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-the confidence of his teachers, the
respect of his fellow-students.

The summer bolidlays have corne
and bath Bob and Fi ank -re at
home; one the pride and joy of bis
widowed mother; crowned with the
highest laureis in bis class; the other
the sorrow -and disgrace of his doting
father, branded with the shameful
mark of an expeiied student. Frank
taok up irnnediately the manage-
mient of the paternal estate, wbiie
Bob lived the fast life of a gentleman
of leisure.

Soon the miutterings af wvar's
awful thunder disturbed the tran-
quility of Frank's lufe. A miiitary
conipany wvas forrned of the yaung
nmen in bis neighborhood and for the
position of captain two nines were
proposed Bob Stafford and Frank
Stevens. The outeamne of the vating
was neyer for a moment in doubt
and Frank was chosen captain and
Bob lieutenant. The thought that
poor Frank Stevens had defeated
hirn served but ta fan into a fierce
flame the srnouldering coals of hatred
in Stafford's beart.

The war begyan. Stevens marched
gaily away at the head of bis gallant
Ilttie band of boys in gray. The
company was stationed at Fort
Blank, the rnost important post in
theliunes of fortifications along the
Thonison River. The Union forces
were slowly but surely advancing
until ane day late in Augrust their
advance guards were within a few
miles of the fort.

Stevens had had occasion several
tinies ta repriniand Stafford because
of bis lax discipline. 0f course
Stafford obeyed, but it was thie obe-
dience of fear, not of respect. At
last a plan d-awned upon bimi by
%vhicli lie could forever ruin Stevens
witbout great danger ta himiself. He

caiied ta bis assistance an aid soldier
wbo had been a roustabout on his
father's plantation. Wbatever seru-
pies the aid fellow may have had
were quickly siienced by a few dol-
lars, and the knowledge that at last
hie was ta have revenge upon Stevens
who had often sent bimi ta the guard
bouse for intoxication.

Like Benedict Arnold in the reva-
lutionary davs, Stafford opened
communications witb the Federal
commander wîth the abject of be-
traying the fort. But hie forged
Stevens naine ta the letters -and used
the aid soldier for bis inessenger.
Ail was pragressing nicely, until anc
evening when final arrang'cements
were ta be made, the sentine] on
guard saw a soldier rnaving stealtbily
away fromn the fort. He chailenged
birn, but received no answer. The
saldier began ta run, anather chall-
enge, a sharp report and then tbe
sound of a body falling beavily was
beard.

Wben the corpse of tbe soidier
wvas broughit -%within tii. fort a search
was made of bis clothing. A packet
of letters was discovered <?i,,ing ail
the information regarding the fort,
and signed witb tbe naine of Frank
Stevens, caiptain in the I2tb regimient
of Virginia C. S. A.

The young officer was iimmiediately
arrestcd and confined, and precau-
tians were taken ta prevent the
capture of the fart. Stevens was
ta be tried by court martial on the
first of Septemnber.

Indignation at bis arrest caused
Frank to be morose and sullen. His
superiar officer beleived bimi iii no
way capable of sucb an action, but
iii the face of such daiining testi-
mony hie wvas forced ta treat Stevens
as -a traitar.

The days passed witb tortuaus
slowness until the rnorning of the
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