THE CANADA

LUMBERMAN,

IMPROVEMENTS IN MACKINERY.
BE B, B RICHARDS, IN THR * LUNBER WORLD.”

When I was about sixteen years of ago, my
father got an idea into his head that T had the
making of o first-rato illwright in mo, and so
took me in hand to develop my capabilities.
tlow well ho succeedod T shall not attempt to
asy, nor do I beliove the reader would bo inter.
ested in knowing, I have, so long as T can
remember, had o liking, natural or acquired, I
esn't say which, for machinery and mechanical
combinations, and, looking back to my boyhood,
an recall many crudo attempts to dovise means
0 lighten, what I then belioved were the ardu.
ous labors imposxd upon me. My inventive
facultios were not, however, equal to tho task of
decreasing the amount of physical exertion
necessary to tho accomplishment of iny allotted
tasks, although I experienced littlo difticulty in
petforming them in & manner essentially differ-
ent fromn that usually acceptod as tho most sen.
sible.

As I grow to manhood, I gave no little time

and thought to devising new methods of per-
forming mechanical operations, and shall never
forget the timo when my first application for a
\atent was allowed ; nor iy feolings, when I
reccived, at our littlo country post offico, the
huge envelope, with the portentous words print.
od theroupon, * United States Patent Offico;
Official Business.” That envelope stamped me
asa man of noto; the go-armment had, after
potient labor, and diligen. .search, conceded
the fact that I had discovered and utilized some-
thing now ; that thissomething new was worthy
«f governmental recognition, and thet so valu.
able was it, I should have solo property right to,
and in it, for the term of fourteen years, with a
privilego of oxtension of this proporty right for
seven years longer if I desired.  Ourlittlo town
Ead nover been tho home of an inventor, and 1
atonco becamo an objoct of interest to every
dweller thercin. No one seemed to give the
subject of how I should realize a fortuno out of
my invention, a thought, nor did I at first. I
was an inventor ; I had a patent, and what more
oould a man want? I was congratulated on
¢very hand, and more than ono expressed the
hope that I would not think of removing from
the village. 1 endeavored to wear my honors
moskly, but it is not in human nature to resist
being condesconding to those who have looked
upon you a3 being something inforior to thom,
when, by reason of the cxertion of your own
powers, you avo enabled to overstep them in
popularity, and I am afraid I more than once
entertained tho suspicion that I was superiorito
the majority of my companions.

After somo months it occurred to mo that it
would be a good idea to sell my patent. X con-
fess it appeared singular that capitalists and
manufacturers in tho largo cities had not beon
wround to seo me in reference to buying mo out,
tut attributing this to ignoranco, upon their
part, of the fact that such a patent had beéon
granted, I started out to enlighten them, How
well I remember the old mother, as with one
band in mine, and the other holding ono corner
of her apron, she bade me good-bye, with mnany
injunctions as to care of my money and person,
and cautious to “‘bowaro of them patent fel.
lows,”  Dear old lady, she had full faith in her
boy'’s smartness, if the *“ old man™ was at times
somewhat skeptical. I had never been very far
or very long away from home beforo this, and
theiinportance of the trip rendered it nocessary
that all tho village should be aware of tho date
of my intended departure, so that I Iacked not
for hand.shakings and good wishes when I
started out.  That poriod of my lifo is particu.
laly pleasant for me to remember, 1 had a
iatent ; I was going to sell it ; I should comu
hotae rich. Railroads in those days were not
% numerous as now, and I had to go by stage
somo sixty miles to reach my destination, where
Tamived late and tired in tho evening. The
vext morning, after a long talk with the hotel.
keeper, in which I told him X was an invontor
and had o patent to sell, information which did
ot seem to impress him as I thought it should,
Tset out to find a firm that was engaged in the
maaufacture of such machinery as I had invent-
o, and & briet sketch of my interview may
poaaibly prove intoresting.

Enteriug the offico I was met by an old gen

tloman, with a red flatnol shirt. on, sleoves rolled
abovo his clbows, hands covered with jron filings
and oil, who inquired what T wanted. Isaid:

* You manufacture and sell wood-working
machinery !

¢ Oh, yos,” ho replied, ** can we do anything
foryou? Our stock is quite complete, and our
terms quite ax libetal as other makers.”

“I am not desiring to purchase, not being
ongagod in the wood.working line, at least to an
oxtont that would justify mo in tho omployment
of machinery,” I said, *but I havogiven a good
deal of atudy to mechanical dovices, and havo o
patent—-"

“ I am quito busy,” interrupted he, “and am
not very much interested in such matters any-
Low, 80 you will oxcuse me if I say that wo have
all tho inventive ability in our ostablishinent
that wo at present can employ.”

““But,” Lroplied, X am not looking for em-
ployment. I havo a very good trade that keeps
mo busgy—" *

“ Better atick to it,” ho broko in.

“Well,” said I, * as you do not appear to care
about looking into tho matter, I will not take
up your time. There is another cstablishmont
hero ongagoed in the samo lineg, and if you will
tel! mo whoro tiioy are Jocated, I will not trouble
you furthor.”

“ Well,” said he, ¢ you have a patent. What
ig it for?”

““ A saw table,” I replied.

“ Have you a model with you?’

“Yes, and my patent.”

“Woll, I'll look at it, although such thuugs
don’t intercst o, and I have but littlo time to
gpare. Come in and sit down."”

Wao went into an inner rvom, and I took out
my mnodel, which, by the way, had cost o
many days of patient labor, and was very olab.
oratoly gotten up, and ho examined it.  **Let's
s¢d your patent,” said ho.

I handed it to him, and after & few minutes
examination, he returned it with the remark,
1 don't seo az it would bo to our advantage to
take hold of it.”

¢ I there any objection to tho uso of the do-
vice?" 1 asked.

‘“ None at all,” said he, *if you can get any
one to useit.”

“Well, if there is no objection to the uso of
it, why wouldn't it bo to your advantago to
secure the right to build it "

““How much do yo consider the patent
worth ?” he asked.

‘It ought to Lo worth about ten thousand
doltars,” I replied.

*“The question,” said he *is not what it orght
to be worth, but what iz it worth

“If T could disposo of it at onco, I would be
willing to take five thousand dollars for it,” X
answered.

“ Good," said ho, *‘now we are arriving at a
basis for negotiations. ILet mo ask you how
lovg a time it took you to conceive and develop
thisinvention ! ’

I could not sco what '.. was driving at, g0
replied that from childhood I had been noted for
“tinkering” and trying to invent somcthing,
and that I belioved I had a gift that way.

“Tct meput thequestion o you another way,”
said he. ‘“*How long did you study upon this
saw table beforo you conceived tho iden of the
combination you have made ?”

*Qh, no timo to speak of," said I, ‘it came
to mo all at once, as it woro ; that is. I con.
coived the idea that asaw table susceptible of
tho changes of position and relations to the saw,
such as I have made, would be vory conveniont
to tho user, and of moncy value to mo, so after
s fow days of thought upon the matter, I made
a model and applied for a patent.”

¢ Did it take you a month to do all this ¥ ho
asked,

1 think not so long as that,” said 1.

““What did your patent cost you ¥

¢ Nearly fifty dollars.”

‘* Just stop out into tho shup with mo a few
moments,” said he.

We went out, and, guing straight to tho
¢ buzz-saw,” ho picked up a picco of hnard,
and, 1o & few moments’ time, by the aid . some
thiu strps or thicker blucks, had cut that buaid
up into pieces, the sawed edges of which pn
sented various angles to tho otiginal flat surfaco.

Calling a boy, he directed him to take the pieces

into tho engine-room and wo returned to tho
office,

When wo wero seated ho sald, ** I havo taken
you out into my shop only to show yon that up-
on my old saw table T can porform the snine
operations that you edan with your improved and
patonted aurrangemont. 1 can do overything
you can, with ns great accuracy, but possibly
not quite 8o quickly. You come to mo with
your invention, that haa takenbut littlo of your
time to doviso, and necessitated bLut n slight
outlay of monoy, and ask mo to pay yon the
snug sum of five thousand dollars for your
patent. If I could not, upon my old saw table,
do what you can upon your improved one, nnd
if it was cesentinl that theso operations bo per-
formed, the prico you put upon your patent
thight bo reasonable. IfI buy your patent, 1
must have some prospect of gotting my money,
with a reasonable profit, back again, I fail, at
present, to seo how this can Lo done, and, of
course, am not inclined to purchaso at your
prico.”

** What, in your opinion, isit worth? 1 in.
quired.

1 should not care to put a value on it,” ho
roplied ** but I will say this; if your invention
were my own, I should not use it for the reason
that it would only add to tho expenso of making
an urticle, in which there ig now very little pr.
fit, without in any manner adding to ite seal
utility, You aro a young man, ondeavoring to
make money without working for it, uncon.
sciously perhaps, but nevertheless endeavoring
to do so. Tako my advice, go homo, and to
work., You say you have a good trade. Stick
to your trade, and save your monecy. Invent
all you please, 80 long as you don't neglect your
business, but don't attempt to <ll a patent un-
til you know you have something that will facili-
tate operations, thereby cheapening the cost of
performing themn, or that will simnplify tho moth-
od of performing them, or that will permit of
new operations being perfonned.”

I wont home, but it took mo a long time to
comprohend what tho old man meant.

IRWIN & BOYD

Commission
Lumber Dealers,

FORWARDERS,
StippingaGeneral Agents
PORT HOPE.

PCRTLAND FOUNDRY.
JOSEPH MGAFEE,

(Late Axovs McArxs.)

Warehouse, Main _S_t., St. John, NB,
AGRIGULTURI&_IHPLEMENTS.

MAXUFACTURKR OF

Cooking, 8hip, Parlor & Office Stoves

MILL GASTINGS,

Ship Windlasses, Capstans, and
Ship Oastings of all kinds,
(MADE TO OllDEl.l.)

Power Capstans, Patent Ship Pumps
1y With Copper Chambers. 120
Lead Scuppers & Water Closets & all
goods in my line for Ships' use.
“Vork done to Order with Quick Despatol.
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Remember the addruss,

WL F.CRUMPTON

¥3 King St. East,
TORONTO.
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Phadial 214

Cures Cholera,Cholfera Morbus, Dy-
sentery, Cramps, Colic, Sea Sich-~
ness and Summer Complaint ; also
Cholera Infantum, and all Com-
plaints peculiar to children teeth-
ing, and will be found equally
beneficial for adults or children.

FOR SALE BY ALL DRUGCISIS.
T. MILBURIN 2 CO.,

Prate ietors, Toronto.
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Wo have added to our plant all the latest hinproved
niachinery for Elcetro and Stercoty ping,and themanu.
facturo of Prnters ) wtan, faclities fur exccudng
work whicls un athey -alal.liu‘unmt in the Dominion
waseeey, and not excellot by auy on the coatinent.
A largo assortiicint o vasesus Cuts cunstantly on kand.

FLEMING & SON

L4 26 Cojborne it., Toronto.



