Lesson I,
Lesson, 2 Chron, 14: 2-12,

2, And Asp did thet which was good and right in
the eyes of the Lord his God :

3, Yor he took nway the altars of the strange gods
ang the high places, and brake down the iinages, an
cut down the groves ;

4. And commanded Judah to seek the Lord God of
thetz; fathers, and to do the law and the command-
ment,

6. Also he took awny out of all the cities of Judah
the high places and the images: and the kingdom
was quict before him, .

6. And he built fenced cities in Judah: for the
land had rest, and he had no war in those ycas; be-
cnuse the Lord had given him ress.

7. Therefore_he said unto Judah, let us build these
cities, and make about them walls and towers, gates
and bars, while theland is yet before us{ because
we have sought the Lord our God, we have sought
him, and he hatl given usrest on every side : so tirey
built and prospered.

REFORMATION UNDER ASA.
Read 2 Chron, 14, 13, 16,

October 2nd, 18g8,
Commit vs, 2-5.

8. And Ase had an arny of men thut bare targets
and spears, out of Judah three hundred thousand;
and out of Benjamin, that bare shiclds and diey
bows, two hundred and four-score thousand; all
these were mighty men of valour.

9. And there came out ggainst them Zerah the
Ethiopian, with anhostof athousand thousand, and
three hundred chariots; and came unto Mareshah,

10, Then Asa went out against him, and they set the
battle in arrny* in the valley of Zephathah gt
Mareshah,

11. Then Asa eried unto the Lord his God, and saiq,
Lord, it is nothing with thee to help, whether with
many, or with them that have no power: help us, 0
Lord our God; for we rest on thee, .nd in thy name
we go against this multitude. ¢ Lord, thouart our
God ; Iet not man prevail against thee,

12. So the Lord smote the Ethiopians before Asa,
and before Judah: and the Ethiopians fled,

GOLDEN TEXT.

¢« Help us, O Lord our God :
for wo rest on thee,”—2 Chron,
I4: 11,

LESSON PLAN.
1. Reform Through Faith, vs, 2-5,
2. Rebuilding In Faith, vs. 6-8.
8. Repulse By Faith, vs, 9-12,

Isaiai 81,

DAILY READINGS,

M. Reformation

Chron, 14:; 1-12,
T, God’s prefence, 2Chron, 17 1.9, .
W. A solemn covenant, 2 Chron.

15 ¢ 1019,
T, Cu}ll to repentance, Amos, 5:
D,

T. Trustin God,
S. God the strongest. Defender,

S, Reward of obedience,~Prov,
8: 1-10.—1,B. R, 4. Selections,

CATECHISM.

Q. 37, Whathenefits do believers
| receive from Christ at death?
A, The souls of believers areat
“their death made perfeet in holi
ness, and do_immediately pass
-into glory ; and their bodies, being
still united to Christ, do acst in
their graves till the resurrection,

u)ndc-r Asa, 2

Psalm 20.

LESSON HYMNS.
Nos, 217, 259, 254, 465.

Last quarter’s lessons lay in Isracl. Qur
wourse this quarter covers the history of Judah,
We begin with the third reign—the first re-
formation. The mark of Israel’s history is
apostasy, men falling away from God; of
Judah’s, chastisement, God leading men back
lt‘;q himself. Asa is the earliest representative

ing.

2% ©Of Asa.—He come early to the throue,
at 10 or 11. His very youth ‘¢ in part accounts
for his pious upbringing, for he would, duricg
his minerity, be under the gusrdianship of the
high priest.” Did CGood and Right. —Iu
1 i%ings 13, is added ¢* as 1id David his father.”
It is his conduct as monarch that is spoken of.
But his character as a man is described as
well, for personal views moulded kis royal
acts. Ho sincerelz' sought te plense God. The
two kings before him, when in straits ealled on
God, but this was not the general stamp of
vheir conduct. They tried to. serve two.
gggbem. Asa sought firsb the kingdom, of

3. Strange Cods.—All gods beside Jeho-
vah, but with a special reference., Strangers
were persons of foreign origin dwelling in the
land of Israel, principally remnants of the old
Conaanites. Strange gods were their gods.
High Places, Altars on the tops of %ills,
either for worship of God on lofty sites, or for
worship of deified heroes. "The Mosaic law
forbade =ll such places. Mpages, noy the

same word as in v. 5. Here it is “ things set
up,” anything set up as a centre for religious
gutherings, . g. the golden calves, Groves,not
trees, but images, probably a Syrian goddess,
Asherah, whose worship ‘was very impure.
images.—Sun-images, very likely of a coni-
cal form, and gilt.
4. Do the Law.—See Deut. 121 11.

5. Had Rest.~The whole era was a time
of unresb, See 15:5. The victory at Zem-
araim secured peace. Asa saw God’s hand in
this. He also foresaw attack, so he rebuilt
the walls of his cities. Faith did no$ say God
would defend him without walls, Faith is
never foolhardy.

9. Zerah.—In Hebrow called ‘the Cush-
ite.” Cush, as a country, lay south of Egyph.
The Cushites, as a people, spread from the
Tigris to the upper Nile. This great army
may have been from Arabia, but was more
probably from Bgypt. Mareshah.—Where
the roads from Egypt met. One of the border
fortresses Rehoborm had buils, Thiswas the
only time Judah met Egypt in battle on o
plain.

ff.~Asa’s prayer shows true faith. He wes
clearly wsed to prayer.

12.—The victory was miracle. Egypt wos
crushed. 300 years passed before she again
fought against Judah,
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