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these mieetings by icading iii prayer;
buit in one of the districts of the con-
gregation with wlîich I a ni best ac-
quainted, a izeu (1éparture in the
method. of conducting these prayer-
meetings lias been iii existence for
somle tinme, which is both rcfreshing
to ail] wlio take part iu thein and eii-
couragiug to ail who desire tic pros-
perity of Christ's kiugdomn.

These meetings o've their origin
Io a worthy and venerable eider
of our church. For a cousiderable
tinie hie had beeiî anxiaus to have
such meetings iri bis district, and two
),cars ago hie spoke to me ab)out the
advisability of conferiiug witii his
brother c ifice-bearers lu the Free
Church and U. P. Cburch to ascer-
tain if they would be wiling to co-
operate witli hini lu carrying on these
meetings. He ivas encouraged by
meeting with gr.aîîfving sympathy
and promise of co-operation, and af-
ter a brief period of delay the mieet-
ings were conîmenced. As the dis-
trict is a pureiy agricultural one and
the population scanty and far spread,
it w~as intendcd froni the first that
these meetings should be bield month-
ly lu the honmes of the respective
office-bearers ; that the head of .the
bouse where the meeting is held
should be respo.isible for tbe cou-
ductingp the Uicmetiug-should pre-
side, anîd lead the devotional exer-
cises. These meetings are meetings
for prayer, and prayer and praise and
reading of scripture occupy a fore-
niost place ; but the exposition of thc
W'ord is flot overlooked, and w'iîen
a, neighnbouring minister is flot pres-
eut by invitation, the eider who bias
lieeii the originator of these meetings
«ives a brief and earuest gospel ad-
dress. l'le meetings are lield lu the
homes of four ofice-bearers of the
Free and U. P. Churches, thre of
thiese being eiders and one a deacon-

I bave been preserit at several of
these meetings, and bave been struck

wvith, the bcarty earnestnest tliat per-
vades them. 'ie place of meeting
is tic kitchen of a farmhouse. The
igle nook is scrupulously dlean, and
the peat fire banked up so as not to
einit to., mucbi heat to the crowdcd
roomi. 'lhle dresser, with the dairy
uteusils glitteriug upon it, bias got a
special scrub tbat day, and every-
tiiing lu the roorn looks b)right and
tidy. Theî kitchien chairs are utiliz-
ed to support pianks for fornis, and
every avafiable space is used up) to
accommodate the worsbippers. The
fariner and bis famiiy are there; the
ueî<rhbours cie dropping iu, and
aftèr the kiudly weicomie and saluta-
tions, take their seats; then the farmi-
workers, maie and female, and the
younig folks from the neigbbouring
cottag"es, till thc kitchen is filled.
'l'le spirit of earnest wvaitiug uipon
God is cvidently upon ail. Ail who
are met there recogîîizc howv restful
it is alter tic toi] of tic day ta nîcet
for mutual help). Tl'le praise is join-
cd in liv ail with zest, and the eamn-
est prayer, ofttinîes coucbed iii quaint
and bonîely phrase, enjoyed by al],
for it represeîîîs tie wisbes of ail be-
fore God in the lauguage tîat cornes
so readily to, tbe lips.

Two tbiugs have inîpressed me
lu connection witb tiese meetings.
First, the car-;est devotionai ;zatiire
of the wbole service. 'lo îîîeet to-;
gether to caîl upon God, to the sim-
i)lc-ninded and the carnes", is a
matter of great solemnity. They rec-
ognize that tbicy are in tic presence
of the King immuortal and invisible
-the peasan-; lu thc audience cbami-
ber of the Prince of the kings of tic
earth. Aîîd thus tbe spirit of dcvouî
reverance filis every beart. A cot-
tage prayer-rueeting conduc«ed by
working-men cannoe possibly be a
service of prayer, as we are apt ta
caîl il. It is flot dispiay, but the
approacli of rnany ta the Burden-


