
The Brazon Serpent

and distres, physicai and sfpiritual, ]et us
cali upu the namne of the Lord. "Tit.'Lord
is our King; He will Bave us," Isa. 33: 22.

2. I#ruet rebellioujy and 8enituen of God. De-
liverance, and victury by the lîand ot tue
Alinighty were ixnmediately tollowed by
murnluring anud rebelin sgainst lii. (a)
The offenders piead hardships and privations
as timeir excuse, v.. 5. But who was to blame
for althose tliîgs? Had theynfot brouglit
thic upu)n themnselves? The rout ut thî'ir
oflences was inveterate unbeief. (Se Ps.
78: 22-25.) (b) Tiieretore, "the Lord . . was
wrotlî and su he kindled a fire againmt..
Iscaci," Ps.78:21. "He sent fiery serpentsi
amongtlîe peuple," v. 6. lu Isa. 14: 29asud
30: 6i, Ilflery flying serpents" "are spoken of,
but thers is nothing iii tlîe langumge ut ur
lesson suggestive of wiîîged serpents. The
H-ebrew seraph ineans tu burn, tue retereuce
being to the heat and tlîirst canseti by the'
poisunous bite et tue serpenîts. (c) Accord-
ing toDent. 8: 15 the region ln slîiclî Israel
suffered this plague wus intesteti by serpents
andi scorpions. Tihis, tou, is tue testimony ot
nmodern travellers. The words ut v. 6, lîuw-
ever, cunvey the ides ut a special infliction
uf jutigment by tus hand ut tue Lord. He
" sent fiery serpent@s" Mle " cummanded"
the serpente, Ainos 9: 3.

3. Istrad penin andi divird1 healeti. (a)
Atter there had been great mortality i» tue
camip (%,. 6) the people cuntessedl their sin,
the sin uf calnny against God's providence,
v. 7; Ps. 140: 3. (b) '1'ieir peniteuce druve
them tu Muses in humble acknowledgment
ut guilt, and lie eucceutuliy entreateti Guti
in their behaît. Reati 1 John 1 : 9. (c) The
renedy-a serpent ut bruss upu» a banner-
staff, viewed in itaelt, could neither hurt nor
heal. God's omnipotence effectei the cure;
sud talUs wus the connecting medium be-
tween Hlmanti edying. "Everyone (bat,
is bitten, when lie iuoketh upon it, shahl
live,"I v. 8. To "1look " in the langugge uf
Scriptnre le tu believe. to trust. " Look
unto me, and be ye savel, " etc.,Isa. 45: 22.
(Compare J»o. 3: 14.17.) We cau lîardly
imagine the unutterabis joy ut the peuple
when they discovered the miraculous efllcacy
ut God's remedy. One look, and tiîey were
hed: thousands ut men, women and chilti-

ren tliît iiîstauîtlv haved ; tliîir unourîîing
turned intu dlaninig, tue wlîole camup a
senle nf grateful juy. Aud su it is wheni
Christ, a ho wag typilied by tbu serpent of
brase is accepted. There was " great joy "
in Sainaria s lien the people heli'ved Plîilip,

wiîo preached Christ unto them, Actei 8 : 8.

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls
The Giolden Text ut tiîis leseon is indeuti

guldenî. It ets up tuiecross, roui whiiu flou
healiiîg sud lite eterujai. Tue Guiden Text
shulit tiieretore be takexi as tie pivot oui
whlîi tue teaclîing ut thet. lessouî shahl tunii
or rather the point tu be n'aclied sud matie
meinurble. Ties tiiree divisions uuay
mark the way :

1. Fail/ i riumphiny. It le nighi turty % ears
mince our last lesson, torty years ut dcsert
wanderinge, 14 :28:4. Tiîey are now back
at Kadesti, wiîeîce tue twelve spies had met
out. Tue Prumiseti Laud ie betore tîeîn.
Tue liard desert life lias jîjade tijein "'fit."
Tiiîy have learniet to trust tiod. Hence 'se
look for victory iii tii battis with tbe king
ut Arad, v. 1. A reverse at tue tiret drî,ve
thei to tiot, v. 2; andi tlîeir trust in Goti
brouglht victory. (For tue nature ut vows
anti ut tiis vow iii particular, ses Exposition,
tnder v. 2.>

2. .4Fl let. Thieir ont-cousins, thieEdom-
item, lied reiused theiu passage tiîronghi their
territorv,ech. 20: 2

î. Nothiug remaluetibut
to niake s long looprunîtti, goinigastarsoutli
again as tue " way " (caravan route> Ilut the
lRed &es." Delay aud disappointment, as
tiîey otten do, wure ont their trust iii Goti.
We are apt t0 be weakest at ur strongest
point. The vsry men wiîuhatiwunasvictory
tlîruuglî taith, now cry like cliildren in the
dark. (W'ork ont the deuails ut v. 5.)

3. Utibeiief piiihed, v. 6. Sec (liat tbe
talk about tue sort ut serpents, etc., dues flot
leadti clamîts away front the main point,
nanîely, tlîat the peuple were bitte» uft (le
deadly serpents becanse tlîey hall inuied
eainst (lot. "Tue sui tliat siiiuetli, it
shahl dis."

4. Faiih regored. It caine back by the
patuiway ut peliteuice. Aies 1 that tint siiocît
have to suîîite ur huarts betore tlîey will
meit. Lut let us le tlîanktLu for t)ie ainiting;


