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wotk had extended to the Colomwes.
I'he society urged the educaton of
chaldren 1 thar three-fold natuee
rehigion for the soul, secular teachng
tor the mnd, industoal traming to en
able them to provide for thar bodily
wants i and it “trusted  that these
efforts to educate the clildren of the
poor would prove a powerful argument
to engage others in better circum
stances to make SO necessaty 4 pro
vision for their children” ~the germ,
surely, of secondary education. In
1811 the educational work thus maugun-
rated by the S.P.C.K. becatne so great
that it demanded a separate orgamza
tion, and so the National Society came
into being. This daughter society,
from its foundation to the year 1870,
when (in England) the State took up
the educational uestion, spent £13,
139,928 on the building and mainten
ance of schools for the poor, and still
continnes 1ts labours. The splendid
patniotism thus shown by the S.P.C.K
and the National Society bore fruit in
the Act of 1870, which was originally
designed to second, not supplant, the
educational work of the Church of
England. The S.P.C.K. is still actively
engaged in furthering the religious
educauon of the young, although it has
now, so to speak, shifted the base of its
operations from schools 1o training
colleges, which are now, as the Bishop
of Durham says, * the mast important
factor in the future of religious educa-
tion.” In another way, which is com-
placently regarded as a discovery of the
end of thc nineteenth century, the im-
portance of providing good readinyg, the
society was for scores of years in ad-
vance of its age, for it was the pioneer
of public libraries. Almost simultane.
cusly with the establishment of is
schooals, the society began the work of
printing aad circulating cheap, whole-
some literature ; literature which, in
the course of the two centuries, has
found its way in many tongues all over
the globe. What it 1s now may be
gauged from the fact that the annual
circulation of the S.P.C.K. publications,
exclusive of Bibles, Prayer Books and
tracts, increased from 3.016,815 in
1882 to 8,000,000 in 1896, and during
the last year the circulation has further
risen to 8,588,002 ; £12,000 worth of
books are annually given away by the
society. Its books are everywhere, and
wherever need exists there the society’s
hands are stretched out with books to

cheer, to teach, to solace
from the sale of the remamder poes to
help on the work of spreadig Chistian
knowledge  Other branches of the so
ciety s work include the tranng of Jay
helpers for Church work . spiritual
work among emigrants . the building
of churches, schaols and colleges w the
colonies, and svo on.  In the last sixty
vears 1t has speat not far short of half
a milhon dollars y helpinyg to raise the
number of coomal and  missionary
dioceses from seven to ninety two,

The above detals of the story of
the S.P.C.K. are culled from the col-
umns of Church Bells of Jan, 25, 1893,
and March 4, 15gs

To all interested i Church Sunday
School work we can heartily recom
mend the publications of the society
for Sunday School libraries there are
none better--none so vood. Nor does
any Sunday School paper excel the
society’s * Dawn of Day” —(at one
halfpenny) —for good, sound teaching
for youny (and sume no longer youny),
both by fact and story.

Next month we expect to devote
some space to records of the bi.centen-
ary at the Empire’s centre.

Easter.
SUKSAM CORDAL

Look up with thankful hearts and radiant eyes,
The glorivus message ringing in your ear §
Not in the lonely tomd yous Master lies —
*“}eisnot here!™

Not with the grave remains the victory ;
Henccforth 1s death despoiled ot all its sting 5
Death bows before Chirist’s boundless empery,
And owns Him King.

Lift up your hearts  the splendid truth confess :
The dead shall sise! Far be the glad news
borne ;
Gricf has no place beside the happiness
Of Easter momn ¢

—Cranstoun Matialfe.

A MEDITATION.

I think God would draw up the soul
of His child at this blessed season into
a region of bright sunshine and of holy
joy. lthe Day of our Lord’s Resur-
rection is a day full of light and hap.
piness. There is a spiritual Resur-
rection evermore flowing from the true
Bodily Resurrection of Christ as on
this day.

Indeed, all the great acts of Christ’s
earthly life have theic counterpart in
the spiritual life of his servants: His
Birth in their Regcneration, His
Death in their death unto sin, His As-
cension in their attaining to heavenly-

mindeduess.

The promt

Resurtection tas St Pand tells usyas
the very meamng and ontcome ol Holy
Bastism + Weare butted with Chast
by baptisin mto deathi . that, ke as
Christ was raised up trom the dead in
the glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk n He
that would hive up to his baptisid
calling and profession must hive a nisen
bfe, a bfe bfted above the low unworthy
level of the wotld  He must put oft
the old man  that s, the old, corrupy,
earthly nature, and he must put on the
new man  that i~ the new niware, the
Christ like, the heavenly vature  iHe
must be * renewed in the spirit of tns
mind.” This surely shows us that re
liglonis a very bhigh, very deep, very
powerful and very tarreaching thing
The man who hves baptized
Christian is pledged and bound to live,
lives a very pure and holy life  Hew
“nisen with Christ,” and therefore he
¢ seeks those things which are above ™

Oh, how many chains there are fast
binding us to the things below, and
how hard they areto break ™ \We shall
never break them in our own strength.
Only God’s good Sgirit can do tlus,
And we must pray for that Diviae
aid to set us free. We must
pray God that, though we are
tied and bound with the chains of
our smws, yet the pitifulness of His
great mercy may loose us  \We can
never rise while these chains hoid us
fast. Sometimes God, without our ask.
ing, snaps some cord that has tied us
down to earth, and we are dismayed,
and ask, \Why does God permit such
a sorrow ? \Why does He let His child
suffer in this way 2 Pethaps it is just
to set free the soul that was too fast
tied down to this life, that it my rise
with Christ and **seck those things
which are above, where He sitteth at
the right hand of God™ But the
tightest cords, and the hardest to break
of all which bind us to earth, are the
cords of sin; and it 1s for the loosen-
ing and breaking of these that the
season of Lent has been sct apart.

I am sure that those who have not
resolutely set themselves 1o do battle
with sin, to search 1t ont, to confess it,
to repent of it, 10 conquer it, during
Lent, are best able to enter into the
joy and triumph of Easter. Especially
is 1t true that the sorrows and sadness
of Good Friday are the best earnest of
the gladness of Easter Day. He that
has stood in spirit by the Cross ot Cal-

newness of hife.”
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