3y mouth of June : the first is Nicodeme,
<, a Roman priest and martyr, who is
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THE BLACK LETTER SAINTS. !I
It is frequently asked why it is, !
that while protesting against Romish |
error and superstition, we retaio in our
Caleuder, the names of thoee whom
Rome has cavonized and given torthem
the distinctive title of saints  And (o |

this question we have no sutistactory
reply ; although various reasons have .
been given for the adoption of them,
I all probability they marked the ob- |
© ., servauce of some events i political or !

: civil life which it was convenicut 1o,
. aotice ; and they were commonly dis-

: 20, ; i

. tirguished as Black Leder Days, bu, |

i

: without any regard 1o their being made
special holy days by the Church.  Of
these we have four noted iu the coming

Peter ; and having beew discovered as
a disciple of Christ, by the houorable
-burial he gave Felicula a Christian |
martyr, was beaten to death with |
f

i
said to have beeu converted by Saint |
1
|

leaden plummets by the sentence of
Domitian the heathen Emperor.

The next in order, is Bouifuee,
Bishop of Metz, a Saxon priest born
in England. His proper name was
Wirfied ; but, being sent by Pope Gre-
gory the second, to the vorth of
Kurope, from the success of his |
mission he obtained the name of * the
apostle of Germany.” e is repre-
scuted to have been a great triend and
fellow-worker of the Venerable Bede.
He is said to have obtained a martyr’s
crowy io Frisia in the year 755.

We could almost wish that some |
greater Louor had been put upon the [

17th dgy of this month ; as dedicated to i
the wggbry of our first Christian mar-
wyr dteAlban ; who, it not distivguish- |

¢d by the fabulous aclievement of St. ]
George on the battle field of the Cru- |
sades, far excelled lim in the self-
devotion of pure life and Christian

love. He owed his spiritual life to a
Welsh priest, and he bravely laid down
his own natural life to save the perse-
cuted mar who had converted him to
the faith of the Gospel. The story of

. his death may be acceptable to our

young parishioners, as showing the
power of a practical faith, Aunphi-
alus hiaving fled from persecution into
Kogland, was hospitably received and
cotertaived by Alban at Verulum in
Hertfordshire, vow called from him
St. Albavs; in which there still re-
maius the noble church dedicated by
the same name. There, when by
reason of the strict search made for
bis guest, he could eutertwin him 1y

i safety no longer, he dressed him'in his

owuclothes and by that means gained

. him an opportunity of escaping. But

this being sc n discovered, the furious
pagans summoued him to do sacrifice
to their gods; and on refusing, they
first miserably tormented him and then
put him to death. T'he ouly tradition-
al history we have of King Edward is
that he was barbarously murdered by
his mother-in-taw ; for what eause we
are not told ; and it is very difficult to
assign a reason for glorifying him in

' the Caleudar of the Chureh.
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EVID DAYS AND SEASONS OF

THE CHURCIL

The brauch of the Christiau Church
now found e:risting in Kngland; we
believe was planted there by one or
more of the Apostles. When Augus-
tine came over from Rome in the year

990, he found there the three orders of

clergy, aud a faithtul people attending
their  mumistrations. ~ Roman power
overawed these, and England’s Apos-
tolic Church was subjected to foreign
power for a thousand years, when the
yoke was broken. At the Reforma-
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