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low, you aguin ask, can they be pleasant?
We lnve always looked upou religion, nd svme-
thing gloomy, and oue reason, why we hiuve nut
become religious, is beeause we thought that
it would stup all our youthful cujoyments,
Butit is not, iy young readers, what you think,
for the thoughts ol the young afe often sinful
and foolish. Who isitthen that tellsushere that
tho ways of religion are plewsaut? It is Solo-
mon.  And who was Solomon?  Any of you
catt 4t oice auswer, e wasthe sun of Duvid,
the King of Jeracl, and the wisestof men.  The
wigest man, that ever lived, has then said, that
itis a delightful thing to bo religious.  Qught
you notto believe him 3 Lut yousay in reply—
“ We never knew Solomon, 1le lived aud died
a geeat many hundred years ago.  Auditinight
have been all very true in Sofomon’s days, but
yet not uow, Mauy peraons, older thun we,
havetold uy, thut religion is u gloomy thing,
and have discouraged us from seekisy it But,
iy young friends, when they give vou such
advices, you should ask them, if they have
fuuud religion; for, if they have not, hlow can
they tell you, whether it be pleasiut or painful,
Once when Dr, Halley, 8 wicked infidel, was
talking iundidcelity before Siv Jsae Newton
the latter thus addressed lim “ Dr. Halley,,
“Lamulways glad t hear you, when you
* apeak about astronomny, liccause that is a sub-
«ject you have studied and well undersand ;
* put youshould not talk of Christinnity, for
* you have not studied it, I huve, aud um
* certain that you know nothing of the matter,”
So those, iy youthful readers, who say that
piety mukes people sad, suy €0 because they
** kuow nothiuy of the matter.”

Many peaple in Britain think that this coun.
try is a vast forest, full of wolves, bears, and
otlicr wild beasts ; aud that, as they travel
through it they will light on alittle log shanty,
hiere and there, containinga famisy of settlers,
while all around lies an unbroken forest, Now
why have they this poor opinion of the coun-
try 1 Simply because they have never seen, or
vexd, and thought much about it. Ko many
personsbecause they have never travelled God's
road, belicve that it is a very sad and disinal
path.  You know, that I would not willingly
tell you what is untrue, and I therefore expect
that'you willgive heed to what 1 now ey,
tlmt.i have travelled shis road, and found it
much more plensant than that of ein.  And
wany others state that they have done the
same.  They have first tried the broad way of
sin fdt it to be very unpleazant; and having
Lacs Joad by Gadinte the narraw
found it most  delightful,
thonsands of good poople tell you, that the
paths of religion areliap:py pathe, but God says
the same thing. It was e, who inspired Solu-
mon to write ** Her ways are ways of pleasant.
uese” Tho book of I'roverbs iv God's book.
The words are God's worde, though Solomon
was the instrument, or pen, hy whoin God
wrotethem,  Hethen, who cannot lie, has said
that* Her waysare waysof pleasantnesa” By
thinking, or believingotherwise, youmaka Him
a liar.  Ol! wmy young friends, lie not decviv-
ed. God is not o bemocked. The true wav
to bo unhiappy, Loth liere and hereafter, is to
chouvse the ways of sin. The trae way to be
happy,is to chovse the ways of God, But
some of the more thoughtful among you sy to
me again,  The Bibleis full of the sorrows of
Cliritiang,  Look at David, Mosce, 1%au), and
many vthern Was ot Moses often in great
straite?  Does unt David, sax 1 am tronbied ;
I am bowed down grestly, ] o moUrning
all the day o o 5% Daes not
Pandapeak thas? “in wesrine.s sud HESRITIN
ness, i watcilogs ol'en, i sanger wie shirst,
in fastings olten, in colland nahedi s wid
Jo.(‘l hie notggive o o rnfal o e of his
grievous sufieringd w2 Cortniliage ad, 24,9
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You think perhaps that I caunot auswer you
now aml that religion after all ouly brings peo-
ple into trouble, ~ But, my youthful readers
ean you tell e this? What was it that eans.
ol their sufferings 1 Was it their piety ¢ No.
It was their own sing, and the wxcke?lucss of
their fellowmen, It s not religion, but the
want of it, that mukes men miserable.  Does
Moses, or David, or Paul wish to forsuke God,
beeause they have eo much sorrow.? MHear
what they say. “If thy presence go not with
me, earry ugnot u{) hence ” (]ixoﬁus 33, 15.)
“ Whotnhave Iin heaven but thee? Andthere
is none upon carth, that I desive beside thed”
Pl 78, 23.) Who shall separate us frota
the Jove of God 1" (Romans 8. 35). Through
sin and ungodly men, they suffered, but their
picty took the sting out of their suiferings. A
better reply will, however, be found in thetwo

uestions, which Iuin now going to ask you.
(\tho wus the greatest eufferer, thut ever lived
upon the earth?  Was it Moses, or Darid, or
Paul, or who? Jesus Christ.  And who was
the most happy person. ?  Jesus Christ. You
thus see the greatest happiness united with the
greatest su!l‘crinﬁs. There lived uearly 200
years ago, a godly minister, named Samuel
Rutherford. le wasatoue time put intopris.
o in the city of Abecdean, for serving Christ,
rather than man, Now hear, what he says a.
bout his sutferings, for gaelsin those duys were
much more uncomfortable than they are with
u3, Christ, suys he, * Latl made iy prisonmy
“palace,” u garden of plensures, a fiekl and
“wrchard of delighta,  God forgive them that
“paise il report upon the sweet cross of
“ Christ.  Those who'takeit on them, find it
“ such a burden, as wings are unto & bird, or
“sails to a ship”  Aud yet this mau so happy
aud g0 hopeful, was a prisoner, in daily danger
of being put to death.” Say not, believe not
thea, wmy dear readers, that veligion is, or can
be a gloomy thing, Itizonly the want of it,
that makes !l\t-ol)le sad. {thu travelling
along our roads in mid-winter, you kuow that
sometinmes we hiave to leave the well, Leaten
track, and go intothedeep suow, The travel.
ling thus becomes heavy and difficult.  The
horse rlungcs with difficulty through the deep
wreaths, and cuts his legs in the effort. The
harnessis straincd, and frequently damaged
‘The cutter is often broken or upset, and “be
progress mude is stow; and fatiguing to the
pony. How much more casily and quick'y do
we glide along the regular track? And such
is God's way.  llehas beaten for lis people a
plain path through the sanows and sorrows of
this warld,  Zometimes it runs up and down
hill; aud then the traveller has to be careful,
somctinesit glides through forests, and at other
times through fertile fields. Iiut cverywhere
God has smoothed and beaten itdown, and the
sound ofheaven's sweet musie flaats ulong it, &
sound far more joyful than the jingling of eur
eleigh bells, and cheers many & weary pilgrim
on his heavenward journey.  But tne broad
way has no smooth track.” It isfull of eradle.
holesund sidelings.  Those, who travel it, go
plunging licre and there in the snow, uicet
with many upsets, are dreadfully shaken and
bruised, and soon grow weary, aod dishearten-
ed. Leunumbed by the cold, thiey at last fall a.
sleep, until they are awakened by the voiceof
death; or they plange through wreaths on
wreaths, until, bewildered by tie falling snow,
and benumbed by the piercing cold, they lose
themscives amidst the swampe and wastes of
liell. Which will you choose, iny young friendsy
the pathiz of picty and pleasure, or the ways
of stuandsarvow, Ul this very day, chovke
Cirisg, zud give Hun your heasts,

Bat some doubimny still existin your minds,
You caunot umderstand how there is#o much
P!casurc ia picty, and you seek so~1emore in-
ormation on the point.  Now, if you were

#tting ont on a journey, just think what

\\iﬁuld be necessary to make the trip agree:
able,

Do you not require u good conveyance? If
it be an old rickety wazgon, without springs,
you are so shaken and jolted, thut the journey
must prove digsgreeable.  But what a splen-
did ehnrivt God has provided for His pilerima.
It was made in heaven.  Of what youinquire,
33 it tande? Of silver? No, of something figer
thau silver, OfGold ? Something more precious
than gold. Whatean it be? 1t is formed of
three substonces, each one of which i3 most
precious,  They are the infinite power, the
unierring wisdow, and the surpassing love of
God, ‘These he welds togethe:‘. and out of
them forms a carriage for his people.  Would
you not Jike such a” conveyance?  Chirist has
countiess numbers of theseull ready made, and
offera them to you. 1t can never,be upset. No
part of it can ever be brokem, Its tengue
never breaks, Its pole never splita,  Its tires
never conte off,  Its horses never grow  weary,
or lurt themselves, It never needs repaire,
and hinrd usage only makies ita paint bLrighter,
aud its wholeappearance more lovely, Do you
not also need & good map? I recolleet, when
first coming to reside among you, that 1 was
sadly puzzled with the numerous concession
andother roads.  And as there is no large map
of this, and the adjuining townships, 1 often
took the wrony road, and had frequently to
seck divection regarding ny \va?'. What a
valuab'e boon would a goud map have proved,
i€ it lnd correctly 1uid down every roud, and
the exact site of every dwelling. Ilow much
more casy it would thien have Leen to travel
From how wany hours of perplexity, and from
how many miles of unuccessary travel, would
Ihave been spared.  And such a map s otill
mnore necestary to guide on the way that leads
to glory. ‘Lhere are so many by-paths, and
8o many ncorrect maps and false directions
that witl out such a guide, no person could find
the righ. way. But where, you anxiously ask.
is such 4 work to Le obtained? We dont re
member having cver seen it. Do younot? 1

sce T just now. It must e the Bible. You
ar. right.  “Scarch the Scriptures.” Have
you ever scen the map of & Surveyor? Mow

carefully every place is markedinit, and what
proofs it shews of constant use,  Me finds it
nccessary to study it with peculiar care, And
should you not still more diligently study your
Libles? There ave few rights more agreeable
to a pastor than to sce & young personi possess-
ed o(l a well-thumbed Bible.  Andthicrcare few
surcr signsof its being seldomread thanits being
brought forth from some corner of & trunk, as
fresh and new-looking as when it was bLought.
Study your map well. Not that you are te
abusc it, but eo study it, that you muy discover
the rarrow way, that leadsunto life,” Wehave
been told of & poor woman, who was uuable to
read, hut whose heart God had touched with
Jove for 1lis word. So anxivns was she to hear
ita precious teuths, that out of her scanty carn-
inges, she paidanother woman a penny a week
to read to lier portions of the holy oracles,
Ol when will you value your Billes ae
she did  De DBiblercaders. Be Bille stud-
enta,

In addition to a good couveyance and a good
map, do you not require a good guide? When
strangers visit the 1loly Tand, one of the firet
things which they do, is togeta faithiul guide,
who knows the languayte of the country, and
can guidethem in teaveliing from placeto place.
So iu the road to hiaven, so many paths ruu
alongside of it that i3 somctiines not easy, cven
with the ma), to find the rizhd way,  Christ
lis, however provided for this want.  * Newer-
thcless 1 tell you the truth, it is expedient for
“you that Igo away; for,if I go not away,
*the Comforter will not come Uuto you ; but
*if 1 depart, I will scud him unto you.”
Jolin 16. 7.)  * Howbeit when b, the Spirit



