trade
Acts anid otier bills. Thiis, in tha enîd,
provad a new source of glory rather tbau a
datriiîient to thîe gYreat nman. It cccasionad
one of his greatest spieeches, w'biclu mnade
more mniifest tban aver to tia world, bis
sterlinîg clualities. Ha boldly, and for dia
first tinie inu thea history of Engliand,
asserted tha indepandaiice of reliresan-
tatives in parliamiit aind derfmned tlîair
duties. lae spokac too on tbe repeal of tha
duty on tea ini Anmerica. " Thuis sp)eechi,"
says a critic, " was the. graatast to whlicli
an asseinhly luad aver lis teiad, rapIate w~itlu
pliilosopiy' and adornid wvitl gorgeons
diction.» B3urka ivas nowv by ail] ackniio-
ladgacd ilie first orator olfiae realini. 'l'lie
cause of thea colonies agaiu and agaili callad
forth the tîmunder of luis aloquence, tili thîe
muinous policy of tia govarminent. ended
iii thîe overtlurow of Britisli autliority in
Aierica, and randered futile ail further
discourse on tlîis subject.

111 1 7S3 thea Rockingliaiii îîiîîistry wzas
agaiîî returiied to power, and Burka, uiide-
bis old leader, raccivcd tia offlice of pay-
malster*-ganarll and occupiad a seat at tia
cou ncil-board. As p)ayuiaster-,general, wva
are told, ha wvas niost scrupulous lin the
performiance of bis duties, arnd %vould, no
doubt, even ini our own days, afford an
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