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wisit their friends in the country; hence, from Sa-
turdey evening to Monday morning, the greatest

art of the City is uninhiabited, There are, in-

eed, in sotno of these parishes a few courts or
slleys tenanted by the poor, but the number of
such poor parishioners is very small. The result
paturally ix, that the clergy of the City of London
bave little or nothing to do on week-days, and on
Bundays their Church services are attended by
such scanty congregations, that a feeling of hope-
Jeas inefficicncy is apt to benumb the preacher's
energies; aud the work would in truth be far
more ¢Tectually done if there were fewer clergy-
men to do it, and fewer chiurches. Add to this,
that the City parsonage-houses, in a great number
of instances, have disappeared.
oult, sometines imposeible, for the clergy to pro-
care other residences in their parishes, or cven
within an easy distance of them, It follows that
8 great many of the City clergy, as by law enti-
tled, avail themsclves of the liberty of residing
any where within two miles of their church—a dis-
tauce which, in London, as may be supposed, al-
together isclates their residence from the parish.
Beveral of these incumbents are very valuable,
and the opponents of the prescat stato of things
urgo that that thus, in an age which cries out
against non-residence and sinecures in the Church,
you have the worst kind of non-residence, and one
of the worst i.inds of sinccure upheld by law, as
the normal state of our ecclesinstical arrangements
in the very centre of that diocese which might
reasonably be expected to sot an example to the
whole Church. As to residence, itis urged that

olsewhere, if the incumbent is non-resident, you,

have a resident curate in Lis place; but here the
incumbent being really non-res:dent, nominally
reeides, and is therefore under no obligation to
supply & resident substitute; while as to the
office of the City clergy being a sinecure—where-
ss, in sinecures properly so called, there is no
oure of souls at all; and therefore, ¢. g., no one
suffers from the clergy of a cathedral not attend-
ing to parish work—here, on the contrary, there
is & nominal cure of souls; certain persons, how-
over few, are in cach parish placed under their
own incumbent, and therefore withdrawn from
the pastoral care of any other clergyman; and
ot circumstances make it very difficult for any-
thing liffe efficient pastoral supervision to be ex-
ercised, and the incumbent is encouraged, by all
the circumistannes with which he finds himsell
surroundcd, to look upon his pastoral work as by
n0 means the chief part of what the Church re-
quires of him, indeed as scarcely worthy of his
attention. The result, it is urged, is, that—first,
there is great dissatisfaction amongst those who
8o live in the City—and I can testify that com-
laints have been sent to me, that if a man is ta-
en suddenly ill in the City, or a child requires
jmmediate baptism, you may go half over London
and look for a clergyman before the emergency
can be met—and, secondly, there is great diseat-
Iafaction, also, amnongst thuse who are interested
In the condition of the parishes in the immediate
vicinity of the City, where, perhaps, a parish of
some 15,000 poor comes close to snother with 150
poor at the most; aud whereas one clergyman re-
ceives some £800 a year for nominally looking
after the mall parish, there is no endowment at
all, and o1 y a few hardly-collected fees to remu-
wverate him who is charged with the laborious
oversight of the 15,000, while another parishclose
ot haud may be returncd as having no poorat all
sad & net incomo of upwards of £1,300 & year.
What I bave uow given is the statement of the
case, as urged against the contivuance of present
arrangements.
As you all know, this condition of things occu-
ied muuch of the attention of your late Diocesan.
hemes weresuggested tohim, perhaps, somewhat

It is very diffi- |

too wanguine in their expectations, and raher
rashly devised—which seemed to many likely to
lead to the pulling down of churches wholesale,
selling the site of church and Lurial-ground, and
carrying off the proceeds of such salesand the en-
dowments of the churches to meet the spiritunl]
wants of teeming parishes clsewhere. As thero
were many vested interests concerned, it was not
junnatural if a clamour was raised. Exaggera-
" tions had probably been mnde on the one side,
-and they were, not unnaturalily, met by exagge.
t rations on the other, It was represented asif the
, Bishop, in his engernees to build new churches in
, populous places, would respect no scruples, rcli-
i, gious or secular; was prepared at one blow to
,desccrate the tombs of thousands, and set awide-
.ly-spread example of turning churches into com-
mon buildings, such ns hiad no parallel evenin the
'.dnys of revolution and anarchy. The bestanswer
{to any such over-statements would bo to look at
i the bill which was actually introduced. Itmight
be that this bil) went rather too far. It was con-
; siderably nltered in passing through Darliamnent.
i Wo are bound to belicve that some improvements
, were introduced into it ; but some other changes
; were made also, which have hitherto caused the
| law founded on this bill to be wholly inoperative;
yand I fear it is scarcely to be expected that vy the
act as it at present stands, we shall be able to get
irid even gradunlly of the most acknowledged
'abuses.
THE PRESENT LAW AS TO THE UNION,
There seems to be a very general ignorance as
,to what is the law as it now entirely stands; I
shall therefore here cnumerate the provisions of
+the Act 18 and 19 Vic., cap. exxvii., by which
1this matter is regulated. The operation of the
1 act i8 limited to five years from the date of its re-
; ceiving the Royal Assent (14th of August, 1855).
Referring in the preamble to the Acts 1 and 2
Vie., cap. 106, and 13 and 14 Vie,, cap. 9, by
which authority had been given for the union of
t enefices in contiguous parishes under certain re-
strictions, it provides that coutiguous benefices
may be united without regard to the aggregate
population or yearly value, Tle mode iu which
this union may ! » effected is by a representation
being made to the Bishop of the diocese by the
inhabitants of the parisbes in vestry assembled.
i This is the first step required. The Bishopis, on
ysuch representation to make enquiry into the cir
jcumstances, and if it shall appear to him that the
usivn is desirable, and that the patrous are con-
senting, and that the patronage of any new
church or churches proposed to be erected under
this act, is to be vested in such putron or patrons
, a8 is provided in the act, then hc is to submit a
| statement to the Church Building (1. e. now the
Ecclesiastical) Commissioners; who, if they see
fit, ave to prepare a scheme for the union, and for
carrying out the other purposes of the act. If
the endowment of the consolidated parish appear
yuunnecessarily large, the commissioners are em-
+ powered, with tho consent of the patron or patrous
jof the parishes to be united, to transfer a portion
yof such endowment to another benifice in the same
idiocese. DPublic notice is to be given, that parties
interested may have opportunity of showing cause
lwhy the scheme proposed should not take effect;
i but if no objections are raised, or the commissio-
iners overrule such oljections, then the scheme
{ shull become law on its being sanctioned by order
it of her Majesty in Council, the rights and interests
l;of all existing incumbents bemng preserved. As
( part of such scheme, it is lawful for the comuiis-
i soners to provide for the pulling down ur removal
of any existing church or parsonage-house in
either of the benifices proposed to be united,
aund for the sale of the materials, furmture, and

sell nor let any burial-ground, nor the site of any
chureh in which interments have taken place,

,  This act I have stated has, in no instance that
T am aware of, been as yetput inforce. Wemay
i be surprised at this ; for at first sight it scems to
. meet most of the difficulties complained of : but

' there i3 a great obstacle in the way. Tho move-

| ment must in each instance originate with the
| vestries of the parishes to be united ; and experi-
, ence scems to show that the vestries are scarcely
, sufficiently interested in tho contempluted im-
, provenients to make them take upon themsclves
| the responsibility of initiation. Somo change in
the law in thisrespect is required beforeany thing
etfcctunl can be done, an opportunity for fresh lo-
gislation is obriously presented by the limit as to
the time of its operation, which will causo the
prescat act soon to expire.
THK REAL AMOUNT OF EVIL.

And, now, beforo wo go further, as I have said
: that there certainly has been exaggere**on onthis
i subject on both sides, I sbould wish to state calm-
i ly what [ consider to be the real amount of the
evil thus calling for a remedy. I am byno means
of opinion that it would be n good state of our
ccclesinstical arrangements, if all the parochial
,cures in London were cqually onerous. Nay I
should consider any change by which every in-
cumbent amongst us was obliged to have the over-
sight of several thousands of souls, to be a real
calamity. In London, of all piaces in the king-
| dom, we require a learoed as well as A laborious
clergy. A tearned clergy can never be maintain-
cd in any Church in which every clergyman is to
; be overburdened with laborious practical work.
{ The chinnges which have taken place in our eccle-
i sinstical arrangements of late years (ready as lam
to allow the great benefits that have on the whole
resulted from them) have, to my mind, been made
without sufficient attention to these principles.
Some Linve seemed to think that the perfection of
our Church will be found when the whole country
is subdiviled into parishes with two or three
thousand souls, and every clergyman is 8o occu-
pied by the pastoral oversight of his flock, that he
cannot possibly, without neglect, secure half an
hour a day for the study of theology, still less of
generat literature. 1 totally differ from all such
Church reformers. I believe the influence of the
Church will 8ink rapidly if amongst its clergy we
do not number many names of men who can move
the age by their literary and intellectusl, while
others move it by their direct pastoral, influence.
Sitting in this cathedral, and speaking as compa-
ratively & young man of one advanced in life, I
muy be allowed, without any appearance of flat-
tery, to point toour Deaconal chisir as a proof how
valuable are posts of comparative leisure provided
for our clergy, that those amongst them whom God
has blessed with high intellectual powers may
produce great works of theological literature. 1
um not satisfied that all such men should be col-
lected in our Universities; neither, indeed, do L
see that our Universitics, with all their late im-
provements, lave as yet provided a sufficient
number of posts for such men; and if they bad,
I should by no means he ready to surrender them
all to two sister dioceses, and leave this centre of
the Church of England, and of our social and po-
litical life, where learned men of all other profes-
sions congregate, without its fair shave of learned
clergy. 1 am aware that you cannot make men
learned by giving them leisure for study, but itis
certain that it is very difficult for them to become
{ learaed without it. Now, since the priucipal part
1 of the vevenues ot this cathedral has been appro-
| priated by Parlisment to other purposes, we must
) be contented if wo find any where amongst ussuch
' situations as may advantageously be held by

site of the same. with this restriction, provided
they do not sell the communion plate, and ueither

clergymen of studious habits without their ne-
-givcting any direct calls of praciical duty. We



