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HATS. CAPS AND FURS.

N Toronto nîearly aill the wholesale
ilei and fur dealer. in particular col.
plain of the excessive freight rates
charged by the Amnericanl railroads
fron New \ork to Toronto. Raw
furs can be brnouglit from London via

o'rtland over the Grand Trunk t
Toronto ; ait a imuîîch chelaper rate thtan
froni New Vork to Toronto. The
rate fron .ndon to Toronto iii the

way imieitionedI first is about -:s. 6d. per toit measurenient or
for about iooo lbs. The rate front New York to Toronto is
$r.oS per liundred, furs being charged doulle fîrst class rates.
The rate from New York to Toronto for lides is on1ly 17 CeIts
per liundred for hides, but the I nterstate ('nnerce Commission
does miot allow raw furs to cove under this icading, and the
consieq1ueicie is iiat fur importations cone iosily via Portland
over the Grand Tiruink. Imînporters say thai the service fromt
Portland to Toronto is just as fast as from New Vork to Toronto,
cases ha% ing been loti ed where slipimîents took uch less tine
by the Cainadia n railway route. This speaks well for the manage-
ment oI the Grand Trunk.

'Tlire will undoubtedly be a suiimer fur trade in Canada
this vear. In the various counitries of Europe fur capes are
iicli worn during the summer by the ladies of these countries

on accoutnt of sudden changes and cool eveninîgs. Ili Canada
fur or fur.liied caples for stiuer evening's proiise to be more
popular than ever. In fact it would be bettier for the healtli of
the Caniadiani fair sex, if fashion would more sre igly decree
for fur capes for suuier evening wear. lut this is not the only
circuistance whichi foresladows a sumnier fur trade. 'lie large
influx of foreigners en route for the World's fair will no douht
have an effect on the fur trade. Mansy garmelnts of tie class
ientioned, and also of aiier classes, will be picked up by tour-

ists. Fur garments are clieap in Canada and this wili attract
imanyt' custoniers. F"ur dealers should wieiinever possible pre-
pare to take advantage of this to the fullest p'ossible extent.

A curious and startling statenent was recently mnade by a
fur dealer whein lie declarecd that lie could buy Canadian fors, in
imain cases, cleaper in l.ondon, Enîîgland, titan in Toroito. lie

declared that the trappers ail had the idea that their furs were
frst.class and deianded the best market price. lBuying in 1 .on-
doi at the commission merchantis' auction sales, the price could
be' suited to the quality, and stock was better assorted. Tl'he
conditions lunder which the sales vere coiducted left a buyer
free to cxercise his personal juidgient witlout any hindering
circunimstances, and consequently dealers preferred to buy tIhere.
''he freiglt to l.ondon and back again is a smiall consideration,
and even withi this added, lurs could be laid down here ten per
cent. clicaper in soie cases thai they can le bouglt frot the
trappers. Nevertlieless a large quantity of furs arc bought iii
tihis City and in Montreal, which never have perforiied the double
journey across the oceali. But the conmpetition for these may
have someithing to do witi keeping the price up. Siaill dealers
who buy all their furs on tle domiestie market pay good prices
for them ; while the large dealers prefer ins somte cases to make
their purchases at the l.ondon sales.

T 1H ELONDON rvR.t..

lroim March 13 to) 24th, the great sales Of fors weit an. flie
results are as follmvs.
Sea Otter.... . ..... i 23N per cent. higher that last Niarci

S " 4 4"1"0x, Silver........... 2 7
Iox, C lross.......- . . 5
.isher. ..... ......... 25

W'olverine ... ...... too
O tter ............... 15
L.ynx ............... o

lear, eliack......... 20
llear, ltrownii......... 4o
Foer, Griz.ly........ 15
llaver ..............

iarteno ........... ..

link, Eastern and Ilati.
f x . .. . . .. 1

Mslik, other sorts..... 1o
Skunik .............. 7
Fox, Red ..,.... .... 6
Fox, Gray ........ ... 1o

W ild t. .... ...... 25

lBadger. ..... ....... 25
Opossumv ............ 15
Raccoon, Northierni....

"4 We*stern... 7
" ';Outhl We'stern 14
"f southlernt.... 15

,Nltuskrat, Sprinig ... . .. I5
"e FAl....... Io
" WViniter .....
"g Illack. .. .. .

sansie as

liiglbcr tit

44 44

saille as

" " 'e

samec as

hihe' ta

Junte
44 

4

January

"4

''ie quantity of skunk offered at this sale was a few thousand
less thian last year, but in nost all the other leading articles the
stock offered was double and treble what it was last March.
This is conclusive evidence that instead of the crop being a
short ane, it has beci quite large.

The March sale is the last opportunity to dispose of furs to
advantage, and hereafter we nust depend upon the june or ne.\
Novenber sales, when the attendance of buyers is smialler, the
competition less and the skins less desirable, as they will contain
a good many late cauglht, sheddy and faded. There is also the
risk of another cholera epidemic, in which case furs would rule
very low.

{'he above report was received through J. & J. Lugsdin, of
this city.]

.11-%;E AND WOI.vERINE.

Thcse two furs are ruling high just nlow. Volverine is nuch
used as a cloak tritming, and its popuiarity shows the growing
favor o. natural color in firs, anîd the lessening demanid for dyed
goods. It ries oo per cent. higher thian it did a yearago.,i
Mink shows a corresponding increase. It lias a big call in the
L'nited States just now, and it hids fair to be the fashionable
article.

TnF t.E.DUNGHAs
l'he fedoras are selling fairly well for the general trnde. 'T'lie

Carlsbad is a prime favorite in browns and blacks. A grey
Carlsbad, with black band aid bindinig, is a taking novelty. The
Hloiîberg is also well to the front. But the hat of the day is
the Prince Arthur Derby, or similar shapes. Bliacks and colors


