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zeal %% IUCeIL lia~s uinrked tlie recent efrorts of' our brethiren in Halifax
a îî eh.eîre, iiuav lie exiiibited bv the Order ge nerzilly tl rcgiu

1 lie P>rovince. 'rite iîîîportaîcîv of litulîiugi( public imeetingrs occasion-
affi, shouild auot lie overlooked. 'l'le judicious udvocacy of our
prî ncîples upon01 sticli <eîsn ivili gain fior iioso prîiciples a Nvicler
tîpread, and a deeper hid uipon tlim favorable * iudgînient of' thme best
portions of the public; wvhile the efflorts of those ivho inay in this
wvav consent to eînploy their talenits, will react favourably upon onr-
sves in xnany respects, and especiallv in keeping alive in our hearts

the true gouluts and spirit of our noble institution.
And iii addition to the frequent holding of public meetings, Me

wvould scriously eniquire, cannot the press be employed more
4eiliciently for the6 extension of our principles; and can we nrot intro-
(Ince froin the United States soine of the Temperance periodicals
aLnd oter publications, wvhicli shal. tend to keep alive and increase
the bearty interest of' our brethiren and of» the public in our favor.

The question respectingr the *propriety of applying to, the LegiEla-
tnre for a bill of incorporation, ivill probably be bronght before you.
On this matter 1 arn not preparcd to offer any decided opinion.
Sonie brcthren deem it unwise to ask for any legislative enactmnent;
others think sucb a bill ahsolutely needful for the safety of the Di-
vision ftnnds. I can ouly hiope that should this question bie brought
under discussion, it wvill receive vorir cautious andi deliberate judg-
ment, and that voit il bie guided to a right decision.

I have obscrvcd witli satisfaction that some Divisions have intro-
duced into tîteir flye-laws, certain guards for the maintenance of
thecir funds. The alterations to which, 1 refer relate to the lesseniing-
and limitation of wveekiy bu-nefits, and also a ]air to induce punctuali-
ty in the payment of dues,-as for instance prevcnting a brother who
ncgiigently suffers hiniself to becoine sonic months in arrears froni
receiving benefits until a certain tinte subsequent to the payment of
sucli arrearm. Sucli a rogulation wili be of utility in inany respects,
for althourth the benefit systeni of our Order is flot to be regarded.
a-s its principal object, but rathier ats a means towards the attammuent,
of a higlier, yc-t it mnust be felt, on var*ious accounts, to be a matter of
importance that our Division funds should be prescrved in a safe
and hcalthy sente.

In conclusion, brethren, let nie advise that wve foster in ail our
Divisions a steady and beconîincr zehl in our great cause, anmd that
we encourage ail our brothers who courageously takze thc forefront
in endeavourinti to rout the common foc. Letius keep otr rankstun-
broken,-strictly observe our excellent discipline, and as a rtnited
armyv press forwvard, shouldler to shoulder, confident titat though h
struggle may be liard, yet that vict-.ry is ours Onward la our
watchword, and glorinus success shall recompence our toi]. After a
vear of snch rapid advanceinent as ws the past, wc shotild flot have
wondered had there taken place a few desertions ftrm our ranks,
but happily we have flot to mourn over thie ninfalthfnilness of mni
and if sorne of our Divisions have had a little sifing, they wiIl therf.-
by, ivc hope, bc preparcd to act in thie fttre withi greRter efflciency.


